
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 

Period of Revelation: Makkan 

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

 

In the Surahs that we have studied so far, we have noticed that there is a common theme. 

These Surahs talk about tazkiyah [self-purification] and discipline. Two elements required to 

become a da’ee. We can conclude that Juz 29 provides the guidelines of doing da’wah and 

the essential character required of a da’ee.  

 

This Surah was revealed at a time when Makkah was filled with hate, anger and opposition. 

The unbelievers of Makkah were intense in their opposition and stubborn in their rejection of 

the Message. By revealing this Surah, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala narrates to them the story 

of Prophet Nuh [Noah] ‘alayhi salaam. Prophet Nuh [Noah] called his people to Allah for 950 

years. But only a handful of the people accepted his Message. As a punishment, the ones 

who were stubborn and rejected the Message were drowned in a flood. Through this Surah 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala warns the unbelievers of Makkah that if you do not believe in this 

Message your end could be similar.  

 

The Surah begins with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala telling us how Prophet Nuh [Noah] ‘alayhi 

salaam began calling his people to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. The ayaat that follow until 

ayah 20 narrate a tale of hardships and troubles that he faced in the way of preaching.  

 

He called his people in daylight and at night. He advised them to seek forgiveness so Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala will shower them with His blessings. He reminded them of the favors 

that they were enjoying such as the sun and the moon.  

 

In ayaat 21-24, Prophet Nuh shares his utter disappointment about his people with Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. And invokes Him to send His punishment because he tried for 950 

years but they did not budge. This reveals to us the amount of patience that Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala and a Prophet have for people. They remained adamant in their 

stubbornness but he continued to preach for nine centuries until he had enough.  

 

When no chance of their acceptance or coming to the Right Path was left, eventually Allah’s 

punishment descended and they were wiped out.  

 

The Surah ends with Prophet Nuh’s du’a against his people and forgiveness for himself and 

his parents and the believing men and women.  

 

[Read more on Prophet Nuh’s life in Surah al-‘Araf 59-64, Surah Yunus 71, 73, Surah Hud 

25-49, Surah al-Mu’minoon 23-31, Surah Ash-Shua’ra 105-122, Surah al-Ankaboot 14-15, 

Surah as-Saffat 75-82 and Surah al-Qamar 9-16.] 
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Tafseer Surah Nuh 
 

Ayaat 1-4 ― Prophet Nuh’s Invitation to His People 

Narrating the story of Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala begins,   

 

 
 

Prophet Nuh was to warn his people of the moral evils that they were involved in that could 

earn them Allah’s punishment. By saying, “O my people! Verily, I am plain warner to 

you…” (71: 2) the message becomes clear and simple that he was here to ‘warn’ them. 

What was he to warn them about? His message includes three things: worship of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala [Alone], adoption of Taqwa [piety] and obedience of the Messenger.  

 

Worship of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala meant that they should give up worship and service of 

all others; acknowledge Him alone as their Deity and submit to His commands alone. This 

also includes abandoning the things that He has forbidden and avoiding that which He has 

declared sinful. Taqwa meant that they should refrain from all those works which caused 

Allah’s anger and displeasure. They were to instead adopt an attitude of God-fearing people. 

Obedience meant obeying the commands of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala communicated to 

them through Allah’s Messenger. They were to do that the Messenger of Allah commanded 

them to do and refrain from what he stopped them from.       

 

If they accepted and acknowledged the three things mentioned above then Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala will forgive them of their sins. “And respite you to an appointed term,” (71: 

4) meaning He will extend their lifespan and protect them from the torment that He would 

have made befall them if they did not stay away from His prohibitions. The appointed time 

of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is the time fixed by Him for deciding a matter. In the Qur’an, 

at several places, it has been explicitly stated that when Allah’s torment has been decreed 

for a certain people, they are not pardoned even if they affirm the faith after it. Therefore, 

one must not challenge the command of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and rather submit to 

what He ordains us to do. “Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be 



delayed,” (71: 4) means hasten to the obedience of your Lord before coming of His 

vengeance. For verily, if He commands that to happen it cannot be repulsed or prevented. 

