
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Surah al-Haqqah 
 

Period of Revelation: Makkan 

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

 

The word Haqqah is from the word Haq and it means that which is to happen, the 

inevitable. About this Surah, ‘Umar radhiAllahu ‘anhu said, “Before embracing Islam one day 

I came out of my house with a view to causing trouble to the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam. But he had entered the Masjid al-Haram before me. When I arrived I found him 

reciting Surah al-Haqqah in the prayer. I stood behind him and listened. As he recited the 

Qur’an I wondered at its literary charm and beauty. Then suddenly an idea came to my 

mind that he must be a poet as the Quraysh alleged. Just at that moment he recited the 

words,  

 

I said to myself: Then he must be a soothsayer, if not a poet. Thereupon he recited the 

words: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On hearing this Islam entered deep into my heart. [Musnad Ahmad] 

 

The first section (ayaat 1-37) of this Surah carries a strong description of the Hereafter 

while the second section (ayaat 38-52) is about Qur’an being a revelation of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala and the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam being a true Messenger of 

Allah.  

 

The first section opens with the assertion that the coming of the Resurrection and the 

occurrence of the Hereafter is true which will take place inevitably. Ayaat 4-12 carry a 

description of the past communities that denied the Hereafter and became worthy of Allah’s 

scourge. Ayaat 13-17 depict the occurrence of Resurrection. In ayaat 18-37, the real object 

for which Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has destined a second life for mankind after the present 

worldly life has been enunciated. In it we are told on that Day all men shall appear in the 

Court of their Lord, where no secret of theirs shall remain hidden each man’s record will be 

placed in his hand. Those who had spent lives in the world with the realization that one day 

they would have to render an account of their deeds before their Lord, and who had worked 

righteously in the world and provided beforehand for their well-being in the Hereafter, will 

rejoice when they see that they have been acquitted and blessed with the eternal bliss of 

Paradise. On the contrary, those who neither recognized the rights of Allah subhanahu wa 

  ۚ  َوَما ُهَو بَِقْوِل َشاِعٍر  -ِإنَُّه َلَقْوُل َرُسوٍل َكِرمٍي 
“That this is verily the word of an honored Messenger. It is not the word of a poet,” 

(69: 40-41). 

 تَنزِيٌل مِّن رَّبِّ اْلَعاَلِميَ  - قَِليًلا مَّا َتذَكَُّرونَ  ۚ  َوََل بَِقْوِل َكاِهٍن 
“Nor is it the word of a soothsayer, little is that you remember! This is the 

Revelation sent down from the Lord of the ‘Alameen,” (69: 42-43). 

 



ta’ala nor discharged the rights of men will have no one to save them from the punishment 

of Allah, and they will be cast into Hell.  

 

In the second section (ayaat 38-52) the disbelievers of Makkah have been addressed and 

told that you think this Qur’an is the word of a poet or soothsayer whereas it is a Revelation 

sent down by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala upon Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. The 

Messenger by himself had no power to increase or decrease a word in it. If he forged 

something of his own composition into it, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala would have cut off his 

neck-vein. For this is the Truth absolute and pure; and those who give it a lie will ultimately 

regret and repent. 

 

Ayaat 1-12 ― Punishment is according to the Sin 

 

 
 

The word al-Haqqah is from the word haq which means truth. Haq is something that is 

firmly established. The ta marboota [ة] at the end signifies it is an event or incident. 

Therefore al-Haqqah is an event which will definitely, for sure or inevitably occur. There is 

no doubt or suspicion about its occurrence. Repeating the word thrice indicates its 

importance and warning to the deniers of Resurrection. They are being told that: That which 



you are denying is ‘inevitable’. Your denial will not prevent it from happening. Therefore 

listen attentively. 

 

What follows is a description of destruction of the past nations who similar to the 

unbelievers of Makkah denied the coming of the Truth. They believed this worldly life was 

the only one to be lived in and there was no accountability or justice in the Hereafter.  

 

“Thamud and ‘Ad people denied the Qari’ah!” (69: 4), the word qari’ah [قَارِع] is 

derived from the root qaf-ra-ayn (qar) which means ‘to hammer, to beat, to knock and 

to strike one thing upon the other’. This other word for Resurrection has been used to 

give an idea of its terror and dread.  

