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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Surah al-Mulk 
 

Period of Revelation: Makkan 

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

 

In this Surah, on the one hand, the teachings of Islam have been introduced briefly, and, on 

the other, the people living in heedlessness have been aroused from their slumber in a most 

effective way. A characteristic of the earliest Surahs of the Makkan period is that they 

present the entire teachings of Islam and the object of the Prophet’s mission. Moreover, 

they are particularly directed to make the people shun heedlessness, to make them think, 

and to arouse their dormant conscience. 

 

In the first five ayaat man has been made to realize that the universe in which he lives is a 

most well-organized and fortified Kingdom in which he cannot detect any fault, any 

weakness or flaw, however hard he may try to probe. This Kingdom has been brought from 

nothing into existence by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala Himself and all the powers of 

controlling, administering and ruling it are also entirely in Allah’s hand. His power is infinite. 

Man has also been told that he has not been created without a purpose. He has been sent 

here for a test and in this test he can succeed only by his righteous deeds and conduct. 

 

In ayaat 6-11, dreadful consequences of disbelief which will appear in the Hereafter have 

been mentioned, and the people told that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, by sending His 

Prophets, has warned them of these consequences in this world, as if to say, Now, if you do 

not believe in what the Prophets say and correct your attitude and behavior accordingly, in 

the Hereafter you will yourself have to admit that you really deserved the punishment that 

was being meted out to you. 

 

In ayaat 12-l4, the truth that has been impressed on the minds is that the Creator cannot 

be unaware of His creation. He is aware of each open and hidden secret of ours, even of the 

innermost ideas of our hearts. Hence, the right basis of morality is that man should avoid 

evil, fearing the accountability of the unseen God, whether in the world there is a power to 

take him to task for this or not, and whether in the world there is a possibility of being 

harmed by such a power or not. Those who adopt such a conduct in the world alone will 
deserve forgiveness and a rich reward in the Hereafter. 

In ayaat 15-23, making allusions, one after the other to those common truths of daily 

occurrence, which man does not regard as worthy of much attention, he has been invited to 

consider them seriously. It has been said: Look at the earth on which you move about with 

full satisfaction and peace of mind, and from which you obtain your sustenance has been 

subdued for you by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. Otherwise this earth might at any time start 

shaking suddenly so as to cause your destruction, or a typhoon might occur, which may 

annihilate you completely. Look at the birds that fly above you. It is only Allah Who is 

sustaining them in the air. Look at your own means and resources. If Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala wills to inflict you with a scourge, none can save you from it; and if Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala wills to close the doors of sustenance on you, none can open them for you. These 

things are there to make you aware of the truth, but you see them like animals, which are 

unable to draw conclusions from observations, and you do not use your sight, hearing and 



minds which Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has bestowed on you as men; that is why you do 
not see the right way." 

In ayaat 24-27, it has been said that we have to ultimately appear before Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala in any case. It is not for the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to tell the exact 

time and date of the event. His only duty was to warn beforehand of its inevitable 

occurrence. People of Makkah were not paying attention to his message and demanding that 

he should cause the event (the Day of Judgment) to occur and appear prematurely before 

them. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says but when it will occur, and people will see it with their 

own eyes, they will then be astounded. Then, it will be said to them, “This is the very thing 
you were calling to be hastened.” 

In ayaat 28-29 replies have been given to what the unbelievers of Makkah said against the 

Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and his Companions radhiAllahu ‘anhum. They cursed 

the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and prayed for his and the believers’ destruction. 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala asks them how is the fate of believers going to change the 

destiny of the unbelievers? Whether the believers are punished or shown mercy, how is this 

going to affect the deniers of the truth? People should look after themselves and consider 

who would save them if they were overtaken by the scourge of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala? 

They regard those who believe in Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and put their trust in Him as 

the misguided, a time will come when it will become evident as to who was misguided in 

actual truth. 

In conclusion, the people have been asked and left to ponder over the question that if the 

water which has come out from the earth at some place in the desert or hill country of 

Arabia and upon which depends your whole life activity, should sink and vanish 

underground, who beside Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala can restore it to you. Water is essential 

for life and if it disappears nothing on earth can sustain.  