For He is the Great One Who compels everything, and He is the Almighty Whose might all of 

creation succumbs to.  

 

We seek refuge with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala from His anger and painful torment. 

 

Ayaat 5-20 ― Prophet Nuh Complains about His Encounter with His People  

In these ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala tells about Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam that he 

complained to his Lord about his people’s response after he had been patient with them for 

this long period of time.   

 

 
 

Prophet Nuh said, “O my Lord! Verily, I have called my people night and day,” (71: 5) 

meaning, he did not abandon calling his people at any time, carrying out Allah’s command 

and in obedience to Him. “But all my calling added nothing but to (their) flight),” 

(71: 6) meaning the more he called them to come to the truth, the more they fled from it 

and avoided it. Every time he preached the Message so they would submit and Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala will forgive them, they rather closed up their ears so that they could 

not hear what he was calling them to. This is similar to what the unbelievers of Quraysh did, 

as recorded in the Qur’an. In Surah Fussilat ayah 26 Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “And 

those who disbelieve say, ‘Listen not to this Qur’an, and make noise in the midst 

of its (recitation) that you may overcome.” This is why we are instructed to quietly 

listen to the Qur’an while it is being recited that we might benefit from its recitation.   

 

“…they thrust their fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their 

garments,” ( 71: 7) could either mean that they covered their faces because they did not 

even want to cast a look at Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam or that they concealed themselves 

under false pretences from Prophet Nuh so that he would not recognize them. This was the 

precise attitude and conduct of the unbelievers of Makkah towards Prophet Muhammad 

salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as stated in Surah Hud ayah 5. 

http://quran.com/41/26
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“…and persisted and magnified themselves in pride,” (71: 7), they thought that it 

was below their dignity to bow before the Truth and accept the admonition of Allah’s 

Messenger. Therefore, they continued with shirk and disbelief.  
 

Prophet Nuh shares the various methods that he employed in calling his people to Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. He called his people openly without the fear of being judged or 

opposition. He also appealed to them in private but to no avail. He continues,  

 

 
 

Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam invited his people to the worship of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

through diverse approaches. He advised them to return to Him turning away from what they 

were involved in (i.e. shirk). For Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is Ghafaar – the Most Accepting 

of the repentance of those who turn to Him in repentance. He accepts repentance 

regardless of the sin, even if it is disbelief and polytheism.  

 

We see a continuous reminder to do astaghfaar. It has been mentioned thrice. It is because 

astaghfaar opens up knots therefore it was said, “He will send rain to you in 

abundance,” (71: 11). Once in the assembly of Hasan Basri a person complained of 

drought. He instructed him to beg forgiveness of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. Another person 

complained of poverty, a third one said that he was not being blessed with children, a fourth 

http://www.onislam.net/english/reading-islam/understanding-islam/belief/allah/449727-al-ghaffar-the-all-and-oft-forgiving.html


one said that his harvest had failed, and he continued to remind everyone to beg 

forgiveness of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. Then a man stood up and asked, “How is it that 

you have suggested to all the people one and the same cure for the different complaints?” 

Hasan Basri in response recited these ayaat of Surah Nuh.  

 

Ibn Katheer writes in his tafseer that it is recommended to recite this Surah in the prayer 

for rain due to this ayah as reported by ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab radhiAllahu ‘anhu. He 

ascended the minbar to perform the prayer for rain, and he did not do more than seeking 

Allah’s forgiveness and reciting this ayah. Then he would say, “Verily, I have sought rain 

with the keys of the sky which cause the rain to descend.”   

