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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Period of Revelation: Makkan
Background of Surah:

About this Surah it has been recorded in Saheeh Bukhari and Muslim, on the authority of
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas that once the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was visiting the Fair
of Ukaz with some of his Companions radhiAllahu ‘anhum when the time for Fajr arrived,
the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam led the prayer. This was a moment when a company
of jinns was passing by. When they heard the recitation of the Qur'an, they tarried and
listened to it attentively. This Surah talks about that incident.

Theme and Subject Matter:

The Qur'an was revealed for the guidance of mankind. We read this Book every day, once a
month or at least once in a lifetime but we do not consider it a major thing. Our reading is
more like that of a habit. By revealing this Surah, Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala gives a jolt to
mankind that: You take this Book for granted, look at the impact it had on My another
creation.

Ayaat 1-15, narrate the feeling that a company of jinns experienced when they first heard
the Qur'an. Some glimpses of their conversation with their fellow beings have been shared.
It affirms their faith in the Oneness of God, abstinence from shirk, and revelation of the lies
that they had been made to believe.

In ayaat 16-18, the people have been admonished to refrain from polytheism and instead
follow the way of righteousness to receive Allah’s blessings.

Ayaat 19-23 reproach the disbelievers of Makkah, as if to say: When the Messenger of
Allah, salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam calls you towards Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala, you surround
and mob him from every side, whereas the only duty of the Messenger is to convey the
messages of Allah. He does not claim to have any power to bring any gain or cause any
harm to the people.

Then, in ayaat 24-25 the disbelievers have been warned that today you are trying to
overpower and suppress the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam seeing that he is
helpless and friendless, but a time will come when you will know who in reality is helpless
and friendless. Whether that time is yet far off, or near at hand, the Messenger salAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam has no knowledge thereof, but it will come to pass in any case.

In conclusion, the people have been told that the Knower of the Unseen is Allah alone. The
Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam receives only that knowledge which Allah subhanahu
wa ta‘ala is pleased to give him. This knowledge pertains to matters connected with the
performance of the duties of Prophethood and it is delivered to him in such security which
does not admit of any external interference whatever. The Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam does not have knowledge of the Unseen.



Tafseer Surah al-Jinn

Ayaat 1-5 — The Jinns listening to the Qur’an and their Belief in it

In the following ayaat we will read the comments that the jinns made upon listening the
Qur’an. Since the mankind cannot see the jinns, it is Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala who informs
the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam of what happened when he recited the Qur'an. He

says,

S TP P - T I 1 4

GISTalll Lo EAg 2usl s o) OF B U - Ul

“Say (0 Muhammad): It has been revealed to me that a group of jinns

listened (to this Qur’an). They said, ‘Verily! We have heard a wonderful Recital!

It guides to the Right Path, and we have believed therein, and we shall never

join (in worship) anything with our Lord (Allah). And exalted be the Majesty of

our Lord, He has taken neither a wife, nor a son. And that the foolish among

us used to utter against Allah that which was wrong and not right. And verily,

we thought that men and jinns would not utter a lie against Allah,”” [Surah al-
Jinn 72: 1-5].

The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam says, "It has been revealed to me that a group
of jinns listened (to this Qur'an),” (72: 1). Here is a confirmation that he did not see it
with his eyes but was rather informed by Allah subhanahu wa ta’‘ala about the incident that
they listened to the Qur‘an, believed in it, affirmed its truthfulness and adhered to it. Nafr

[}33] is from the root letters noon-fa-ra and it is used for a group of people who are
numbered between three to ten. This indicates that there might be three to ten jinns who
listened to this recitation.

And when they listened to the Qur‘an, they said, “Verily! We have heard a wonderful
Recital!” (72: 1). The word ajaba [U4*] is from the root ayn-jeem-ba and it means ‘to

marvel or to be amazed at something’. This word can be further defined in two ways.
One is when we find something ajeeb (strange) and we leave it. Another is when we find
something and we are astounded by it and want to delve further. It is a reality that the
Qur’an is a wonderful recitation and unique both in its language and subject matter. It
amazes its listener which is why there have been such incidences where people believed in



Islam upon hearing the Qur’anic recitation. This also reminds us what we learned in Surah
al-Muzzamil, to recite the Qur‘an slowly and in a pleasant style. We must all work on our
tajweed and give respect to the Word of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala.