We ask Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala for His never-ending blessings and the ability to give 
thanks for His favors that we enjoy, aameen.  

Virtues of Surah al-Mulk 

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Huraira radhiAllahu ‘anhu that Allah’s Messenger salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam said,  

 

 تـََباَرَك الَِّذى بَِيِدِه اْلُمْلكُ  :ِإنَّ ُسورًَة ِف اْلُقْرآِن َثََلِثنَي آيًَة َشَفَعْت ِلَصاِحِبَها َحْْت ُغِفَر َلهُ 
 

“Verily, there is a chapter in the Qur’an which contains thirty ayaat that will 

intercede on behalf of its recitor until he is forgiven. (It is) ‘Blessed be He in 

Whose Hands is the dominion.’”  

 

At-Tabarani and al-Hafiz ad-Diya’ al-Maqdisi both recorded from Anas radhiAllahu ‘anhu that 

the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said,  

 

 تـََباَرَك الَِّذى بَِيِدِه اْلُمْلكُ  :اِحِبَها َحْْت أَْدَخَلْتُه اْْلَنَّةَ ُسوَرٌة ِف اْلُقْرآِن َخاَصَمْت َعْن صَ 
“There is a chapter of the Qur’an that will argue on behalf of its recitor until it 

causes him to enter into Paradise. (It is) ‘Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the 

dominion.’” 



Tafseer Surah al-Mulk 
 

Ayaat 1-5 ― Glorification of Allah, Exalted is He 

 

 
 

“Blessed is He…” (67: 1), tabaraka is superlative from barkat. Barkat comprehends the 

meanings of exaltation and greatness, abundance and plentifulness, permanence and 

multiplicity of virtues and excellences. When the superlative tabaraka is formed from it, it 

gives the meaning that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is infinitely noble and great. He is 

superior to everything beside Himself in His essence and attributes and works. His 

beneficence is infinite, and His excellences are permanent and everlasting.   

 

“…in whose hand is dominion…” (67: 1), dominion implies sovereignty over everything 

that exists in the universe. He is the possessor of all power and authority and no one else 

has any share in it. He deals with all of His creatures however He wishes. There is none who 

can reverse His decree. He is not questioned concerning what He does because of His force, 

His wisdom and His justice, “He is over all things competent,” (67: 1). 

 

He is the One, “…who created death and life…” (67: 2) to examine which of us will be 

best in deeds or who is worthy of entering into Jannah. Jannah is a beautiful place and only 

the one with the most beautiful deeds will enter it.  



We learn a few things from this ayah: 

 

1. That life and death are given by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala no one else can grant life 

nor cause death; 

2. That man’s creation has not been without purpose. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

created man to test him. This test will end with the end of his life in this world; 

3. That for the sake of this test Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has given every man an 

opportunity for action. It is his choice to pursue good or the evil path; 

4. That Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala alone will decide who has done good or evil. It is not 

for us to judge. Every person will be recompensed according to his deeds, for if there 

was no reward or punishment the test would be meaningless. 

 

What is a beautiful action? Only that which is beautiful in the Sight of Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala. The intention for that deed is correct (sincerely done for the sake of Allah) and it is 

done according to the Sunnah of the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. For he was the 

beloved of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala sent for our guidance with the best character. Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala loved his actions. Therefore, we need to study his seerah and learn 

how is eating, drinking, sleeping, and other day-to-day matters were like. 

 

Everyone has found their own way of worshipping. Imagine a student being given a 

particular curriculum and he goes on to learn something else. Will he clear his exams? 

Definitely, not. Similarly, if we are to enter Jannah then we must follow the curriculum that 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, the teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

 

Everything around us is performing its purpose. It is only man who is going on varying 

ways. Some have found their purpose in life while for others this life is still a place of play 

and entertainment. We see that the other living beings are performing their purpose. The 

sun rises and sets at its defined time. If it doesn’t there will be a chaos. So because we are 

not living according to the purpose of our creation our lives are in a mess.  

