
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Surah al-Qalam 
 

Period of Revelation: Makkan 

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

 

This Surah is also known as Surah Noon because of the harf-e-muqataat (the disjointed 

letter) at its beginning. It consists of three themes: replies to the opponents, warnings and 

admonitions, and encouragement for patience and steadiness.   

 

In ayaat 1-7 Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala addresses the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

that the unbelievers call you a madman whereas the Book that you are presenting and your 

sublime conduct are by themselves sufficient to refute their false accusations. Soon they will 

see as to who was mad and who was sane therefore do not at all yield to their opposition for 

all of this is only meant to intimidate you and make you resort to a compromise with them.  

 

Moving ahead, the common people are enlightened with the character of a prominent man 

from the opponents without naming him. Before them was the noble character of the 

Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the morals of the chiefs of Makkah opposing him.  

 

Then in ayaat 17-23, the parable of the owners of a garden has been presented. They were 

blessed by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala but turned ungrateful to Him. They were warned by 

the best man among them about their attitude but they did not pay any heed and were 

consequently deprived of the blessing. They realized this when all that they had lay 

devastated before their eyes. With this parable the people of Makkah have been warned 

that with the appointment of Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to Prophethood, you, O 

people of Makkah, too, have been put to a test similar to the one to which the owners of the 

garden had been put. If you do not listen to him you too will be afflicted with a punishment 

in this world and a far greater punishment in the Hereafter. 

 

In ayaat 34-37 the unbelievers have been continuously admonished, in which the address 

sometimes turns to them directly and sometimes they are warned through the Messenger 

salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. They are informed that the well being in the Hereafter inevitably 

belongs to those who spend their lives in the world in full consciousness of Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala. It is utterly against reason that the obedient servants should meet in the 

Hereafter the same fate as the guilty. Those who are being called upon to bow before Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala in this world and they refuse to do so would be unable to prostrate on 

the Day of Resurrection even if they wanted to do so. Thus, they would stand disgraced and 

condemned. Having denied the Qur’an they cannot escape Divine punishment. The respite 

that they are given in this world is only a delusion. They think that since they are not being 

punished in spite of their denial, they must be on the Right Path while they are following the 

path of ruin. They have no reasonable ground for opposing the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam for he is a preacher without any vested interest. He is neither asking for any 

reward for himself nor can they deny him as a Messenger.  

 

The Surah ends with the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam being advised to bear the 

hardships with patience that he may have to face in calling others to Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala. And to avoid the impatience that Prophet Yunus [Jonah] ‘alayhi salaam displayed that 

led him to suffering and affliction. 



May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala allow us to take lessons from the stories of the prophets 

(peace and blessings upon all of them), aameen.   

 

Ayaat 1-7 ― Your Lord Knows Better who has gone Astray and who is Guided 

 

 
 

“Noon,” is one of the haroof-e-muqatat (the disjointed letters). There are twenty nine 

Surahs in the Qur’an that begin with such words. At some places, there is only letter such 

as Surah Qaf and Surah Sa’ad. At other places two letters appear for example, Surah Ya-

Seen, Surah Ta-Ha and Surah Ha-Meem (also known as Surah Fussilat). Some begin with 

three, four and even five letters but five is the largest amount.  

 

When Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala begins a Surah with a disjointed letter the purpose is to 

alert the listeners. When they hear disjointed letters as opposed to complete words they 

wonder what this is about. While the scholars have tried to interpret these words, the truth 

is that their meaning is only known to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. Therefore, we should not 

delve over what it means. 

 

“By the pen and what they inscribe,” (68: 1), there are three main opinions about the 

pen referred here. One opinion is that it refers to the Pen of decree through which destinies 

of every creation has been written down till the end of times. Another opinion is that it 

refers to the pen of angels through which they record the deeds of the servants. One more 

opinion is that this refers to the pen that we use to write with. Elaborating this opinion, Ibn 

Katheer writes Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is alerting His creatures to what He has favored 

them with by teaching them the skill of writing through which knowledge is attained.  

 

“You are not by the favor of your Lord, a madman,” (68: 2), ni’ma [ ِنِْعَمة] is 

commonly translated as a blessing or a favor. The address here is to the Prophet salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam and he is being told that he is not insane as the ignorant among his 

people claim. They are those who deny the guidance and the clear truth that the Prophet 

has come with. They attribute madness to him because of it.  