 

[Read the tafseer of Surah al-Qari’ah] 

“As for Thamud, they were destroyed by the awful cry!” (69: 5) Taghiyah [ َطَّاِغي] is 

from the root tay-ghayn-ya which means ‘to exceed a limit, to transgress, wander 

from its orbit or exceed the bound’. People of Thamud demanded a miracle of 

witnessing a ten month pregnant she-camel emerge from a certain rock. Their Prophet 

‘alayhi salaam made them promise that if their request is responded to they would believe 

in him and follow him. They agreed to do so. But when the she-camel emerged they wanted 

to get rid of it because they still disbelieved in their Messenger despite benefiting from the 

camel and plotted to kill it. As result, they were punished by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala by a 

strong earthquake and overwhelming cry. They were overtaken by this and were left dead 

in their homes.  

 

[Read the details of destruction of the People of the Thamud] 

 

The punishment of the people of Thamud has been described differently in the Qur’an. In 

Surah al-A’raf ayah 78 it has been called ar-rafjah [الرَّْجَفة] meaning a terrible earthquake; 

in Surah Hud ayah 67 it has been termed as-sayhah [الصَّْيَحة] meaning a violent blast; in 

Surah Fussilat ayah 17 it has been said that were overtaken by saaiqatu al-aathab 

 a humiliating scourge. These words describe different aspects of the ,[َصاِعَقُة اْلَعَذاب]

same calamity.  

 

Their punishment was a violent one. It passed many limits. The loud sound was beyond 

their ability to bear and hence their heads and bodies blew up and exploded. One point 

worth mentioning here is that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala uses similar word for their 

punishment as their sins. They were rebellious and transgressed their limits and so was 

their punishment. The sound (or the punishment) transgressed its limits.  

 

“And as for ‘Ad, they were destroyed by a furious violent wind,” (69: 6). Sarsar 

 is a harsh, cold and bitter wind which chills down to the bones. Sarsar is a [َصْرَصر]

repeated word which means it is a wind which continuously repeats itself.  The word 
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aatiyah [          ] is from the root ayn-ta-wau [utuw] and it is used for someone who 

harms others and deals with them in a harsh manner out of arrogance.  

 

The People of ‘Ad were destroyed by a harsh and arrogant wind because they were arrogant 

people themselves, as it appears in Surah Fussilat. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “As for 

‘Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said, ‘Who is mightier 

than us in strength?’ See they not that Allah, Who created them was mightier in 

strength than them. And they used to deny Our Signs,” (41: 15).   

 

The winds continued to blow fiercely for seven nights and eight days without any mercy or 

blessing. They would cause the palm tree to hit the ground, and fall down on a person’s 

head. That man’s head would shatter and the trunk would remain a lifeless corpse. “Do you 

see any remnants of them?” (69: 8) meaning do you find any one of them left or anyone 

who even attributes himself to being from them. Rather they are all gone, right down to the 

last of them, and Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala did not make for them any successors.   

 

Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala mentions the destruction of Fir’awn [Pharaoh] and the cities 

overthrown. Mu’tafikatu is from the root hamza-fa-kaf [i’tafaka] which means ‘to take 

something, lift it, turn it over, change its position and then slam it down’.  

 

The ahadeeth discuss the destruction of the people. Angel Jibreel [Gabriel] was ordered by 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to lift the cities of Sodom and Gamorah and slam them upside 

down. They were then pelted with stones upon stones. This was their punishment in this life 

and in the Hereafter much worse and everlasting awaits them. We seek refuge with Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala from punishment in this life and the Hereafter.  

All of these nations were destroyed because of khaati’ah. Khaati’ah [ ََخاِطئ] is from the 

word khata’a which means ‘error or sin’. Their sin was transgression and rejection or 

denial of the Messengers (peace be upon them all) and the Message that they had brought.  

 

“Verily! When the water rose beyond its limits, We carried you…” (69: 11) now 

begins the description of what happened with Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam and his people. 

The water rose up over its shores by the leave of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and it 

overcame all that existed. This happened due to the supplication of Nuh ‘alayhi salaam 

against his people when they denied him, opposed him and worshipped other than Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala answered his supplication and 

the people of the earth were covered with the flood except for those who were with Nuh 

‘alayhi salaam in the ship. Thus, are humans all from the loins of Nuh and his progeny.   

