
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 

 

Surah Az-Zalzalah – An Overview 
 

Period of Revelation: Madinan 

 

Order of Revelation: 93 

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

 

This Surah discusses the life after death and the fact that man will be presented his full 

record for every deed performed by him in dunya. 

 

In the first three sentences it has been told briefly how the second life after death will take 

place and how confounding it will be for man. In the next two sentences it has been said 

that this very earth on which man has lived and performed all kinds of deeds thoughtlessly, 

and about which he never could fancy that this lifeless thing would at some time in the 

future bear witness to his deeds, will speak out on that Day by Allah’s command and will 

state in respect of each individual person what act he had committed at a particular time 

and place.  

 

Then, it has been said that men on that Day, rising from their graves, will come out in their 

varied groups from all corners of the earth, to be shown their deeds and works, and their 

presentation of the deeds will be so complete and detailed that not an atom’s weight of any 

good or evil act will be left unnoticed or hidden from his eyes. 
 

Tafseer Surah Az-Zalzalah 

 

Ayah 1 - 2 the Day of Judgment and the Earth 

 

The first part of the Surahs narrates how the world will come to an end. Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala says,  

 



The word zalzalah contains four root letter zay-lam-zay-lam which mean to slip, slide or 

be removed from one place. Therefore, the word zalzalah means to shake violently over 

and over again.  

By repeating this word twice in the same ayah, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is indicating that 

on the Day of Judgment, the earth will be shaken so heavily that it will become unstable for 

humans as well as other creations. On that Day, a person will trip over himself unable to 

keep a balance. It will appear that people are drunk but in reality they would not be. 

 

This is similar to what Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says in Surah Hajj,  

 ِإنَّ َزْلَزَلَة السَّاَعِة َشْيٌء َعِظيمٌ  ۚ  يَا أَيُـَّها النَّاُس اتَـُّقوا َربَُّكْم 
“O mankind! Fear your Lord and be dutiful to Him! Verily, the earthquake 

of the Hour (of Judgment) is a terrible thing,” (Al-Hajj 22: 1). 

 

The word ‘Idhaa’ (when) is used to remind people of something important that will without 

a doubt happen in the future. It is something that they keep forgetting about.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala hints in this ayah that it is not difficult for Him to command the 

earth to shake violently and destroy everything that’s on it. It is like a role that the earth 

was informed about at the time of its creation that it has to fulfill. 

“And when the earth throws out its burdens,” (99: 2). The word ‘akhraja’ means to 

take something out. According to the tafseer Ibn Kathir this means the earth will throw forth 

that which is in it of the deed. This is similar to Allah’s statement in Surah al-Inshiqaq Ayah 

1. 

 

Now, this has several meanings. It may be referring to the treasures of the world as well as 

the dead. The earth will expel all of its treasures the minerals and natural resources for 

which people fight today. Then people will be resurrected.  When those who denied the 

Hereafter would come out of their graves they would not look at the treasures of the world. 

These were the things with which they filled their bellies, fought with one another and 

committed murders. It would be the Day when their eyes will finally open up. They will 

realize how worthless the treasures of dunya had been for which they spent their entire 

lives instead of building a relationship and connecting with their Creator. Grasping the truth, 

he will submit to the fact that final success can only come from Allah’s pleasure. 

 

It also means that the earth will reveal everything that people had been doing on it 

regardless of where they have been located. Our private and public life is being recorded 

right now and the video will be shown on the Day of Judgment.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is fully aware of what we are doing at the moment, the angels 

are witnessing it as well, however, on the Day of Judgment everything will be brought 

before others. All records of the words we spoke and the deeds we perform will be expelled 

out.  

 

Muslim recorded in his Saheeh from Abu Hurairah radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of 
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Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “The earth will throw out the pieces of its liver (its contents). Gold and silver 

will come out like columns. A murderer will come and say, ‘I killed for this.’ The one who 

broke the ties of kinship will say, ‘For this I severed the ties of kinship.’ The thief will say, 

‘For this I got my hands amputated.’ Then they will leave it there and no one will take 

anything from it.” 

 

It is said that on the Day of Judgment, when the earth will let out all its burdens (the sins 

that it has been recording or holding on to) it will give out a sigh of relief from the pain that 

it carried. There is corruption everywhere; in the land as well as the sea. Minor earthquakes 

are an indication that the earth is releasing some of its burdens. 