 



“And indeed, for you is a reward uninterrupted,” (68: 3), the meaning of ghayru 

mamnoon [ُر ََمُْنون  is that it will not be cut off. Therefore, the ayah means for you, O [َغيـْ

Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, is the great reward, and abundant blessings which will 

never be cut off or perish because you conveyed the Message of your Lord, and you were 

patient with their abuse. Unbelievers make life difficult for you but their opposition raises 

your honor and reward. You become dearer to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and the believers, 

the more they harm you. Their harm increases your status and success.  

 

Abdul Nasir Jangda explains there are four degrees of emphasis in this ayah: 

 

Inna meaning surely 

LaKa meaning for ‘you’ 

La ajran meaning surely payback 

Ajran (tafkheem – gives weightage). Al-Ajr is not mentioned by ajraN.  

 

This means…”and SURELY SURELY for you SURELY (is a) GREAT reward.” Why was this 

reward for him? Because he was enduring pain, discomfort and abuse only for the sake of 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. He was performing his dawah mission and facing evil treatment 

from the people. Here is a lesson for all the da’ees and students of Islam that to be patient 

in their mission and not let go dawah efforts because of the evil doings of the people. If you 

are sincere Allah ta’ala will protect and take care of you, in sha Allah.  

 

“And indeed, you are of a great moral character,” (68: 5), here Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala exalts the character of His noble Messenger Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

and recorded it forever in the Qur’an for generations to read and attest to. When ‘Aishah 

radhiAllahu ‘anha was asked about the character of the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam she replied, “Verily, the character of the Messenger of Allah was the Qur’an,” 

[Saheeh Muslim]. The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam would act according to the 

commands and the prohibitions in the Qur’an. Whatever the Qur’an commanded, he did it, 

and whatever it forbade, he avoided it. Moreover, his nature and character were patterned 

according to the Qur’an. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala blessed him with the qualities of 

modesty, kindness, bravery, pardoning, gentleness and every other good characteristic. 

Anas radhiAllahu ‘anhu said, “I served the Messenger of Allah for ten years, and he 

never said a word of displeasure (Uff) to me, nor did he ever say to me concerning 

something I had done: Why did you do that? And he never said to me concerning 

something I had not done: Why didn’t you do this? He had the best character, and 

I never touched any silk or anything else that was softer than the palm of the 

Messenger of Allah. And I never smelled any musk or perfume that had a better 

fragrance than the sweat of the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.” 

‘Aishah radhiAllahu ‘anha said, “The Messenger of Allah never struck a servant of his with 

his hand, nor did he ever hit a woman. He never hit anything with his hand, except for when 

he was fighting Jihad in the cause of Allah. And he was never given the option between two 

things except that the most beloved of the two to him was the easiest of them, as long as it 

did not involve sin. If it did involve sin, then he stayed farther away sin than any of the 

people. He would not avenge himself concerning anything that was done to him except if 

the limits of Allah were transgressed. Then, in that case he would avenge for the sake of 

Allah,” [Imam Ahmad].  The ahadeeth concerning this matter are numerous. Abu ‘Eesa at-

Tirmidhi has a complete book on this subject called Kitab Ash-Shama’il.  

 

Abu Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu said that the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

said,  



َا بُِعْثُت ِِلََُتَِّم َصاِلَح اِْلَْخََلق  ِإَّنَّ
“I have only been sent to perfect righteous behavior,” [Imam Ahmad]. 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “So you will see and they will see which of you is the 

afflicted,” (68: 5-6) meaning you will know, O Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, and 

those who oppose you and reject you, will know who is insane and misguided among you. 

The literal meaning of maftoon [َمْفُتون] is ‘one who has been charmed or lured away 

from the truth and has strayed from it’. The purpose of the ayah was to console the 

Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the believers that the things will get better soon. 

Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says next, “Indeed, your Lord knows better who 

has gone astray from His way, and He knows better those who are [rightly] 

guided,” (68: 7). He knows which of the two groups are truly guided among you, and He 

knows the party that is astray from the truth. This teaches us accountability for the 

mistakes that we have done, and also gratefulness for being guided to the Right Path. When 

one recalls the favors of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala he should be thankful to Him.  