 

Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala said, “That We might make it a remembrance for 

you, and the keen ear may (hear and) understand it,” (69: 12). A keen ear is such 

which is receptive of the content hearing it consciously and taking in the message. It 

understands the message and reflects upon it. Describing it Qatadah said, “An ear that Allah 

gives intelligence, so it benefits by what it hears from Allah’s Book.” It implies any ear that 

hears the stories of past nations and takes heed. It does not forget the dreadful fate that 

the unbelievers met and what waits for them in the Hereafter.  

 

The entire Qur’an and its narrative of previous nations is a reminder which needs to be 

listened to attentively and memorized so that we do not face a similar fate. May Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala protect us from transgression, arrogance and disobedience, aameen.  
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Ayaat 13-17 ― A Mention of the Horrors of the Day of Judgment 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs us of the horrors that will take place on the Day of 

Judgment. The first of these events is the blowing of fright into the Trumpet followed by the 

blowing of destruction when everything in the heavens and the earth will be struck down 

except whoever Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala wills. Then will be the blowing of standing before 

the Lord of all that exists, and the Resurrection, and the gathering. And this is that blowing. 

It is emphasized here that it is one blowing because the command of Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala cannot be opposed or prevented, and it does not need to be repeated or stressed. 

  

 

Nufika [ ٌنـَْفَخة] is from the root noon-fa-kaf [nafkh] and it means ‘to blow air into 

something’. In the olden days, people used the horn of an animal such as an ox to blow 

into it and seek people’s attention and make announcements. It was also used to start and 

end the warfare. Similarly, a horn will be blown on the Judgment Day and it will change 

everything in the heavens and the earth. This indicates the fragility of human life and the 

universe; how all around us is impermanent and unstable, while the might of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala is great. It only requires Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to command one of 

His creations to blow into a Horn, and all the world order comes to an end.  

 

Thus, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala goes on to say, “And the earth and the mountains 

shall be removed from their places, and crushed with a single crushing,” (69: 14). 

The most familiar thing to us in this world is the ground that we walk upon and it will be 

lifted and changed into something else. The word dhukka is from the root dal-kaf-kaf 

which means ‘to crush, break, beat, crumble to pieces, to push or thrust’. It is severe 

smashing that breaks something and levels it to the ground. On the Judgment Day, both the 

earth and the mountains will be smashed into each other, and they will turn into dust.  One 

smashing and everything will turn into small particles. This again shows us the power of 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. 

 

“Then on that Day shall the Event befall,” (69: 15) meaning, the Day of Judgment. 

“And the heaven will split asunder, for that Day it is infirm,” (69: 16), another 

familiar thing for us is the sky that we see every day. Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu 



commented that the sky will be torn apart and the Throne will be near it. Inshiqaaq is from 

the root sheen-qaf-qaf and it means ‘to cut, split, divide, rip or tear’.  The sky which is 

above our heads like a strong canopy shading us from harmful rays and other substances 

will be completely ripped up. It will be as frail as an old and tattered piece of cloth. 

 

“And the angels will be on its sides, and eight angels will, that Day, bear the 

Throne of your Lord above them,” (69: 17). The angels are like soldiers waiting for 

Allah’s instructions to act out a command. They are firm in their obedience. The entire world 

will be upside down but they will be standing still at their positions.  

 

Ayaat 18-37 ― the Children of Adam being Presented before Allah 

 

Now begins the description of the event when everyone will be presented before their 

Creator, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, and handed over their records.   

 

 

The word tu’radoon [           ] is from the root ayn-ra-dad which means ‘to show, to 

present or to set before’. This word is used when a seller or a merchant presents his 

merchandize to a buyer and allows him to check it. On that Day, we will be presented to the 

Knower of the secrets and private counsels for inspection. He is the One from Whom none 

of our affairs are hidden. He is the Knower of all things apparent, secret and hidden. The 

arrogant ones think that no one controls them and they are the in-charge but on that Day 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will inspect them and question them for what they did. We will all 

be handed over just like merchandize without having any control over ourselves. We ask 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala for an easy reckoning, aameen.  