 

Ayah 3 - 5 Man will Ask what is the Matter 

 
 

Talking about the condition of man, Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala states man will say, “What 

is the matter with it?” meaning, he will be baffled by the situation. He had lived on a 

stable and firm earth so what’s happening to it now, he will wonder. There will come to it 

inescapable quaking that Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala prepared for it. Then it will throw out its 

dead people – from the first to the last generations. At that time, people will be perplexed 

by the events and the earth changing into other than the earth, and the heavens as well. 

They will be so shocked that they will forget all the reminders that they received in dunya 

about the Day of Judgment.  

 

This is the state that the disbelievers will be in, as they denied this Day altogether. The 

disbelievers will say, “O woe to us! Who has raised us up from our sleeping place?” It will be 

said to them, “This is what the Most Merciful had promised and the messengers told the 

truth.” (Please refer Surah Ya-Seen Ayah 52)  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then says, “That Day it will declare its information,” (99: 4) 

meaning, it will speak of what the people did upon its surface. Imam Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi 

and Abu `Abdur-Rahman An-Nasa’i all recorded a hadeeth from Abu Huraira radhiAllahu 

‘anhu – and in the wording of An-Nasa’i’s version it states that he said, “The Messenger of 

Allah recited this Ayah then he said, ‘Do you know what is its information?’ They said, ‘Allah 

and His Messenger know best.’ He said, ‘Verily, its information is that it will testify against 

every male and female servant, about what they did upon its surface. It will say that he did 

such and such on such and such day. So this is its information.’”  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says in Surah al-Kahf Ayah 49, “And the record [of deeds] will be 

placed [open], and you will see the criminals fearful of that within it, and they will say, "Oh, 

woe to us! What is this book that leaves nothing small or great except that it has 

enumerated it?" And they will find what they did present [before them]. And your Lord does 

injustice to no one.” 
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According to the tafseer of Ibn Mas’ud, on the Day of Judgment the earth will literally speak 

to Allah and/or to the people, complaining about every action of mankind and jinn. 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “Because your Lord will inspire it,” (99: 5). The word 

‘awh’a is commonly translated as inspiration. It is apparent that the implied meaning here 

is that He will permit the earth. Shabib bin Bishr narrated from ‘Ikrimah that Ibn ‘Abbas 

radhiAllahu ‘anhu said, “That Day it will declare its information. Its Lord will say to it, 

‘Speak.' So it will speak.” Mujahid commented: Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will command the 

earth to speak. Al-Qurazi said, “He will command it to separate from them.”  

 

Some scholars have also said that the word ‘inspire’ here means ‘hint’. The earth had 

always wanted to complain about what the children of Adam have been doing on it, but it 

was not allowed to speak up. So, on the Day of Judgment Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will 

give it the permission to spill out all that it has been witnessing.  
 

Ayah 6 - 8 No Deed will go unnoticed 

 
 

“That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they may be shown their 

deeds,” meaning, so that they may act and be rewarded for what they did in this life of 

good and evil. “Proceed in scattered groups means that they will be divided into types and 

categories: between those who are miserable and those who are happy, and those who are 

commanded to go to Paradise and those who are commanded to go to the Hellfire. As-Suddi 

said, “Ashtat means sects.” 

 

The ayah talks about mankind being split up into groups; this is a prophecy of the Qur’an 

which has already been fulfilled. People are divided on the basis of their beliefs.  

 

Then mankind gradually deviated, and was mixed into groups; believers and disbelievers, 

the good doers, and sinners etc. A believer might live with some disbelieving relatives or 

have disbelieving friends but on this Day they are broken (ashtata) into pieces, the 

believers will stand with believers, and the disbelievers with the disbelievers, the good are 

separate from the bad, and even these groups - in each category - are split into further 

groups according to the level of their deeds. For example, we read there will be People of 

the Right Hand (the good doers) and People of the Left Hand (the evil doers). Each group 

will see a path which leads to their Final Destination.  



People will view their deeds like a record. Our choices and actions in life and the intentions 

behind them will be weighed. 

 

Concluding the Surah Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “So whosoever does good equal 

to the weight of a speck of dust shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to the 

weight of speck of dust shall see it.” This means that not an atom’s weight of good or 

evil done by a person, will be left unrecorded in his conduct book, and he will see it in any 

case.  