 

Another thing note here is that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala does not want quantity rather 

quality. He wants to see who among us is better. Everything that we do in our life is a 

deed. For example, what do we do while we are waiting for our commute to come? Do we 

curse because it’s late or do we make use of the time and do dhikr? What do we do while 

our computer is booting-up? What does one talk about and how much does he talk? Does he 

waste his own and other’s time or keep his conversation to the point? Does he turn away 

upon seeing someone or is he the first one to greet them? Let’s all make the most of our 

time and watch our speech. 

 

“And He is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving,” (67: 2) meaning even though Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala is Almighty, He also forgives, shows mercy, pardons and excuses. He 

is not tyrannous and cruel. He has the full power to punish the evildoers and none can 

escape His punishment, however, along with this He is Most Forgiving to whoever turns to 

Him in repentance and seeks His pardon after having disobeyed Him and opposed His 

commandment.  

 

Further He says, “[And] who created seven heavens in layers,” (67: 3) meaning 

stacked one on top of the other. They are not connected to each other but are in elevated 

ascension, some of them being stacked above others, or separated with space between 

them. A good example is to look at the layers of an onion. They are not connected but 

rather stacked above others.  

 



Mankind is challenged to look at Allah’s creation and find any flaw or inconsistency in it. But 

there is no disunion, conflict, inconsistency, deficiency, flaw or defect. Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala emphasizes to look again and pay a closer attention. Are there any flaws or rifts in it? 

There is no indiscipline, disorder and discordance anywhere in the universe. All its parts are 

well-connected and in perfect harmony and coordination. Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala said, “[Your] vision will return to you humbled while it is fatigued,” (67: 4) 

meaning if one continuously looked, no matter how much he looked, his sight will return to 

him humiliated and exhausted due to inability to see any flaw or defect in Allah’s creation.  

 

After negating any deficiency in the creation of the heavens, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

explains their perfection and beauty, “And We have certainly beautified the nearest 

heaven with stars,” (67: 5). This refers to the stars which have been placed in the 

heavens, some moving and some stationary. ‘Nearest heaven’ implies that which can be 

seen with the naked sky beyond that can only be seen through telescopes and they are 

distant heavens. By adorning the nearest heaven with stars, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala had 

made the vision splendid and glorious for mankind to admire. The sky is not dark, dismal 

and desolate. The glory and grandeur of the night sky strikes man with amazement.  

 

“And have made [from] them what is thrown at the devils,” (67: 5) this does not 

mean that the stars themselves are pelted at the Shayateen rather it is the meteors 

originating from them that wander in space at tremendous speeds. Their falling to the earth 

in a continuous shower prevents the Shayateen of the earth from ascending to the heavens. 

Whenever the Shayateen try to ascend heavenward these meteorites drive them away. 

About this Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says in Surah as-Saffat, 

 

“Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars (for beauty). And to 

guard against every rebellious devil.  They cannot listen to the higher group 

(angels) for they are pelted from every side. Outcast, and theirs is a constant (or 

painful) torment. Except such as snatch away something by stealing, and they are 

pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brightness,” (37: 6-7). Qatadah said, “These 

stars were only created for three purposes: Allah created them as adornment for the 

heaven (sky), as missiles for the devils and as signs for navigation. Therefore, whoever 

seeks to interpret any other meanings for them other than these, then verily he has spoken 

with his own opinion, he has lost his portion and burdened himself with that which he has 

no knowledge of.” Ibn Jareer and Ibn Abi Hatim both recorded this statement. 

 

“And have prepared for them the punishment of the Blaze,” (67: 5) meaning there is 

disgrace for the devils in this life and there is torment of the blazing Fire for them in the 

Hereafter.  