 

In the previous ayaat we learned about the destruction of mightier objects such as the earth 

and the mountains and now Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala talks about the accountability of 

man. There was a reason why the destruction of other objects was mentioned first. In the 

dunya when a calamity strikes whether a natural disaster or a burglary we try to seek 



refuge behind other things. But when on the Judgment Day the entire earth will be flattened 

with no trees or mountains then where will man hide?  

 

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa that the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam said,  

 

ُِِر يـُْعَرُض النَّاُس يـَْوَم اْلِقَياَمِة َثًَلَث َعْرَضاٍت، َفَأمَّا َعْرَضَتاِن َفِجَداٌل َوَمَعاِذيُر، َوأَمَّا الثَّالِثَُة فَ  ََ َت ِعْنَد َذِل
 َوآِخٌذ ِبِشمالِه الصُُّحُف ِف اْْلَْيِدي َفآِخٌذ بَِيِميِنهِ 

“The people will be exhibited three times on the Day of Judgment. The first two 

presentations will be (their) arguing and offering excuses. During the third 

presentation the pages (records) will fly into their hands. Some of them will 

receive the records in their right hands and some will receive them in their left 

hands.” [Ibn Majah, at-Tirmidhi] 

 

Now begins the description of two kinds of people on the Day of Judgment. Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala informs us of the happiness of those who will receive their Book in their right 

hand. Out of their extreme pleasure they will be showing off their records to everyone. They 

will be of those whose bad deeds will have been replaced with good deeds. Ibn Abi Hatim 

recorded that ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Hanzalah said, “Verily, Allah will stop His servant 

on the Day of Judgment and He will make his sins appear on the outside of his Book of 

Records. Then He will say to him, ‘Did you do this?’ The servant will respond, ‘Yes, my 

Lord.’ Then Allah will say to him, ‘I will not expose you (or dishonor you) for it, for 

verily, I have forgiven you.’ The person will then say, ‘Here (you all) read my Book!’”  
 

In the Saheeh it is recorded from ibn ‘Umar radhiAllahu ‘anhu that he was asked about the 

private counsel. He responded by saying that he heard the Messenger of Allah salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam saying,  
 

ََ قَاَل اهلُل تـََعاىليُْدِن اهلُل اْلَعْبَد يـَْوَم اْلِقَياَمِة فـَيـَُقرِّرُُه ِبُذنُوبِِه ُكلَِّها، َحْْت ِإَذا رََأى أَنَُّه َقْد  ِإِنِّ َستَـْرتـَُها : َهَل
َِى ِكَتاَب َحَسَناتِِه بَِيِميِنهِ  ََ اْليَـْوَم، ُُثَّ يـُْع نـَْيا َوأَنَا أَْغِفُرَها َل ََ ِف الدُّ َوأَمَّا اْلَكاِفُر َواْلُمَناِفُق فـَيَـُقوُل . َعَلْي

 ْم َأَلَ َلْعَنُة اللَِّه َعَلى الظَـِّلِميَ َهـُؤَلِء الَِّذيَن َكَذبُواْ َعَلى َرّبِِّ : اْْلَْشَهادُ 
“Allah will bring the servant close (to Him) on the Day of Judgment and make him 

confess all of his sins. This will continue until the servant thinks that he is about to 

be destroyed. Then Allah ta’ala will say, ‘Verily, I have concealed these sins for 

you in the worldly life and I have forgiven you for them today.’ Then he will be 

given his Book of good deeds in his right hand. However, about the unbeliever and 

the hypocrite, the witnesses will say, ‘These are those who lied on their Lord, and 

verily, the curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers.’”  

 

Upon being saved from disgrace and exposure man will say, “Surely, I did believe that I 

shall meet my Account!” (69: 20) meaning I was certain in the worldly life that this world 

would definitely come to an end. He had been conscious of the Hereafter and had lived his 

worldly life with the belief that one day he would have to appear before Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala and render his account to Him. He kept away from the sins reminding himself of the 

accountability and the testimony of his skin and limbs against him in case he slips. “So he 

shall be in a life, well-pleasing,” (69:21) living in elevated castles, pleasant stations and 

