
 ِه الر ْْحَـِن الر ِحيمِ ِبْسِم الل  
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 

 

Surah Al-‘Alaq – An Overview 
 

Period of Revelation: Makkan 

 

Order of Revelation: 1 

 

Background of Revelation: 
 
It has been said that Surah Al-‘Alaq and Surah At-Tin are interconnected. In Surah At-Tin, 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala honors man by stating that he is the best creation. Then in Surah 

Al-Alaq He shows how man rebels despite being the best creation. In this Surah, Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala tells us how this best creation was created. One of the attributes that 

makes human beings noble is the fact that they possess intellect. This is the thing which 

differentiates that makes human beings noble is the fact that they possess intellect. This is 

the thing which differentiates us from animals. With intellect we can do a lot of things.  

 

This Surah however is mainly signified because its ayah was the first revelation of the 

Qur’an.  

 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah radhiAllahu ‘anha said: The first thing that began 

happening with the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص from the revelation was dreams that he would 

see in his sleep that would come true. He would not see any dream except that it would 

come true just like the (clearness of) the daybreak in the morning. Then seclusion became 

beloved to him. So, he used to go to the cave of Hira and devote himself to worship there 

for a number of nights, and he would bring provisions for that. Then he would return to 

Khadijah radhiAllahu ‘anha and replenish his provisions for a similar number of nights. This 

continued until the revelation suddenly came to him while he was in the cave of Hira. The 

angel came to him while he was in the cave and said, “Read!” The Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص 

said, 

 

 َما أَنَا بَِقارِىء
 

“I am not one who reads.” Then he said, “So he (the angel) seized me and pressed me 

until I could no longer bear it. Then he released me and said: ‘Read!’ So I replied: ‘I am not 

one who reads.’ So, he pressed me a second time until I could no longer bear it. Then he 

released me and said: 

 اقْـَرْأ بِاْسِم َربَِّك ال ِذى َخَلَق 
‘Read in the Name of your Lord who has created,’ (96: 1) until he reached the ayah, 

 َما َلَْ يـَْعَلمْ 
‘That which he knew not,’ (96: 5). So he returned with them (those ayaat) and with his 

heart trembling until he came (home) to Khadijah radhiAllahu ‘anha, and he said, 
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 َزمُِّلوِن َزمُِّلوِن 
‘Wrap me up, wrap me up!’ So they wrapped him up until his fear went away. After that 

he told Khadijah radhiAllahu ‘anha everything that had happened (and said), 
 

 َقْد َخِشيُت َعَلى نـَْفِسي
‘I fear that something may happen to me.’ Khadijah radhiAllahu ‘anha replied, “Never! 

By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with your relatives, you 

speak the truth, you help the poor and the destitute, you serve your guests generously, and 

you help the deserving, calamity afflicted people.”  

 

Khadijah then accompanied him to her cousin Waraqah bin Nawfal bin Asad bin ‘Abdul-‘Uzza 

bin Qusay, who, during the period of ignorance became a Christian and used to scribe the 

Scriptures in Arabic. He would write from the Injeel in Hebrew as much as Allah willed for 

him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight. Khadijah radhiAllahu ‘anha said 

to him, “O my cousin! Listen to the story of your nephew.” Waraqah asked, “O my nephew! 

What have you seen?” Allah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص described what he saw. Waraqah said, “This is 

An-Namus whom Allah had sent to Musa. I wish I was young and could live until the time 

when your people would drive you out.” Allah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص asked, 

 َأَو ُُمْرِِجي  ُهْم؟
“Will they drive me out?” Waraqah replied in the affirmative and said, “Anyone who came 

with something similar to what you have brought, was treated with hostility and enmity; 

and if I should remain alive till that day then I would firmly support you.” But Waraqah did 

not remain. He died and the revelation paused until Allah’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص became sad 

according to what we were told. Due to this grief he set out a number of times with the 

intent of throwing himself from the mountain tops. However, every time he would reach the 

peak of a mountain to throw himself from it, Jibreel [Gabriel] would appear to him and say, 

“O Muhammad! You are truly the Messenger of Allah!” Therefore, his worry would be eased, 

his soul would be settled and he would return (down from the mountain). Then, when the 

revelation did not come again for a long time, he set out as he had done before. So when he 

reached the peak of the mountain, Jibreel appeared to him again and said to him the same 

as he had said before.” This Hadith has been recorded in the two Saheehs by way of Az-

Zuhri.  