 

Ayaat 6-11 ― the Description of Hell and those who will enter into it 

 

A worst end and a terrible destiny awaits all those from among the men or the Shayateen 

that disbelieve in Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. When they are thrown into Hell they will hear a 

dreadful sound. Ibn Jareer said that this is the sound of shouting. Maulana Abu ‘Ala Maududi 

explained that the word shaheeq is used for producing a cry like the ass’s braying. It could 

be the sound of Hell itself, as well as the sound coming from Hell where the people already 

flung into it would be screaming and crying. This second meaning is supported by Surah 

Hud ayah 106, where it has been said, “Therein they will pant and hiss (because of 

thirst),” (11: 106) and the first meaning is confirmed from Surah al-Furqan ayah 12 which 

says, “When the Hell will see them from afar, they will hear the sounds of its 

http://quran.com/11/106
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raging and roaring,” (25: 12). On this basis, the correct meaning is that it would be the 

noise made both by Hell and by the dwellers of Hell.  

 

 
 
Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “It almost bursts with rage,” (67: 8) meaning 

some parts of it almost break apart from other parts due to the severity of its rage and 

anger with them. “Every time a company is thrown into it, its keepers ask them, ‘Did 

there not come to you a warner?’” (67: 9). Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala reminds us of His 

justice in dealing with His creatures and that He does not punish anyone until the proof has 

been established against them and a Messenger has been sent to them. “They will say, 

‘Yes, a warner had come to us but we denied…’” (67: 9), Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

had not kept them uninformed and unwarned. He had sent the Prophets to them. He had 

informed them of the truth and of the Right Way. He had warned them that if they followed 

a way other than the Right Way, it would lead them to Hell. But they had not listened.  

Thus, they have no recourse but to blame themselves and they will feel remorseful when 

such remorse will be of no benefit to them. This thing has been pointed out over and over 

again in the Qur’an that the test for which Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has sent man in the 

world is not being conducted by keeping man absolutely unaware and uninformed of the 

requirements of the test. Rather, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has made the most appropriate 

arrangements. He sent down Prophets (peace be upon them all), sent down Books and 

guided man to the Right Way yet man did not pay any heed.    

 



On that Day, no one can present the excuse that he was unaware of the Truth and that 

what was expected of him. They will say, “If only we had been listening or reasoning, 

we would not be among the companions of the Blaze,” (67: 10) meaning if we had 

listened to the Prophets and paid attention to what was being said or used our intellect to 

understand what this Truth was, we would not have been disbelieving in Allah and 

misguided about Him. Note that in the ayah listening comes before understanding the 

message. This indicates that listening to what is being said is a pre-requisite of obtaining 

guidance. A person who comes to the class and does not pay any attention to what is being 

said will he understand anything?  

 

They will admit their sins and be thrown in the Blaze.  

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu al-Bakhtari at-Ta’i that he heard from one of the 

Companions radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said,  

 

 َلْن يـَْهِلَك النَّاُس َحْْت يـُْعِذُروا ِمْن أَنـُْفِسِهم
 
“The people will not be destroyed until they themselves confess their guilt.”     

 

Ayaat 12-15 ― the Reward of those who fear their Lord unseen  

 

 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs of he who fears standing before his Lord, being 

frightened about matters between himself and Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala when he is not in 

the presence of other people. So he refrains from disobedience and he performs acts of 

obedience when no one sees him except Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. This is the real basis of 

morality in religion. A person’s refraining from an evil because the world regards it as an 

evil, or because it may entail a punishment by a worldly power, is a very flimsy basis for 

morality. He won’t be able to avoid the evil for long. There is no worldly power that 

possesses the ability to see the unseen. Many crimes are committed in today’s world that go 

by unobserved and unseen. Therefore, there is accountability in the Hereafter so that 



everybody can get justice. Moreover, evil may vary from country to country and place to 

place. Something regarded as evil in one country or place might not be considered evil in 

another. Islam raised the edifice of morality on the basis that one should refrain from an 

evil in fear of the unseen God Who sees man under all conditions and has same law for 

everyone regardless of their color, race or status. To forsake evil and adopt good only out of 

fear of Him is the real good which is commendable in religion.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala mentions that this person will have forgiveness and a great 

reward. His sins will be remitted and he will be rewarded abundantly.  