eternal joy. The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said,  



 ِإنَّ اْْلَنََّة ِمائَُة َدَرَجٍة َما بـَْيَ ُكلِّ َدَرَجتَـْيِ َكَما بـَْيَ السََّماِء َواْْلَْرض
“Verily, Paradise has one hundred levels and between each level is a distance like 

the distance between the earth and the sky.”  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala goes on to describe the trees of Jannah, “The fruits in bunches 

whereof will be low and near at hand,” (69: 23). Al-Bara ibn ‘Azib said that the fruits 

will be close enough for the people of Paradise to reach them while they are lying on their 

beds. Man will be resting and lying down, and when he wants a fruit of his choice the fruit 

tree will come closer to him, bend down and allow the man to take a bite of its fruit. Then it 

will raise itself back up until man desires another bite. It will again lower itself and serve 

man. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will allow this to happen because He has prepared a life 

free from hardship and effort for the dwellers of Jannah. May He choose us to be from 

among them too, and we get our Book of Deeds in our right hands, aameen.  

  

“Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in days past!” 

(69: 24) this will be said to the People of Paradise as an invitation to them of blessing, favor 

and goodness in return for their good deeds. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam said,  
 

ا ِمْنُكْم َلْن يُْدِخَلهُ  ُدوا َوقَارِبُوا، َواْعَلُموا َأنَّ َأَحدا  َعَمُلُه اْْلَنَّة اْعَمُلوا َوَسدِّ
“Work deeds, strive, seek to draw near (to Allah) and know that none of you will 

be admitted into Paradise because of his deeds.” The Companions radhiAllahu ‘anhum 

asked, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He replied,  

 

 ِإَلَّ َأْن يـَتَـَغمََّدِنَ اهللُ ِبَرْْحٍَة ِمْنُه َوَفْضلَوََل أَنَا 
“Not even me, except if Allah covers me with mercy from Himself and grace.” 

 

Ayaat 25-37 

 

From ayah 25 begins the description of what will happen to a wretched person when he is 

given his record. At this time he will be remorseful. He will say, “I wish that I had not 

been given my Record!” (69: 25) this is because he is fully-aware of what deeds he has 

done and what records his Book carries. He sees his eternal punishment and does not want 

to face it. He would wish his death was the end of his existence and there was no life after 

it.  

 

He will have no lawyer to defend his case nor could his wealth save him, “My wealth has 

not availed me. My power and arguments have gone from me!”  (69: 28-29). People 

collect and hoard wealth for the rainy days. But on the Judgment Day no such accumulation 

will help a person. The word Sultania [              ] is used both for an argument and for power 

and authority. If it is taken as argument it would mean: the arguments that I used to give 

would not work here. Here, I have no argument which I can present in self-defense. And if it 

is taken in the sense of power, it would imply: the power which I enjoyed in the world is no 

more. I ruled over people and they carried out my commands. But here I have no authority 

or army to obey me. I stand here as a miserable, helpless creature who has nothing to 

defend himself with.  



 
 

At this point, it will be said, “Seize him and fetter him. Then throw him in the blazing 

Fire,” (69:30-31). The guardians of Hell will forcibly remove him from the gathering place. 

Fetter him. Put iron collars on his neck and carry him off to Hell and cast him into it. “Then 

fasten him with a chain whereof the length is seventy cubits!” (69: 32). The word 

al-jaheem [          ] refers to the Hellfire which is staring and about to pounce on its victim. 

Ka’ab al-Ahbar said, “Every ring of it will be equal to the entire amount of iron found in this 

world.” Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn Jurayj both said, “Each cubit will be the forearm’s length of an 

angel.” 

 

“Then fasten him,” (69: 32) meaning the chain will be entered into his buttocks and 

pulled out of his mouth. Then they will be arranged on this (chain) just like locusts are 

arranged on a stick that is being roasted, as explained by ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu.   

 

Next, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala narrates the reasons because of which this will happen to 

him. “Verily, He used not to believe in Allah, the Most Great,” (69: 33) meaning, he 

did not establish the right of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala upon him, of obedience to Him and 

performing His worship. He was heedless and did not worry about his standing before Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala on the Judgment Day. “And urged not on the feeding of poor,” 

(69: 34), he also did not benefit Allah’s creation nor did he give them their rights. For verily, 



Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has a right upon the servants that they worship Him alone and 

not associate anything with Him. The servants of Allah also have a right upon each other to 

good treatment and assistance in righteousness and piety. Therefore, we see a repeated 

reminder of performance of Salah and payment of Zakah throughout the Qur’an.  