 

These ayaat have clarified one fact; that it does not matter what people think about you. 

What really matters is our status with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. He knows who among us 

is sane and who is mad; who is right and who is wrong; and who is guided and who is 

misguided. Ignore what the people say and focus on what your Master wants from you, for 

He is the One Who will compensate you for your actions and efforts. 

 

Ayaat 8-16 ― the People not to Befriend 

 

In the previous ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala showed us the best character that we must 

follow. In these ayaat we will learn about the kind of characteristics that we should stay 

away from. He says,  

 

 



“Then do not obey the deniers. They wish that you should compromise, so they 

(too) would compromise with you,” (68: 8-9), compromise here refers to compromising 

in religion in order to please someone. Such as, permit us idolatry and we will permit you to 

practice your religion, as Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu commented. Or be quiet about our 

gods and we will not say anything about your God. Why was this said? It is because when 

someone is doing da’wah they want more and more people to accept their call. In doing so, 

one might be compelled to make a compromise at some places in order to please the other 

party. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala warns us against it.  

 

“And do not obey every worthless habitual swearer,” (68: 10), this is because the liar 

due to his weakness and his disgracefulness only seeks protection in his false oaths which 

he boldly swears to while using Allah’s Names. He uses them all the time and out of place 

(i.e. unnecessarily). The word hallaf [ف  means ‘one who swears much’ while [َحَلَّ

mahin [مَِّهني] means ‘liar or worthless person’. Maulana Abu ‘Ala Maududi explains that 

the word mahin is used for a contemptible, degraded and mean person. This is indeed a 

necessary quality of a person who swears many oaths. He swears an oath for every minor 

thing because he himself has the feeling that the people take him for a liar and would not 

believe him until he swore an oath. For this respect he is not only degraded in his own eyes 

but commands no respect in society either.  

 

The word hammaz [ََهَّاز] means ‘slander’; we also read this word in Surah Humazah.  
 

“[And] scorner, going about with malicious gossip,” (68: 11), this refers to the one 

who goes around among people instigating discord between them and carrying tales in 

order to corrupt relations between people when they are good and pleasant. It is confirmed 

in the two Saheehs that Mujahid reported from Tawus that Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu 

said, “The Messenger of Allah once passed by two graves and he said,  

 

بَاِن ِف َكِبرٍي، أَمَّا َأَحُدَُهَا َفَكاَن ََل َيْسَتِتُ ِمَن اْلبَـْوِل، َوأَمَّا  بَاِن َوَما يـَُعذَّ اَْلَخُر َفَكاَن ََيِْشي ِإنَـُّهَما لَيـَُعذَّ
 بِالنَِّميَمة

‘Verily, these two are being punished, and they are not being punished for 

something major. One of them was not careful about protecting himself from urine 

(when relieving himself). The other one used to spread slander.’”  

 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayah said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah saying,  

 

 ََل َيْدُخُل اْْلَنََّة قـَتَّات
‘The slanderer will not enter into Paradise.’”  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala continues, “A preventer of good, transgressing and sinful,” 

(68: 12). He is a preventer of good because he refuses to give and withholds that which he 

has of good. He is a transgressor because he transgresses in attaining that which Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala has made permissible for him, he exceeds the legislated bounds. He is 

sinful because he delves into the forbidden things. “Cruel, moreover, and an illegitimate 

https://versebyversequranstudycircle.wordpress.com/category/quran-tafseer/juz-30/al-humazah/


pretender,” (68: 13) ‘utul [ُعُتل] means ‘one who is cruel, harsh, strong, greedy and 

stingy’. 

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from al-Harithah ibn Wahb that the Messenger of Allah salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam said,  

 

َأََل أُنـَبُِّئُكْم بَِأْهِل النَّاِر؟ ُكلُّ ُعُتَل . َأََل أُنـَبُِّئُكْم بَِأْهِل اْْلَنَِّة؟ ُكلُّ َضِعيٍف ُمَتَضعٍِّف َلْو أَْقَسَم َعَلى اهلِل َِلَبـَرَّهُ 
 َجوَّاٍظ ُمْسَتْكِب 

 

“Shall I inform you of the people of Paradise? (They will be) every weak and 

oppressed person. When he swears by Allah, he fulfills his oath. Shall I inform you 

of the people of the Fire? Every ‘utul (cruel person), jawwaz and arrogant person.” 