 

In the two Saheehs it appears,  

 

َعٌة يُِظلُُّهُم اهللُ تـََعاىل ِف ِظلِّ َعْرِشِه يـَْوَم ََل ِظلَّ ِإَلَّ ِظلُّه  َسبـْ
 

“There are seven people whom Allah the Exalted will shade in the shade of His 

Throne on the Day when there will be no shade except its shade.” Among those 

people will be,  

 

“A man who is tempted by a beautiful woman of high social status, but he says, ‘Verily, I 

fear Allah.’ Another person from among them is a man who gives charity and conceals it so 

that his left hand does not know what his right hand spent.”  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs us that He is aware of our innermost conscience and 

secrets, “And conceal your speech or publicize it; indeed, He is Knowing of that 

within the chests,” (67: 13). He is aware of all our thoughts including those that occur in 

the hearts. This address is to all human beings whether they are believers or unbelievers. 

For the believer, it contains the admonition that while living his life in the world he should 

always remember that not only his deeds but also his secret intentions and innermost 

thoughts are not hidden from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. For the unbeliever the warning 

that he may do whatever he may please fearless of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, but nothing 

that he does can remain unnoticed and unseen by Him.   

 

He asks how the Creator cannot know of its creation. Should He not know while He created 

us? He created every vein of our body; our hearts and our brain. We breathe only because 

He allows us to breathe. Our limbs function because He enables them to work. How then 

can anything of ours remain hidden from Him? He is the Subtle, the Acquainted. His 

Attribute Lateef means the One Who works in imperceptible ways as well as the One Who 

knows the hidden truth and realities.  

 

Then He mentions His favor to His creation in subjugating the earth to them, and making it 

subservient to them. He made it a stable abode and dwelling place. He placed in it 

mountains and caused water springs to gush forth from it. He fashioned pathways, and 

placed useful things in it and places fertile for the growth of fruit and vegetation. “It is He 

Who made the earth tame for you – so walk among its slopes,” (67: 15), He tells us 

to travel wherever we wish throughout the earth’s regions, its country sides and all the 

areas of its domain in our various journeys to seek earnings and trade. But we should know 

that our efforts alone will not benefit us anything unless Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala makes 

matters easy for us.  

 

He continues to say, “and eat of His provision,” (67: 15) that this earth has not become 

subdued for us of its own accord, the provision also that we are eating have not become 

available here by themselves, but Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has so arranged it by His 



wisdom and power. It made our life possible on earth and made it such a vast table spread 

with food that it contains endless provisions for our sustenance. If we are not lost in 

heedlessness and look about ourselves intelligently we will find how much wisdom underlies 

the making of this earth habitable for us. Thus, striving by using the means (to attain 

something) does not negate the necessity of depending upon Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. 

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab radhiAllahu ‘anhu that he heard the 

Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam say,  

 

َر، تـَْغُدو ِِخَاًصا َوتـَُروحُ   ِبطَانًا َلْوأَنَُّكْم تـَتَـوَكَُّلوَن َعَلى اهلِل َحقَّ تـَوَكُِّلِه، َلَرَزَقُكْم َكَما يـَْرُزُق الطَّيـْ
 

“If you would trust in Allah as He truly should be trusted in, He would surely 

provide for you as He provides for the birds. They set out in the morning with 

empty stomachs and return in the evening with full stomachs.” A bird searches 

morning and evening for its sustenance while depending upon Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. 

For He is the Subduer, the Controller and the One Who causes everything.   

 

“And to Him is the resurrection,” (67: 15), meaning while we move about on the earth 

and eat of what Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has provided for us here, we should not forget 

that ultimately we have to appear before Him on the Day of Judgment.  

 

Ayaat 16 – 19 – He is Able to seize however He wills 

 

 
 

 



In these ayaat we will learn more about Allah’s gentleness and mercy in dealing with His 

creatures. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is able to punish them because some of them 

disbelieve in Him and worship others besides Him, yet He is forbearing, He pardons, and He 

gives respite for an appointed time without hastening.  

 

He says, “Do you feel secure that He who in the heaven would not cause the earth 

to swallow you and suddenly it would sway? Or do you feel secure that He who in 

the heaven would not send against you a storm of stones?” (67: 16-17). The 

meaning of these ayaat is that our survival and well-being on the earth are all dependent 

upon Allah’s grace and bounty. We are not strutting about on this earth by our own will and 

power. We are under His protection for each moment of our life. Otherwise, Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala at any moment may cause such an earthquake to occur as may make 

this earth to become our grave instead of the cradle that it is, or may cause a windstorm to 

blow razing all our towns and settlements to the ground.   