 

“And give you increase in wealth and children, and bestow on you gardens and 

bestow on you rivers,” (71: 12) meaning if they repented to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, 

seeking His forgiveness and obeying Him, then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will increase their 

provisions for them and provide them with water from the blessings of the sky. Resultantly, 

crops and plants will grow increasing their live stock and giving them more wealth and 

children. This theme has been expressed at several places in the Qur’an. When man is 

arrogant and shows rebellious attitude against Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala he leads a 

wretched life not only in the Hereafter but also in this world. His blessings are taken away 

as shown in the story of the two gardens mentioned in Surah al-Kahf. Contrary to this, if a 

person adopts the way of piety and submission to Divine commands then he is favored with 

every kind of blessing.  

 

In Surah Ta-Ha it has been said, “But whosoever turns away from My Reminder, 

verily, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of 

Resurrection,” (20: 124).  

 

In al-A’raf it appears, “And if the people of the towns believed and had piety, 

certainly, We should have opened for them blessings from the heavens and the 

earth,” (7: 96).  

 

In Surah Hud, the Prophet Hud ‘alayhi salaam addressed his people, saying, “And O my 

people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord then repent to Him, He will send you 

abundant rain, and add strength to your strength,” (11: 52). Through the Prophet 

salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself in Surah Hud, the people of Makkah have been 

admonished by saying, “Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in 

repentance that He may grant you good enjoyment for a term appointed,” (11: 3). 

 

After inviting his people to repentance and the Right Path through encouragement and 

promises of future blessings he balanced it out by using intimidation. He said, “What is the 

matter with you, you hope not for reward,” (71: 13) meaning you praise and exalt 

your chiefs and think it would be dangerous to do anything against their dignity but as for 

the Creator and Lord of the universe, you do not expect that He would also be a Being 

endowed with dignity. You rebel against Him, associate partners in His Divinity, disobey His 

commands, and yet you are not at all afraid that He would punish you for your misconduct. 

And this is the dilemma with most of the Muslims. We are regular with prayers, fasting and 

charity but we have not ‘recognized’ Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. The only reason that we 

rush through our prayers is that we do not realize His Majesty. Here, Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi 

salaam gives us a tip that when calling people to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala first make them 

fall in love with Him and then talk to them about other intricate details of religion. A heart 

that does not recognize and love Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala cannot submit to Him.  
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“While He has created you in (different) stages,” (71: 14), now attention is being 

thrown at man’s own creation. What was he before he came into this world? No one knew 

him. Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala created him from a drop, nurtured him in his mother’s 

womb, brought him into the world, gave him family, gave him recognition and strength and 

now he is a grown up man. He passed through various stages to be where he is now. While 

passing through these stages he was solely at the Mercy of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. He 

could have made him blind, deaf, dumb or cripple. Even after birth He could have destroyed 

him anytime by an accident. Then how can man be so insolent against such a powerful God? 

 

Prophet Nuh continues to remind them of other blessings of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala that 

we even as Muslims have never thanked Him for. Prophet Nuh said, “See you not how 

Allah has created the seven heavens one above another. And has made the moon a 

light therein, and made the sun a lamp?” (71: 15-16) We have not seen the seven 

heavens but we surely see the sun and the moon every day. But do we thank Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala for them? Do we look out of our window and say, “O Allah! Thank you 

for this warm sun”? Rather, most of the time we are complaining of the heat.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala made the sun, the moon and the stars in a distinct quality so that 

the night and day may be known. The night and day are known by the rising and setting of 

the sun. He also determined fixed stations and positions for the moon, and He made its light 

vary so that sometimes it increases until it reaches a maximum, then it begins to decrease 

until it is completely veiled. How depressing it would be if there was darkness everywhere? 

How would people perform their work? We would be bumping into things and an ordinary 

task would have become a challenge. So, alhumdulillah for the sun and the moon and the 

assortment that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has created for our enjoyment and work.  