 

The first thing that was revealed of the Qur’an were these noble and blessed ayaat. They 

are the first mercy that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala bestowed upon His servants and the first 

bounty that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala favored them with. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Taseer Surah Al-‘Alaq 
 

Ayaat 1-5 the Honor and Nobility of Man is in His Knowledge 

 

 
 

These ayaat inform of the beginning of man’s creation from a dangling clot. Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala out of His generosity taught man that which he did not know. Thus, 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala exalted him and honored him by giving him knowledge and it is 

the dignity that the Father of Humanity, Adam ‘alayhi salaam was distinguished with over 

the angels.  

 

This is one of the Surahs that begins with a command, “Read, in the Name of your 

Lord,” (96: 1). The usage of the word ‘read’ indicates that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was given these 

words in the written form. For if the angel had meant that he should repeat what he recited, 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص would not have replied saying he could not read. 

 

By saying, “Read! In the Name of your Lord, Who has created,” (96: 1) Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala establishes His authority over what He has made. Today, we have 

curriculums where there is no mention of the Creator. People are gaining knowledge about 

numerous subjects without connecting to their Creator. By saying, “Read, in the Name of 

your Lord,” Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala reminds us to remember Him – He Who taught man 

to read.   

 

Secondly, the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص lived in a hostile environment. It was the life of survival of the 

fittest. They were power hungry people and would not let anyone have authority over them; 

stopping them from following the practices of their forefathers? It was out of question.  

 

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was not to keep the revelation to himself he was to spread it among 

others. By saying, “Read, in the Name of your Lord,” Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala was 

preparing him for the opposition that he would face in the future. His own tribesmen and 

uncles were to turn against him. His people were to plot his assasination. To face such 

intense hostility he was to strengthen himself knowing that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala was 

with him. He was to fear no one but Him.  

 

LESSON: This is an important tip for anyone engaged in da’wah. When you are to convey 

some authentic knowledge to others do not fear mockery or opposition. Trust Allah 
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subhanahu wa ta’ala and carry forward the message. You are subservient to the Creator not 

the creation. If the creation is pleased with you and the Creator is not, you have lost 

everything. May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala not make us of the losers, ameen.      

 

This also teaches us that before beginning any task we should first take the Name of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala (that is, recite Basmallah). We should also be careful of what we are 

reading and not read just about anything. Therefore, we pray for beneficial knowledge. 

When you learn something do not keep it to yourself but convey it to others too.  

 

There is a narration that states, “Record knowledge by writing.” There is also a saying which 

states, “Whoever acts according to what he knows. Allah will make him inherit knowledge 

that he did not know.” 

 

[How to seek Knowledge] 

 

Next, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala reminds us of our creation - how we were created. He 

created us from a clot that is how insignificant we were. Our status, our looks, our wealth 

should not make us arrogant. We must remember our humble beginning.  

 

Reminding man of his insignificant position, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala follows it up by 

telling us Who in reality deserves honor. He says, “And your Lord is the Most 

Generous,” (96: 3). He is the One Who deserves all praise and credits – and not us. Had it 

not been His favor we would not have learned how to read or write. Had we not learned how 

to read or write, how could we have gained knowledge? How could we have earned our 

degrees and made a living? He has been Extremely Kind and Generous to us, alhumdulillah.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “Who has taught (the writing) by the pen,” (96: 4). All 

the knowledge that we have in the world today is due to someone writing knowledge and 

passing it on to the later generations.  

 

Twice Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala commands us to “read” and twice He said “Alam-ma” 

meaning taught. This signifies the importance of reading and learning. Not just learn but 

preserve it and benefit others by it too. In Surah Al-Qalam, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

swears by pen. The pen is a means of preserving knowledge. The angels too are preserving 

our records through their pens.  