 

And if all that happens then we will know how His warnings and admonitions are. These are 

the warnings either given through the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam or the Qur’an. 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala not allow us to live our lives heedlessly and surrender to Him 

before we are held accountable for our deeds, aameen.  

 

“Do they not see the birds above them with wings outspread and folded in?” (67: 

19). Each bird that flies in the air does so in the protection of the All-Merciful God. He it is, 

Who has given to each bird the form and structure by which it became able to fly. He it is, 

Who has taught each bird the method to fly. He it is, Who has made the air obey the laws 

by which it became possible for the heavier than air bodies to fly in it. And He it is, Who 

upholds every bird in the air, otherwise the moment Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala withdraws 

His protection from it, it drops to the ground.  

 

“Indeed, He is, of all things, Seeing,” (67: 19) meaning that this is not confined only to 

birds, but whatever exists in the world exists because of Allah’s guardianship. He alone 

provides the means necessary for the existence of everything, and He alone keeps watch 

that everything created by Him is provided with what is beneficial and suitable for it.  

 

Ayaat 20 – 27 – No One can help or grant Sustenance except Allah 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala addresses the idolators who worship others besides Him, seeking 

help and sustenance from them. He rebukes them for what they believe, and informs them 

that they will not attain that which they hope for.  

 

He asks, “…who is it that could be an army for you to aid you other than the Most 

Merciful?” (67: 20). Notice that Allah’s Name Ar-Rahman has been used and not Allah. 

This is a reminder for the deniers that He Who is Ar-Rahman, Whose blessings and favors 

you have been enjoying is the One that you are denying? Then who besides Him can save 

you from His torment? “The disbelievers are not but in delusion,” (67: 20), a deluded 

person thinks something good is going to come out of what they are doing and there may 

be external factors which support their claim, but they are really following a road to danger. 

 

“Or who is it that could provide for you if He withheld His provision?” (67: 21) 

meaning who is it that can provide for you if Allah cuts off your sustenance. There is no one 

who gives, withholds, creates, provides and helps other than Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

alone, Who has no partner. This proves that they know this, yet they still worship others 

besides Him. therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “But they have persisted in 

insolence and aversion,” (67: 21) meaning they persist in their transgression, lying and 



misguidance, abstaining and fleeing away from the truth. They do not listen to it nor do 

they follow it.  

 

 
 

“Then is one who walks fallen on his face better guided or one who walks erect on 

a straight path,” (67: 22). This is a parable which Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala made of the 

believer and the disbeliever. So the condition of the disbeliever is like one who walks prone 

on his face. This is like a person walking bent over on his face (with his head down) instead 

of walking upright. This person does not know where he is going or how. Rather, he is lost, 

astray and confused. Is this person more guided or he walks erect on a straight path? This 

person who walks upright is on a clear path and he is straight within himself while his path 

is straight as well. This is their likeness in this world, and their likeness will be the same in 

the Hereafter. So the believer will be gathered (on the Day of Judgment) walking upright 

upon the straight path and the vast and spacious Paradise will be opened up for him. 

However, the disbeliever will be gathered walking down on his face to the Hellfire.   

 

“Say, ‘It is He who has produced you and made for you hearing and vision and 

hearts; little are you grateful,’” (67: 23) meaning He initiated your creation and 

endowed you with intellect and power of reasoning. How little you use these abilities that 



Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has blessed you with to obey Him, to act according to His 

commandments, and avoid His prohibitions.  

