
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 
Surah Al-Bayyinah – An Overview 

 
Period of Revelation: Madinan 

 
Order of Revelation: 100 

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 
 

Its having been placed after Surah al-Alaq and al-Qadr in the arrangement of the Qur’an is 

very meaningful. Surah al-Alaq contains the very first revelation, while Surah al-Qadr shows 

as to when it was revealed. In this Surah, it has been explained why it was necessary to 

send a Messenger along with this Book. 

 

Before the Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص was sent, the people of Arabia were divided into two groups of 

people; the People of the Book and the idolaters. All of them lived in a state of disbelieve. 

The People of the Book had corrupted their scriptures by adding falsehood to it leading them 

to go astray whereas the idolaters were mushrikeen, they worshiped many gods. They were 

all living a life deviated from the ‘Right Path’. 

 

It is then that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala decided to send Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص as His messenger 

who would call people to Allah’s Deen, teaching them to establish Salah, give Zakah and do 

righteous deeds. It was his duty to call people back to the original religion.  

 

This Surah ends by pointing out clearly the followers of the earlier Books and the idolaters 

who would refuse to acknowledge this Messenger are the worst of creatures: their 

punishment is an everlasting Hell; and the people who would believe and act righteously, 

and would spend life in the world in awe of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, are the best of 

creatures: their reward is eternal Paradise wherein they will live forever. Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala became well-pleased with them and they became well-pleased with Allah. 
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Tafseer Surah Al-Bayyinah 
 

Ayaat 1-5 – the Unbelievers and the Idolaters  
 
The Surah begins by talking about the People of the Book and the Idolaters: 

 

 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is telling us that the People of the Book as well as the 

mushrikeen would not have reverted to Allah’s Deen until they had seen a clear proof. In 

the next Ayah, Allah subhaanhu wa ta’ala explains what this Bayyinah is: “A Messenger 

from Allah reciting purified pages,” meaning, Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and the Magnificent 

Qur’an he recites, which is written down among the most high gathering in purified pages. 

This is similar to Allah’s statement in Surah ‘Abasa ayaat 13 - 16, 

 

 ِكَراٍم بـََرَرٍة   -بِأَْيِدى َسَفَرٍة  -مَّْرُفوَعٍة مَُّطهََّرٍة  -ََف ُصُحٍف مَُّكرََّمٍة 
 

“In Records held in honor. Exalted, purified, in the hands of scribes (angels). 

Honorable and obedient.” 

 

Sending clear proof (bayyinah) didn’t mean that after seeing this all the people will revert to 

the true religion; it meant that bayyinah was necessary to be sent because otherwise there 

wouldn’t have been any chance of their return. So now if after coming of the clear proofs 

people do not accept it and choose to stay in their state of disbelief, then they must know 

that the messengers are only bearers of good news and severe warnings. There is no 

responsibility on them regarding what people decide for themselves. However, if after 
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coming of the truth they still deny it then on the Day of Judgment they cannot come up with 

the excuse that nobody informed us or no messenger came to us with guidance. 

 

Describing the purified pages Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says in ayah 3, “Containing 

correct and straight laws from Allah.” Ibn Jarir says it means that amongst the purified 

pages are correct scriptures from the Books of Allah, of inestimable value, full of justice, 

perfectly correct, without any error, because they are from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. 

Qatâdah says: “A Messenger from Allah, reciting purified pages” means that the 

Qur’an is mentioned with the best description and that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala extols it in 

the most laudatory terms. Ibn Zaid said, concerning the ayah: It means correct and fair.  

 

In the next ayah, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala explains why there was a need to send 

Bayyinah. He says, “And the People of the Scripture differed not until after there came to 

them clear evidence,” (98: 4). This ayah is similar to Allah’s statement in Surah Aal Imran 

ayah 105, “Be not like those who are divided amongst themselves and fall into 

disputations after receiving Clear Proofs: for them is a dreadful penalty.” This ayah 

is talking about the People of the Books who despite having been shown clear proofs and 

signs became divided and disputed among themselves leading to major differences and then 

eventually different sects.  

 

This is made clear by the hadeeth which is narrated from different sources,  

 

ِإنَّ اْليَـُهوَد اْختَـَلُفوا َعَلى ِإْحَدى َوَسْبِعنَي ِفْرَقًة، َوِإنَّ النََّصاَرى اْختَـَلُفوا َعلى ثِْنتَـنْيِ 
 ا ِف النَّاِر ِإَّلَّ َواِحَدةَوَسْبِعنَي ِفْرَقًة، َوَستَـْفََتُِق َهِذِه اْْلُمَُّة َعَلى َثََلٍث َوَسْبِعنَي ِفْرَقًة، ُكلُّهَ 

 

“Verily, the Jews have divided into seventy-one different sects, and verily, the 

Christians have divided into seventy-two sects, and verily, my community will 

divide into seventy-three different sects -all of whom will be in the Hell-fire except 

one.”  

 

His Companions asked, “And who are they, O Messenger of Allah?” He replied,  

 

 َما أَنَا َعَلْيِه َوَأْصَحاِب 
“Those who follow the path of me and my Companions.” 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then says, “And they were commanded not, but that they 

should worship Allah, and worship none but Him Allah,” (98: 5). This is similar to 

Allah’s statement in Surah Anbiya ayah 25, “And We did not send any Messenger 

before you but We revealed to him: La ilaha illa Ana.” 

 
Thus, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “Hunafa” [          ] meaning, avoiding Shirk and being 

truly devout to Tawheed. And they were told to perform Salah – the best of the physical 

forms of worship – and give Zakah. 
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Ayaat 6 – 8 the End of the Unbelievers and the Believers 

 
Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then ends this Surah by presenting a comparison between the 

end of unbelievers (the mushrikeen and the People of the Book) and the believers who 

accept Allah’s commands and do righteous. He says, 

 

 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs of what will happen to the wicked disbelievers among the 

People of the Scripture and the idolaters who oppose the Allah’s divinely revealed Books and 

the prophets whom He sent. He says that they will be in the fire of Hell on the Day of 

Judgment and they will abide therein forever. This means that they will remain in it and 

they will have no way out of it and they will not cease being in it. 

 

“They are the worst of creatures,” (98: 6) meaning, they are the worst creation that 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has fashioned and created. Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

informs about the situation of the righteous people who believed in their hearts and 

performed righteous deeds with their bodies. He says that they are the best of creation. Abu 

Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu and a group of the scholars have used this ayah as a proof that 

the believers have a status among the creatures that is better than the angels. This is 

because Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, 
 

ُر اْلََبِيَّةِ   أُْولَـِئَك ُهْم َخيـْ
“They are the best of creatures,” (98: 7) 

 



Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “Their reward with their Lord is Eternal 

Gardens, underneath which rivers flow. They will abide therein forever,” (98: 8) 

meaning having no end, no break and no conclusion.  

 

ُهْم َوَرُضوْا َعْنهُ   رِِّضَى اللَُّه َعنـْ
“Allah will be pleased with them, and they well-pleased with Him,” (98: 8). 

 

The condition of Him being pleased with them is more illustrious than all of the everlasting 

delights that they will be given.  

 

 َذِلَك ِلَمْن َخِشَى َربَّهُ 
These delights are for him who fears his Lord as He deserves to be feared. This is the 

person who worships Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala as if he sees Him, and he knows that even 

though he does not see Him, indeed Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala sees him.  

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala make us of those who live this life being conscious of Him at 

every step in every stage, ameen.  

 
================================= 

Join us for a study of Qur’an at Facebook or our blog. We are following the tafseer of Ibn Katheer. 
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