 

Next Prophet Nuh reminds his people of their origin and their return. Man is created from 

earth. He is buried in earth. And on the Judgment Day he will emerge from earth. “And 

Allah has made for you the earth wide spread that you may go about therein in 

broad roads,” (71: 19-20) meaning Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala spread the earth out, 

leveled it, settled it, and stabilized it with firm and lofty mountains so that man will settle on 

it and travel in it to places wherever he wishes. This demonstrates the favor that Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala did. He created for us both heavenly and earthly benefits. Therefore, 

He Alone is worthy of being worshiped, and accepted as One God. No one should be 

associated with Him as a partner because He has no equal, peer, rival, coequal, mate, son, 

minister or advisor. Rather, He is the Most High, the Most Great. SubhanAllahi wa bihamdi 

subhanAllahi-l adheem.  

 

Ayaat 21-24 ― Prophet Nuh Complains about His People 

 

Before we begin studying the tafseer of these ayaat one thing that should be kept in mind is 

that Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam did not turn to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala complaining 

about his people at once. It took him nine hundred and fifty years of preaching and patience 

before he gave up. Therefore, in da’wah work patience and perseverance is the key. If you 

want to work for Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then you need to bring in a lot of forbearance.   

 



 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says that Prophet Nuh turned to Him to inform Him–the All 

Knowing from Whom nothing escapes-that he presented the clear call, as mentioned 

previously, and the comprehensive invitation in various ways. He called them sometimes by 

encouragement and sometimes by intimidating warnings. Yet, they disobeyed him, opposed 

him, denied him and followed the chiefs of the world. They were those who were heedless of 

the command of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and they possessed delights of wealth and 

children. However, these worldly delights were also for gradual punishment and temporary 

respite, not for honor or blessing.  

 

“And they have plotted a mighty plot,” (71: 22) means that the chiefs of Prophet Nuh’s 

people plotted a deceptive plot for their followers tricking them into believing that they were 

following the truth and correct guidance. To dissuade them from following Prophet Nuh their 

leaders said,   

 

“We see you but a man like ourselves, nor do we see any follow you but the 

meanest among us and they (too) followed you without thinking. And we do not 

see in you any merit above us, in fact we think you are liars,” [Surah Hud: 27]. 

 

“He is no more than a human being like you, he seeks to make himself superior to 

you. Had Allah willed, He surely could have sent down angels; never did we hear 

such a thing among our fathers of old. He is only a man in whom is madness, so 

wait for him a while,” [Surah al-Mu’minoon: 24-25]. 

 

The things that they said about Prophet Nuh were similar to those said about Prophet 

Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam by the Quraysh chiefs.   

 

“And they have said, ‘You shall not leave your gods, nor shall you leave Wadd, nor 

Suwa’, nor Yaghuth, nor Ya’uq, nor Nasr,’” (71: 23) these are the names of their idols 

http://quran.com/11/27
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that they used to worship besides Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. Only those names of the gods 

have been mentioned that later wound up among the Arabs. Bukhari recorded from Ibn 

‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu that he said, “The idols that were among the people of Nuh wound 

up among the Arabs afterwards. In reference to Wadd, it became the idol of the people of 

Kalb in the area of Dawmat al-Jandal. Suwa’ became the idol of the people of Hudhayl. 

Yaghuth became the idol of the people of Murad, then the people of Bani Ghutayf at al-Juruf 

in the area of Saba’ worshiped it after them. Ya’uq became the idol of the people of 

Hamdan. Nasr became the idol of the people of Himyar for the family of Dhu Kala’. These 

idols were all named after righteous men from the people of Nuh. Then when these men 

died, Shaytan inspired his (Nuh’s) people to erect statues in honor of them at their 

gathering places where they used to come and sit, and to name these statues after these 

men (with their names). So they did this (as Shaytan suggested), but these statues were 

not worshiped until after those people (the ones who built them) had died and the 

knowledge was lost. Then, those statues were later worshipped.”  