 

We are human beings and not cattle. We were not meant to follow blindly whatever error 

and deviation we found prevailing in the world, without considering for a moment whether 

the way we have adopted was right or wrong. We had not been given the sense of hearing 

that we may refuse to listen to the one who tries to distinguish the right from the wrong, 

and may persist in whatever false notions we already have in our mind. We had not been 

given eyesight that we may follow others like the blind and may not bother to see whether 

the signs scattered around us testified to the Unity of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, which the 

Messenger of God preached about, or whether the system of the universe is Godless, or is 

being run by many, gods simultaneously. Likewise, we had also not been given this 

knowledge and intelligence that we may give up thinking and understanding to others and 

may adopt every crooked way that was enforced by somebody in the world, and may not 

use our own intellect to see whether it was right or wrong. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has 

blessed us with knowledge and intelligence, sight and hearing, so that we may recognize 

the truth, but we are being ungrateful to Him in that we are employing these faculties for 

every other object than the one for which these had been granted. 

  

“Say, “It is He who has multiplied you throughout the earth, and to Him you will 

be gathered,” (67: 24). He spread and distributed us all throughout the various regions 

and areas of the earth with our differing languages, colors, shapes, appearances and forms. 

We will come together after this separation and division. He will gather us all just as He 

separated us and He will bring us back again just as He originated us. Then while informing 

of the disbelievers who reject the final return, and doubt concerning its real occurrence, 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala said “And they say, ‘When is this promise, if you should be 

truthful?’” (67: 25). The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam informed his people that no 

one knows the time of the Day of Judgment exactly except Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. He 

has commanded the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to inform us that it is real and it will 

definitely occur, so beware of it. In this connection, one should understand that only an 

ignorant person could raise a question about its occurrence, for even if it is told, it does not 

make any difference. For example, the exact time when a person will die is only known to 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, however, all know that everyone has to die one day. This 

knowledge should be enough for us to pay heed to our lives and live it consciously. “I am 

only a clear warner,” (67: 26) meaning the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is only 

obligated to convey, and verily he has performed his duty of conveying the news to us. 

 

Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “But when they see it approaching, the faces of 

those who disbelieve will be distressed,” (67: 27). When the Day of Judgment begins, 

and the unbelievers witness it, and they will see that the matter has drawn close, because 

everything that is to occur will occur even if takes a long time. So, when what they denied 

occurs, it will grieve them because they will know what is awaiting them there (in Hell) of 

the worst evil. It will surround them and Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will command what they 

were not able to reckon or fully comprehend to come to them. Then it will be said, “This is 

that for which you used to call,” (67: 27) meaning that you hastened for.  

 

We see refuge with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala from a life and death of ghaflah, aameen.  

 

Ayaat 28 – 30 – Let Everyone Reflect upon Their Own Deliverance 

 

When the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam started his mission in Makkah and the 

members of the different clans of Quraysh began embracing Islam, the people of every 

house started cursing him and his Companions. They started practicing magic and charms 



on him to cause his death, even devising plots to kill him. At this, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

commanded the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to recite these ayaat.  

 

 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “Say, [O Muhammad], ‘Have you considered: whether 

Allah should cause my death and those with me or have mercy upon us, who can 

protect the disbelievers from a painful punishment?’” (67: 28). This ayah means what 

will it profit the unbelievers whether the believers perish or live by the grace of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. They should worry about themselves as to how they will save 

themselves from His punishment. For there is nothing that can rescue them from Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala except repentance, turning to Him for forgiveness and returning to His 

religion.  

 

“Say, ‘He is the Most Merciful; we have believed in Him, and upon Him we have 

relied. And you will [come to] know who it is that is in clear error,’” (67: 29). We 

believe in the Lord of all that exists the Most Glorious, the Most Merciful, while you 

(unbelievers) deny Him. Upon Him we rely in all of our affairs while you have put your trust 

in yourself, your own resources, and false deities besides Him. On the Day of Judgment you 

will come to know who has erroneous beliefs.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala continues, “Say, ‘Have you considered: if your water was to 

become sunken [into the earth], then who could bring you flowing water?’” 

(67:30). If the water was to go away and disappear into the lowest depths of the earth then 

it would not be reachable with iron axes or strong arms. No one besides Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala has the power to restore these springs of water for us. So, it is merely out of 

Allah’s favor and His grace that He causes water to spring forth for us, and He makes it run 

to the various regions of the earth in an amount that is suitable for the needs of servants, 

be it little or abundant. All praise and thanks is for Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala.  
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