 

According to Mufti Menk, any person who owns a bank account is rich. Therefore, we must 

check how much we are spending on ourselves and how much is there a share of others in 

our wealth. We also see a repeated reminder to feed the miskeen [needy]. It can be our 

means to enter Jannah, in sha Allah.  

 
“So no friend has he here this Day. Nor any food except filth from the washing of 

wounds,” (69: 3), because he did not help anyone in the dunya (the weaker ones in 

particular) therefore he will have no one to save him from the punishment of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. No close friend or an intercessor to make a request on his behalf. He 

did not feed the miskeen therefore his food will be nothing but the filthy washing of wounds. 

Some scholars said that ghisleen is a tree in Hell while others said that it will be the blood 

and fluid flowing from the flesh of the one being punished. Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu 

said, “Ghisleen is the pus of the people of the Hellfire.” We seek refuge with Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala from such an ending, aameen.  

 

“Do a balance of good deeds for pleasing Allah, and benefit the creation too. If you 

complete your obligations to Allah and help society, you might have a chance to be the 

person who receives the Book in his right hand.” __Abdul Nasir Jangda 

 

“None will eat except the Khati’oon,” (69: 37), the word khati’oon [           ] is from 

the root kha-tay-hamza which means ‘to do wrong, commit a mistake or error, commit a sin 

or crime, commit an offense’. This will be the punishment for anyone who is sinful and does 

not repent while he has a chance to do so in this worldly life. 

 

These ayaat show us the concept of retribution. Past civilizations were destroyed leaving 

nothing behind except some buildings for later generations to see and take heed, such as 

the pyramids and the carved mountains of Thamud. These buildings tell us what intelligent 

minds those people must have possessed but they were destroyed. Arrogance, corruption, 

oppression and sins had taken over them.  

 

We have been presented a preview of the Day of Judgment to convey that reward is in 

accordance with one’s actions. The good-doers will be in a lofty Paradise eating and drinking 

the choicest food to their fill while the evil-doers will be in chains feeding on their own pus.  

 

We ask Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala for His mercy and forgiveness. May we not become of 

those who live their lives heedlessly and will eventually end up in the Hellfire, aameen.   

 

Ayaat 38-52 ― The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala swears by His creation in which some of His signs can also be 

seen. He then swears by the hidden things that cannot be seen. This can mean a multiple of 

things such as we have seen the worldly life but we have no idea what lies after this or how 

it will be. Similarly, we can see fellow human beings but we cannot see the jinns which are 

another creation of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. We are conscious of the apparent blessings 

of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala but ignorant of the many hidden blessings. Also, we see the 

world around us today but we do not what was before this, or we see the remains of the 



perished nations but we cannot see the people who lived there previously. All of these 

meanings can be implied here.  

 

 
 

Ibn Katheer writes this is an oath where Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is swearing that the 

Qur’an is His Speech, His inspiration and His revelation to His servant and Messenger 

salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam whom He chose to convey His message and he carried out this 

trust faithfully.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “So I swear by whatsoever you see. And by 

whatsoever you see not,” (69: 38-39). The word laa in the beginning of the ayah implies 

strong negation. “That this is verily the word of an honored Messenger,” (69: 40) 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala gave this description to him, a description which carries the 

meaning of conveying because the duty of a messenger is to convey from the sender. The 

term Messenger is also applied for Angel Jibreel [Gabriel] because he too was entrusted with 

the duty of conveying the revelation and Speech of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. [Refer Surah 

at-Takweer ayaat 19-21] 

 

Notice how Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala uses the word kareem to define His Messenger 

salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. This means that even if the unbelievers and deniers call him by 

bad names he is an honorable Messenger of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. And when Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala praises a person then what people say does not matter.  