 

Dharra is the smallest thing imaginable. To the Arabs, the smallest thing imaginable was 

the ant’s egg, and they called it dharra. We might describe dharra as an atom or speck in 

the English language.  

 

Dharra – the light dust you see floating in the air when the sun is shining – through the 

window – on a sunny day. Each of these dust particles is a dharra. This signifies the 

smallest and the lightest imaginable thing being a dharra of good or evil which will be seen 

on that Day. 

 

The smaller something is, the lighter it is in weight, and the smallest speck may seem 

worthless, but on that Day there will be full justice on big and the smallest of matters. 

 

The word ‘Khayran’ means good. The weight of a speck of good will be shown. Seeing an 

atoms weight of good will make the believers appreciate Allah’s mercy even more because a 

sinning believer may see that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala forgave some of his sins and 

multiplied a good deed of his worth only a dharra/speck by 700 or even more. And Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala is the Forgiving [Ghafoor], Merciful [Raheem]. He is Forgiving for our 

sins and Merciful for our lack of perfection in worship to Him. We also see our deed records 

before we see the actual reward or punishment on that Day. This can be an amazing or 

terrible experience based on the results we get. We ask Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to make 

our record good, ameen. 

 

The word ‘Sharran’ appearing in ayah 8 is used for evil. Similar to showing the goodness 

worth atom’s weight, bad deeds having weight of a speck of evil will also be shown. 

 

Sharran in the Arabic means an evil which doesn’t even require explanation to attest to its 

evil. It is known to be evil in of itself without explanation, even the criminal will know that 

he is doing an evil [sharr] himself without anyone telling him that what he is doing is evil. 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala started the Surah with something BIG; the earth. And ends it 

with the smallest thing imaginable; the dharra (speck of dust). 

 

Imam Bukhari recorded from Abu Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

said, “The horses are for three. For one man they are a reward, for another man they are a 

shield, and for another man they are a burden. In reference to the man for whom they are a 

reward, he is the man who keeps them to be used in the way of Allah. Thus, they spend 

their entire life grazing in the pasture or garden (waiting in preparation for Jihad). So 

whatever afflicts them during that lengthy period in the pasture or garden, it will be counted 

as good deeds for him. Then, if their lengthy period is ended and they are used for a noble 

battle or two, their hoof prints and their dung are counted as good deeds for him. When 

they passed through a stream from which they did drink, though he (their owner) does not 

intend to quench their thirst, yet, it would be counted as good deeds. Therefore, they are a 

reward for that man.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCkQtwIwAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DXRzfmFgsTdw&ei=Og2GVfWDFpLloATNkbrwCQ&usg=AFQjCNHKVnxKt7rZIMynYsI59z6lhjitYw&bvm=bv.96339352,d.aWw


A man who keeps them to maintain himself and to be independent of others (i.e., begging, 

etc.), and he does not forget the right of Allah upon their necks and their backs (i.e., their 

Zakah), then they are a shield for him (from the Hellfire). A man who keeps them in order 

to boast, brag and show off, then they are a burden for him (on Judgment Day).”  

 

In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded from `Adi that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Fear (ward off) 

the Fire, even if by giving half a date in charity, and even by saying a single word 

of good.” In the Sahih as well, he (`Adi) narrated (from the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): “Do not under 

rate any good act, even if it is offering drinking water from your bucket to one who is 

seeking a drink, or meeting your brother with a cheerful face.”  

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from `Awf bin Al-Harith bin At-Tufayl that ‘A’ishah radhiAllahu ‘anha 

told him that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to say, “O ‘A’ishah! Beware of the sins that are belittled, 

for indeed they will be taken account of by Allah.” This hadeeth was recorded by An-Nasa'i 

and Ibn Majah. 

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of 

Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, “Beware of the sins that are belittled. For verily, they are gathered 

in a man until they destroy him.” And indeed the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص made an 

example of them (sins that are taken lightly) by saying that they are like a people who 

settle in barren land. Then their leader comes and orders the men to go out one at a time 

and each bring back a stick until they have gathered a large number of sticks. Then they 

kindled a fire and burned everything that they threw into it.” 

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala allow us to make the best of our time and use in raising our 

scale of good deeds. May He lead us to the deeds that are accepted, ameen. 

================================= 
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