The scholars of the Arabic language have said that ja’zari means rude and harsh, while 

jawwaz means greedy and stingy.  

 

About the word zaneem [َزنِيم] (ayah 68: 13), it is recorded by Bukhari from Ibn ‘Abbas 

radhiAllahu ‘anhu that a man from the Quraysh who stands out among them like the sheep 

that has had a piece of its ear cut off. The meaning of this is that he is famous for his evil 

just as a sheep that has a piece of its ear cut off stands out among its sister sheep. In the 

Arabic language zaneem is a person who is adopted among a group of people (i.e. he is not 

truly of them). It is also used to describe a person of illegitimate birth who does not belong 

to a family but has joined it. Sa’eed ibn Jubair and Sha’bi say that this word is used for a 

person who is notorious among the people for his evil doing. 

 

This was a person so notorious for his evil qualities that there was no need to name him. 

hearing his description every person in Makkah could understand who was being referred to.  

 

“Because he is a possessor of wealth and children,” (68: 14), this ayah may be 

connected with the preceding theme as well as with the following sentence. In the first case, 

it would means: do not yield to the influence of such a person just because he has plenty of 

wealth and children. In the second case it would mean: he has become proud because he 

possesses abundance of wealth and children, so when Our Revelations are recited to him, 

he says, “Legends of the former peoples,” (68: 15). This is how he responds to the 

favors that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has bestowed upon him of wealth and children, by 

disbelieving in His Ayaat and turning away from them while claiming that they are a lie that 

has been taken from the tales of the ancients. This is similar to what appears in Surah al-

Muddaththir ayaat 11-30.   

 

“We will brand him upon the snout,” (68: 16) because he thought he was a man of hig 

prestige, his nose has been called a snout, and branding him on the snout means disgracing 

him. Ibn Jareer commented that this means Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will make his matter 

clear and evident so that they will know him and he will not be hidden from them, just as 

the branding mark on the snouts (of animals). Others said that this is the mark of the 

people of the Hell-fire; meaning, ‘We will blacken his face on the Day of Judgment,’ and the 

face has been referred to here as snout.  

 

We seek refuge with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala from such an end, aameen.  
 

https://versebyversequranstudycircle.wordpress.com/tag/surah-al-muddathir/
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Ayaat 17-33 ― the Parable of the Companions of Gardens  

 

This is a parable that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala made of the behavior of the Quraysh 

unbelievers with the great mercy, and tremendous favors He granted them. The mercy and 

favor of sending of Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to them. but they met him with 

denial, rejection and opposition.  

 

 
 

“We have tried them as We tried the companions of the garden,” (68: 17) meaning 

they were tested as the people of a garden containing different types of fruits and 

vegetation. They vowed between themselves during the night that they would pluck the fruit 



of the garden in the morning so that the poor and the beggars would not know what they 

were doing. In this way, they would be able to keep its fruits for themselves and not give 

any of it in charity.  “Without making exception,” (68: 18) meaning without saying “If 

Allah wills” therefore Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala broke their vow. They were so sure and 

confident of their power and authority that they swore they would surely pluck the fruit of 

their garden next morning, without feeling any need to say, “We shall do so if Allah so 

willed.” 

 

And so while they were asleep their garden was afflicted with a heavenly destruction from 

their Lord and it appeared as if it has been harvested, withered and dry. As the morning 

approached, they called each other to go together to pick the harvest or cut it. “So they 

set out, while lowering their voices,” (68: 23) meaning they spoke privately about what 

they were doing so that no one could hear what they said. Then Allah, the All-Knower of 

secrets and private discussions explained what they were saying in private. They were 

telling each other to not allow any poor person to enter upon them in the garden today. 

They proceeded to their garden with strength and power thinking they had the power to do 

what they claimed and desired. But when they saw their garden withered and dry, they 

said, “Indeed, we are lost,” (68: 27). They thought they had lost their way and reached 

somewhere else because they remembered their garden being full of luster, brilliance and 

abundance of fruit. It was not black, gloomy and void of any benefit as what they saw 

before their eyes now. Then they changed their minds and realized with certainty that it was 

actually the correct path. Therefore, they said, “Rather, we have been deprived,” (68: 

27) meaning nay, this is it, but we have no portion and no share of harvest. 