 

Ibn Jareer recorded from Muhammad bin Qays that he said concerning Yaghuth, Ya’uq and 

Nasr, “They were righteous people between the time of Adam and Nuh, and they had 

followers who used to adhere to their guidance. Then, when they died, their companions 

who used to follow them said, ‘If we make images of them, it will increase our desire to 

perform worship when we remember them.’ So they made images of them. Then, when 

those people died and other people came after them, Iblees approached them and said, 

‘They (your predecessors) used to worship these statues and they were granted rain by 

their worship of them.’ Thus, they (the latter people) worshiped them.” 

 

This is one reason why people worship is forbidden and disliked in Islam. We raise our 

teachers and scholars to such high levels that we almost begin worshiping them. We cannot 

hear a bad word about them and anyone who disagrees with their teachings is our enemy. 

This is also the reason why photography or preserving pictures for memory is disliked in 

Islam. It paves the way to shirk. There have been incidences where people talk to their 

dead through pictures, or people have hung up pictures of their saints and scholars in their 

homes and make du’a to them. 

 

“And indeed they have led many astray,” (71: 24) means by the idols that they took for 

worship they misled a large number of people. For the worship of these idols continued 

throughout many generations.  

 

As a result of their refutation Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi salaam eventually invoked his curse 

against his people, “Grant no increase to the Zalimoon save error,” (71: 24). This is 

just as Prophet Musa ‘alayhi salaam supplicated against Fir’awn [Pharaoh] and his chiefs in 

his statement, “Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts so that they 

will not believe until they see the painful torment,” [Surah Yunus: 88]. Prophet Nuh’s 

curse was in conformity with Divine Will, as it was revealed to him, “None of your people 

will believe except those who have believed already. So be not sad because of 

what they used to do,” [Surah Hud: 36]. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala responded to the 

supplication of both of these Prophets concerning their people and He drowned their nations 

due to their numerous sins, rebellion, persistence in disbelief and opposition to their 

Messengers.  

 

“Because of their sins they were drowned, then were made to enter the Fire,” (71: 

24) drowning was not their end but after death their souls were immediately subjected to 

the punishment of the Fire. This ayah is of those ayaat which prove the punishment of 

barzakh [the intermediary stage between death and Resurrection]. “…and they found 

none to help them instead of Allah,” (71: 24) meaning none of the gods whom they 
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looked upon as their supporters and helpers came to their rescue. This in fact was a 

warning to the people of Makkah as if to say: If you too are subjected to the torment of 

Allah, these gods on whom you have placed all your reliance will avail you absolutely 

nothing. No helper, assistance or savior can rescue them from the punishment of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. 

 

Ayaat 25-28 ― Prophet Nuh’s Supplication against His People 

 

 
 

Prophet Nuh asked Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to not leave a single soul on earth because 

they will further mislead other people and give birth to wicked and disbelieving ones. He 

said this because he had lived among them for nine hundred and fifty years and knew them 

well.  Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala answered his prayer and destroyed all who were 

unbelievers including Prophet Nuh’s biological son who refused to accept the Message that 

his father had brought.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala saved the people of the ship who believed with Nuh ‘alayhi 

salaam, and they were those whom Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala had commanded him to carry 

with him.  

 

Prophet Nuh supplicated for his and his parents’ forgiveness and everyone who entered his 

house. He also prayed for the believing men and women. Ibn Katheer writes that this 

includes those of them who were living and those of them who were dead. Here, we learn 

another tip. When we are making du’a sometimes in our anger we pray against someone 

and leave out to ask any goodness from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. Prophet Nuh ‘alayhi 

salaam was angry at his people because he tried a lot to help them save themselves but 

they were rebellious. Out of despair he prayed against them but he did not forget the 

righteous believing servants of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala as well as his own parents. How 

often do we make du’a for others and especially our parents?  

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala guide us in our matters and if He chooses us for His work, 

may He grant us the necessary wisdom and forbearance, aameen.    

 
================================= 
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