 

One might ask why, “…this is verily the word of an honored Messenger,” (69: 40) was 

said. The reason is that the people of Makkah were hearing the Qur’an being recited from 

the tongue of Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam just like he was hearing it from the 

mouth of Angel Jibreel ‘alayhi salaam. Therefore, we read that a little later it was said, 

“This is the Revelation sent down from the Lord of the ‘Alameen,” (69: 43). This 

http://versebyversequranstudycircle.wordpress.com/2014/05/27/tafseer-surah-at-takweer/
http://versebyversequranstudycircle.wordpress.com/2014/05/27/tafseer-surah-at-takweer/


proves that the Words that they recite are not their own words but a Message entrusted to 

them from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala.  

 

Describing the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala further 

says, “It is not the word of a poet, little is that you believe! Nor is it the word of a 

soothsayer, little is that you remember!” (69: 41-42).  

 

The Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam had lived between his people as an honest and 

trustworthy man. He was known for his best conduct. There was no one like him. They knew 

him since before his prophethood then how could they claim him to be a poet or a 

soothsayer? He had no selfish motive in presenting this Qur’an before the people. Rather he 

sacrificed all his personal interests, abandoned every ease and comfort, and even endured 

the insults and abuses of the same people who once venerated him. A person having a 

selfish motive could not have submitted himself to such tribulations.  They had heard the 

Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam talk and they had heard the Qur’an, there was no 

comparison between the two speeches. Nothing could match the literary beauty and 

eloquence of the Qur’an. Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala asserts, “This is the 

Revelation sent down from the Lord of the ‘Alameen,” (69: 43). 

 

Defending the noble status of the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala continues, “And if he had forged a false saying concerning Us, We surely 

should have seized him by his right hand,” (69: 44-45). If the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam forged something against Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, as the unbelievers claimed, 

and added or removed anything from the Message, or said anything from himself while 

attributing it to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala would have 

surely been swift in punishing him. ‘Seizing with the right hand’ implies grabbing strongly. 

“And then certainly should have cut off his life artery,” (69: 46) the word wateen 

 is from the root wau-ta-noon which means ‘to injure in the aorta’. Ibn ‘Abbas [َوِتي]

radhiAllahu ‘anhu said that al-wateen refers to the artery of the heart, and it is the vein that 

is attached to the heart. Muhammad ibn Ka’ab said, “It is the heart, its blood, and whatever 

is near it. “And none of you could withhold Us from (punishing) him,” (69: 47) 

meaning had Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala planned to punish the Messenger none of the other 

created beings could have prevented it from happening. The meaning behind all of this is to 

say that Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is truthful, righteous and guided. He has no 

authority to make any changes in the Revelation. If he did so, he would have been severely 

punished. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala determined what he is to convey, therefore he was 

helped with astonishing miracles and definite proofs.  

 

Ayaat 48-52 

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “And verily, this Qur’an is a Reminder for the 

righteous,” (69: 48). Here, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is also being informed 

indirectly that his followers will be the righteous ones. Those who do wrong or commit sins 

are not going to believe in this. Why? It is because, as we studied in the beginning of this 

Surah, they have been blinded by their ego and arrogance. Their power and authority stops 

them from doing good. When a person treads on the Right Path, he has to let go of many 

things and this includes money earned through impermissible means or being selfish and 

thinking only about one’s self. He will be concerned about his Hereafter and the well-being 

of the other people. Such is a muttaqi person.  



 
 

“And verily, We know that there are some among you that belie,” (69: 49) meaning 

that despite such detailed explanations there will still be some people who will reject the 

Qur’an. This rejection will be anguish for them on the Day of Judgment, as denoted by the 

word hasrah in ayah 50. Qur’an is an absolute truth in which there is no doubt, suspicion or 

confusion. This means that the people do not deny the Qur’an because there is some fault in 

it rather it is because of their own hypocrisy and lack of correct intention that they do not 

take any benefit from it.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala ends this Surah by telling us to glorify Him, “So glorify the 

Name of your Lord, the Most Great,” (69: 52). This was said in order to console the 

Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam that don’t worry about what the people say, your 

Lord is Glorious and Great. He will take care of you. So praise and glorify Him and seek help 

from Him.  

 

It is advised that when one comes across such ayaat in the Qur’an where there is an 

instruction to glorify or it carries praise for Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then we should glorify 

and praise Him. Recite SubhanAllah, alhumdulillah, La illaha il-lAllah, and other adkhar in 

His praise.   

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala make us of those who keep their tongues moist with His 

remembrance and take benefit from His Words, aameen.  

 
================================= 
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