 

“The awsat among them said, ‘Did I not say to you: Why do you not exalt 

[Allah]?’” (68: 28), Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Sa’eed ibn Jubair, ‘Ikrimah, Muhammad ibn Ka’ab 

and others said that the awsat [ ْأَْوَسطُُهم] among them means ‘the most just of them and 

the best of them.’ Exalting Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala here means saying, “If Allah wills.” 

As-Suddi said, “Their making exception due to the will of Allah in that time was by glorifying 

Allah (tasbeeh). It has also been said that this ayah means that the best of them said to the 

others, “Did I not tell you, why don’t you glorify Allah and thank Him for what He has given 

you and favored you with?”  

 

They said, “Exalted is our Lord! Indeed, we were wrongdoers,” (68: 29) meaning they 

became obedient when it was of no benefit to them, and they were remorseful and 

confessed when it was not of any use. Then they turned against one another blaming each 

other for what they had resolved to do, preventing the poor people from receiving their 

right of the harvest and fruit. Thus, their response to each other was only to confess their 

error and sin. This is the attitude of a person who is at fault, he blames other people for his 

mistakes. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has blessed each one of us with intellect. We are not 

making use of our brain and insight then we cannot blame others for our loss and failures. 

 

They said, “O woe to us; indeed we were transgressors,” (68: 30) meaning we have 

transgressed, trespassed, violated and exceeded the bounds until this happened to us. The 

repented to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and hoped for something better in exchange to their 

garden either in this life or in the abode of the Hereafter.  

 

Some of the Salaf mentioned that these people were from Yemen. Sa’eed ibn Jubair said, 

“They were from a village that was called Darawan which was six miles from San’a’ (in 

Yemen).” It has also been said, “They were from the people of Ethiopia whose father had 

left them this garden, and they were from the People of the Book. Their father used to 

handle the garden in a good way. Whatever he reaped from it he would put it back into the 



garden as it needed, and he would save some of it as food for his dependants for the year, 

and he would give away the excess in charity. Then, when he died, and his children 

inherited the garden they said, ‘Verily, our father was foolish for giving some of this 

garden’s harvest to the poor. If we prevent them from it, then we will have more.’ So when 

they made up their minds to do this they were punished with what was contrary to their 

plan. Allah took away all of what they possessed of wealth, gain and charity. Nothing 

remained for them.” 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala ends the address by saying, “Such is the punishment,” (68: 

33) of whoever opposes the command of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, is stingy with what 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has given him and favored him with, withholds the right of the 

poor and needy, and responds to Allah’s blessings upon him with ungratefulness (or 

disbelief). “And the punishment of the Hereafter is greater, if they only knew,” 

(68:33) meaning the withering of their fruitful garden was the punishment of this life. There 

is another punishment in the Hereafter which will be harder.  

 

We seek refuge with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala from arrogance, stinginess and greediness, 

and from the punishment of this world and the next, aameen.  

 

Ayaat 34 – 45 – Those who Do Not Prostrate in this World, will be Unable to Do So 

in the Hereafter too 

 

In the previous ayaat we read about the punishment of stinginess and arrogance. Now, we 

will read a mention of those who have taqwa and will live in Gardens of delight with their 

Lord.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says that those who are conscious of Him in the worldly life and 

are neither stingy nor arrogant, they will have Gardens of comfort and happiness in the 

Hereafter. He asks, “Then will We treat the Muslims like the criminals?” (68: 35) 

meaning those who submit to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala should they be treated as those 

who disobey and violate His commands? Since their actions are different therefore they will 

have a different position in the Hereafter.  

 

The Mushrikeen claimed that since they had wealth and blessings in this life it was an 

indication that they were the favorites of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala as opposed to the 

believers who were poor and lived miserable lives. And if there was a Hereafter as the 

believers claimed then they will definitely have even better things there whereas the 

torment would be on the Muslims. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala asks if they have received a 

Scripture that tells them in the Hereafter they will have whatever they want. Or if they 

made Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala promise them that they will have in the Hereafter whatever 

they choose for themselves regardless of what they do in this world. There is no evidence to 

back their claim. Then on what basis do they say this? 