 

Mu’awiyah radhiAllahu ‘anhu reported the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,  

   من يرد اهلل به خرًيا يفقه يف ادلين
“When Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) wishes good for someone, He bestows upon 

him the understanding of Deen.” [Bukhari, Muslim] 

 

‘Abdullah ibn Mas’oud radhiAllahu ‘anhu reported the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,  

 

رجل آتاه اهلل ماال فسلطه ىلع هلكته يف احلق، ورجل آتاه اهلل   : ال حسد إال يف اثنتني 
   احلكمة فهو يقيض بها ويعلمها
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“Envy is permitted only in two cases: A man whom Allah gives wealth, and he 

disposes it of rightfully, and a man to whom Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) gives 

knowledge which he applies and teaches it.” [Bukhari, Muslim] 

 

Abu Musa radhiAllahu ‘anhu reported that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,  

مثل ما بعثين اهلل به من اهلدى والعلم كمثل غيث أصاب أرًضا، فاكنت منها طائفة 
ت املاء، فنفع طيبة قبلت املاء فأنبتت اللكأ، والعشب الكثري واكن منها أجادب أمسك

اهلل بها انلاس، فرشبوا منها وسقوا وزرعوا، وأصاب طائفة منها أخرى إنما يه قيعان ال 
تمسك ماء وال تنبت لكأ فذلك مثل من فقه يف دين اهلل ونفعه ما بعثين اهلل به وعلم، 

   ومثل من لم يرفع بذلك رأًسا ولم يقبل هدى اهلل اذلي أرسلت به
 

“The guidance and knowledge with which Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) has sent 

me are like abundant rain which fell on a land. A fertile part of it absorbed the 

water and brought forth profuse herbage and pasture; and solid ground patches 

which retained the water by which Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) has benefitted 

people, who drank from it, irrigated their crops and sowed their seeds; and 

another sandy plain which could neither retain the water nor produce herbage. 

Such is the similitude of the person who becomes well-versed in the religion of 

Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) and receives benefit from the Message entrusted to 

me by Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala), so he himself has learned and taught it to 

others; such is also the similitude of the person who has stubbornly and ignorantly 

rejected Allah’s Guidance with which I have been sent.” [Bukhari, Muslim] 

 

Sahl ibn Sa’d radhiAllahu ‘anhu reported that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said to ‘Ali radhiAllahu ‘anhu,  

 فواهلل ألن يهدي اهلل بك رجال واحدا خري من محر انلعم
 

“By Allah, if a single person is guided by Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) through you, 

it will be better for you than a whole lot of red camels.” [Agreed upon]    

 

Abu Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu reported that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,  

 

 ومن سلك طريًقا يلتمس فيه علما سهل اهلل هل به طريًقا إىل اجلنة
 

“Allah makes the way to Jannah easy for him who treads the path in search of 

knowledge.” [Muslim]  

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala make us of those for whom the path of Jannah has been 

made easy, and make us of those who learn the Qur’an and teach it to others, ameen.   

 

[For more ahadeeth on the virtue of gaining knowledge click here] 
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“He taught man what he knew not,” (96: 5) this is similar to what Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala says in Surah Al-Baqarah ayah 239, “So remember Allah, as He taught you that 

which you did not know.”  

 

We must learn to attribute all good that we possess to none but Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. 

We are not special. It is Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala Who has especially favored us. 

Therefore, we must appreciate His gifts and remember to express our gratitude for His 

blessings.  

 

There was a time when we were known for our esteemed educational standards, today the 

total number of universities in the Muslim world are less than the universities in one 

European country. We broke our covenant with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala indulged in 

worldly charms and forgot our purpose of creation. We built fancy shopping malls and 

recreational centers and forget the Masjid. We need to rise up from chasing insignificant 

things and go for worthier goals – chase Jannah, learn and teach beneficial knowledge.  

 

[Education in Islamic History] 

 

Ayaat 6-19 the Threat against Man’s Transgression for the sake of Wealth 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs that man transgresses and does evil when he considers 

himself self-sufficient and having an abundance of wealth. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

reminds us of our eventual return to Him, “Surely, unto your Lord is the return,” (96: 

6). We will be held accountable for our wealth, as to where we obtained it from and how we 

spent it.   

 

“Have you seen him who prevents, a servant when he prays,” (96: 7-8) these ayaat 

are particularly about Abu Jahl who threatened the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص for performing the prayer at 

the Ka’abah. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala admonishes him with that which was better by 

saying, “Have you seen if he is on the guidance,” (96: 9) meaning have you 

ascertained that the man you are preventing is upon the straight path or enjoins taqwa (96: 

10). Why are you stopping him? This gives as an insight into opposition. Many people 

disagree with others merely because of their own lack of knowledge. Without finding out the 

truth we take our positions. And in doing so, we harm no one but ourselves. Whether it is a 

worldly matter or a religious duty we must first find out the truth. We must always consult 

the Qur’an and Sunnah and judge matters or live our lives according to them and not 

according to he-said-this so-she-said-that, and so on. 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says that he (Abu Jahl) knows not that Allah can see him. He will 

be compensated for his actions. If he does not stop what he is doing (threatening the 

Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص for praying) then he should know that his forehead will be scorched.  