 

It is against reason that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala should not differentiate between the 

obedient servant and the guilty. How can the obedient be treated as a culprit while the 

guilty enters Paradise? Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has not made any such promises with any 

person in this world. Any person who enters Jannah in the Hereafter will be able to do so by 

the mercy of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala alone. 

“Ask them which of them, for that [claim], is responsible,” (68: 40). Za’eem [َزِعيم] 

is someone who stands a surety on behalf of another or is a spokesman for others. Thus, 

the ayah means to ask, “Which of you will come forward and say that he has made such and 



such a covenant with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala on your behalf? “Or do they have 

partners?” (68: 41) meaning if they have any gods that agree with their claim or are able 

to guarantee it for them. If there are any such partners they should bring them if they are 

truthful. But of course, they don’t have any such partners who can guarantee that. 

 

 
 

We learn in these ayaat that some of the people’s misconceptions are being negated. People 

have varying beliefs about the Hereafter. The Jews believed they are the beloved of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala and they will never be punished. The Muslims believe because we say 

La illaha illaah we are definitely going to Jannah. In these ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

tells us that He is the Judge and only He can decide the fate of people. We cannot simply 

enter Jannah because we were born into Muslim families. Our actions are the most 

important thing. Therefore, keep a watch on them.  

 

“The Day the shin will be uncovered and they are invited to prostration but the 

disbelievers will not be able,” (68: 42).  

 



نـَْيا رِيَاًء َيْكِشُف رَبُـَّنا َعْن َساِقِه، فـََيْسُجُد َلُه ُكلُّ ُمْؤِمٍن َوُمْؤِمَنٍة، َويـَبْـ  َقى َمْن َكاَن َيْسُجُد ِِف الدُّ
 َوُُسَْعًة، فـََيْذَهُب لَِيْسُجَد، فـَيَـُعوُد َظْهرُُه طَبَـًقا َواِحًدا

“Our Lord will reveal His Shin, and every believing male and female will prostrate 

to Him. The only people who will remain standing will be those who prostrated in 

the worldly life only to be seen and heard (showing off). This type of person will 

try to prostrate at that time, but his back will made to be one stiff plate (the bone 

will not bend or flex.”  

 

One point worth mentioning is that with regards to the attributes of Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala we believe in them as He informed us about them however we do not go in their 

details. It does not befit us to get into the details of how they might be. 

 

About the ayah it can be said that it means on the Resurrection Day it will be openly and 

publicly demonstrated who in the world actually worshipped Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and 

who was disinclined to do so. Those who sincerely worshipped Him in the world would 

prostrate themselves, and those who had declined to bow before Him in the world would be 

unable to do so. It will become impossible for them to put up a false show of being 

worshippers. Therefore, they will remain standing, degraded and downcast with shame, 

“Their eyes humbled, humiliation will cover them,” (68: 43).  

 

When they were called to prostrate in the worldly life, they refused to do so even though 

they were healthy and secure. Therefore, they will be punished for their laziness and 

unwillingness to pray. When the Almighty Lord makes Himself visible (before the believers), 

then the believers will fall down in prostration to Him, but no one of the disbelievers and 

hypocrites will be able to prostrate. Rather, their backs will become one plate. Every time 

one of them attempts to prostrate, he will bow his neck but will not be able to prostrate. 

This is just like in the life of this world, when these people were in opposition to what the 

believers were doing.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “So leave Me, with whoever denies the Qur’an,” (68: 

44) this is a severe threat which means leave Me alone with this person; I know about him 

and how I gradually punish him and increase him in his falsehood. I am giving him respite 

for a while then I will seize him with a mighty and powerful punishment. They will not even 

be aware of it. Rather, they will believe that it is a noble blessing from Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala but really the same matter is actually a form of humiliation (for them).  

 

In Surah al-Furqan ayaah 55 and 56, it was said, “Do they think that in wealth and 

children with which We expand them, We hasten unto them with good things? 

Nay, but they perceive not,” (25: 55-56). In Surah al-Anaam ayah 44 Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala said, “So, when they forgot that which they had been reminded, We 

opened for them the gates of everything, until in the midst of their enjoyment in 

that which they were given, all of a sudden, We punished them, and lo! They were 

plunged into destruction with deep regrets and sorrows,” (6: 44). 

 

Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “Indeed, My plan is firm,” (68: 45) meaning 

this is My plan, and My plot against them; great against whoever opposes My command, 

rejects My Messengers and dares to disobey Me. In the two Saheehs it is recorded from the 

Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam that he said, “Verily Allah the Exalted 

gives respite to the wrongdoers until He seizes him and he will not be able to 

escape Him.”  

http://quran.com/25/55-56
https://versebyversequranstudycircle.wordpress.com/2013/11/25/tafseer-surah-al-anaam-ayaat-44-and-45/


       

Ayaat 46-52 ― And Indeed those who Disbelieve would Almost Make You Slip  

 

 
 

“Or do you ask of them a payment, so they are by debt burdened down?” (68: 46) 

meaning you, O Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, call them to Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala without taking any wages from them. Rather, you hope for the reward with Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. Yet, they reject that which you have brought to them simply due to 

ignorance, disbelief and obstinacy.  

 

“Then be patient for the decision of your Lord,” (68: 48) meaning persevere against 

the harm your people cause you and their rejection. For verily, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

will give you authority over them, and make the final victory for you and your followers in 

this life and the Hereafter.  

 

Here is a lesson for everyone who might be suffering in their personal lives. Do not lose the 

reward for patience by letting your emotions go haywire. Be patient and wait for the help of 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to come. Things will be better and different for you perhaps not 

now but there will come a time when things will be according to your liking. You have to 

ensure you are not disobeying Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala or going against any of His 

commands. Do not take matters in your hands and ruin your life. Seek help from Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala through patience and prayer.   

 



“And be not like the companion of the fish,” (68: 48) meaning Yunus ‘alayhi salaam 

when he went off angry with his people. Various things happened to him, such as riding on 

a ship at sea, being swallowed by a (large) fish, the fish carrying him off into the ocean, 

being in the darkness and depth of the sea and hearing the sea’s and its dwellers 

glorification of the Most High, the Most Able (Allah). For Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is the 

One Whose execution of divine decree cannot be resisted. After all of this, Yunus ‘alayhi 

salaam called out from the layers of darkness.  

 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala heard his prayer and delivered him from his affliction. Had it not 

be the grace of his Lord, he would have been left in the stomach of the fish. But Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala forgave him for his impatience and relieved him from his affliction.  

 

“So his Lord chose him and made him of the righteous,” (68: 50) meaning he made a 

mistake, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala gave him the tawfeeq to repent for it. He was forgiven 

and again chosen and made of the righteous. We read a similar account earlier about the 

companions of the garden. When they realized their mistake they sought forgiveness and 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala forgave them. We learn that when a person commits a sin or 

does something wrong he must immediately hasten to seek sincere forgiveness from Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. If Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala finds sincerity in his repentance He might 

forgive him. We seek Allah’s forgiveness for the evil that we have committed whether it is 

known to us or unknown.  

 

The people of Makkah tried every tactic to stop the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam from 

spreading the message. One trick that they came up with was to stare at him so as to 

overpower him, confuse him and make him lose his confidence. Therefore, Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala revealed this ayah and said, “And indeed, those who disbelieve would almost 

make you slip with their eyes when they hear the message,” (68: 51). Another 

interpretation of this ayah is that the eyes referred here is the evil eye. Because of their 

jealousy and hatred for the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam they would cast an evil eye 

upon him, and were it not for Allah’s protection of him, defending him against them then 

their evil eye would have harmed him.  

 

“And they say, ‘Indeed, he is mad,’” (68: 51) because of the Qur’an that he would be 

reciting. Refuting their claim Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala said, “But it is not except a 

reminder to all the ‘Alameen,” (68: 52) meaning Qur’an is not madness but a reminder. 

The best way to keep safe is to seek protection from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and be 

confident in your religion.  

 
================================= 

Join us for a study of Qur’an at Facebook or our blog. We are following the tafseer of Ibn Katheer. 

 َه ِإَلَّ أَنَت ُسْبَحـَنَك ِإِّنِّ ُكنُت ِمَن الظَـِّلِمنيَ َأن َلَّ ِإلَـ
“None has the right to be worshipped but You, Glorified are You! Truly, I have been 

of the wrongdoers,” (21: 87). 
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