 

Ibn Katheer explains that this means his forehead will be extremely black on the Judgment 

Day. May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala protect us from such an evil end, ameen. We should 

also try our best not to become of those who stop or threaten the servants of Allah from 

worshipping Him. If today, we find acting on a commandment difficult or there is something 

that we don’t understand we should ask Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to open up our hearts to 

understanding and make it easy for us to follow. We should never mock the ayaat of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala or the friends of Allah.  
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“Then let him call upon his council,” (96: 17) meaning his people and his tribe so that 

he can seek help from them. If he will call his council then he should know that Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala will send his angels of torment. This is so that he may know who will 

win – Allah’s group or his group.   

 

Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu said Abu Jahl said, “If I see Muhammad praying at the 

Ka’abah, I will stomp on his neck.” So this reached the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص who said,  

 

 لَِئْن فـََعَل ََلََخَذْتُه اْلَمََلِئَكة
“If he does he will be seized by the angels.” [Bukhari] 

 

In another narration it appears that the Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was praying at the prayer station of 

Ibrahim ‘alayhi salaam when Abu Jahl ibn Hisham passed by him and said, “O Muhammad! 

Haven’t I prevented you from this?” He threatened the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and thus, the 

Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص became angry with him and reprimanded him. Then he said, “O 

Muhammad! What can you threaten me with? By Allah! I have the most kinsmen of this 

valley with me in the large.”  

 



Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala revealed,   

 

 َسَندُْع الز بَانَِيةَ  -فـَْلَيدُْع نَاِديَُه 
“Then let him call upon his council. We will call out the guards of Hell!” (96: 17-18) 

 

Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu then said, “If he had called his people, the angels of torment 

would have seized him at that very instant.”  

 

Ibn Jarir recorded from Abu Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu that Abu Jahl said, “Does Muhammad 

cover his face with dust (i.e., from prostration) while he is among you all?” They (the 

people) replied, “Yes.” Then he said, “By Al-Lat and Al-‘Uzza, if I see him praying like this, I 

will stomp on his neck, and I will certainly put his face in the dust.” So the Messenger of 

Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص came and he began praying, which made it possible for Abu Jahl to stomp on his 

neck. Then the people became surprised at him (Abu Jahl) because he began retreating on 

his heels and covering himself with his hands. Then it was said to him, “What’s the matter 

with you?” He replied, “Verily, between me and him is a ditch of fire, monsters and wings.” 

Then the Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, 

 ْضًواَلْو َدنَا ِمِّنِّ ََلْخَتَطَفْتُه اْلَمََلِئَكُة ُعْضًوا عُ 
 

“If he had come near me, the angels would have snatched him limb by limb.”  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala ends the Surah by saying, “Do not obey him,” (96: 19) 

meaning do not obey him (Abu Jahl) in what he is forbidding from such as steadfastness in 

worship and performing worship in abundance. Pray wherever you wish and do not worry 

about him. For indeed, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will protect and help against those who 

oppose you. 

 

LESSON: The key to be successful in this life and the next is to obey and please Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. We should never become weak and disobey Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

in temporarily pleasing the creation. May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala protect us from this 

ameen. 

 

When the opposition becomes intense or it becomes difficult for you to remain steadfast on 

obedience then, “fall prostrate and draw near (to Allah),” ۩ (96: 19). Abu Salih 

reported from Abu Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,  

 

 أَقْـَرُب َما َيُكوُن اْلَعْبُد ِمْن َربِِّه َوُهَو َساِجٌد، فََأْكِثُروا الدَُّعاء
“The closest that a servant can be to his Lord is when he is in prostration. 

Therefore, make abundant supplications (i.e. while prostrating).”   

 

۩ indicates it is a place of prostration. It was the Sunnah of the Prophet to prostrate upon reciting or 

hearing an ayah of prostration. It is known as the prostration of recitation or sujood al-tilawah. 
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