The jinns heard the Qur'an and immediately understood that this was not an ordinary thing.
It was something special and Divine. Understanding its essence, they said, "It guides to

the Right Path...” (72: 2). Rushd [J:ij] means ‘guidance or right conduct’. The jinns

affirmed that the Qur'an guides to the truth and tawheed as we read further. They said,
“...and we shall never join (in worship) anything with our Lord (Allah),” (72: 2).
They exalted Him and rejected any beliefs of polytheism. This in itself is amazing. The jinns
heard only some part of the Qur'an and they immediately got the message that it is for our
guidance, only Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala deserves to be worshiped, and He has no
partners, a wife or children. How did they comprehend it all so well? Look at the words that

Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala chooses to describe their listening, “is'tama” [&&iﬁ\]. Is'tama is

‘listening attentively, paying attention to each word’. Why would someone do that?
So that they don't miss out any detail. This is known as active listening. Active listening
helps in processing the information and taking benefit from it.

Therefore, when they heard the Qur'an they realized the error of their creed and knew that
it was sheer ignorance to ascribe a wife and children to the High and Exalted Being of Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala. 1t is the desire of mankind to have a companion and children, this
does not suit Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. Therefore, the jiins said, “... the foolish among
us used to utter against Allah that which was wrong and not right,” (72: 4).

The word safihuna [U¢.4:] is the plural of the word safi from the root seen-fa-ha and it

means ‘to be foolish, incompetent, ignorant or unwise’. The literal meaning of the
word is being light in weight so safi is someone who is light minded and does not
understand much or he may have knowledge but does not act on it. We read this word in
Surah al-Bagarah ayah 13, “"And when it said to them, ‘Believe as the people have
believed,’ they say, ‘Shall we believe as the fools have believed?” The hypocrites
called the believers sufaha because they gave up their ties and wealth for this new religion
called Islam. The hypocrites because of ‘their’ short-sightedness and ignorance could not
see what beneficial trade believers had conducted.

The jinns here are calling their fellow jinns safihuna because they uttered outrageous lies
against Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. This may collectively mean a group of jinns or
individually Iblees alone.

Why was Iblees called safi? He was teaching wrong things about Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala,
inspiring people to worship him instead. He was arrogant and rude. When Allah subhanahu
wa ta‘ala commanded him to prostrate Prophet Adam ‘'alayhi salaam he refused to do so.
So, because he refused to give respect to Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala he lost his respect as
well. And now the jinns were calling him the foolish one among them. He was their leader
but he lost his respect. One who gives respect gets respect. We see this in the example of
the angels. They spoke to Allah subhanahu wa ta’‘ala with honor and respect and so they are
referred in the Qur'an as honorable and noble ones.

The jinns confess that they were misled by falsehoods because they were made to believe
that men and jinns would not utter a lie against Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. But after having
heard this amazing Recital they know now that they were in fact liars. It is not easy to stand
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up against falsehood and injustice. This in itself speaks about the truthfulness of their
emaan [faith].

May Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala make us all among those who do not shy away from
speaking the truth and may He give us the courage to live by the Qur'an, aameen.

Ayaat 6-7 — Man Seeking Protection from the Jinns

In the pre-Islamic days of ignorance when the Arabs had to spend a night in some
uninhabited, desolate valley, they would shout out: We seek refuge of the jinn, who is
owner of this valley. The following ayaat talk about this matter. Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
says,
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“And verily, there were men among mankind who took shelier with the
masculine among the jinns, but they (jinns) increased them (mankind) in sin
and disbelief. And they thought as you thought, that Allah will not send any
Messenger (to mankind or jinns),” [Surah alJinn 72: 6-7].

It was the custom of the Arabs in the pre-Islamic days of ignorance to seek refuge with the
greatest jinn of a particular place so that no harm or evil would afflict them. Like one would
do if he entered into the land of his enemies, in the vicinity of a great and powerful man, he
would seek the protection and guardianship of that man. So when the jinns saw that the
humans were seeking refuge with them due to their fear of them, they increased them in
rahag which means fear, terror and fright. They did this so that the people would be more
afraid of them and seek refuge with them even more.

As-Suddi said, “"A man used to set out with his family (on a journey) until he came to a
piece of land where he would settle. Then he would say, ‘I seek refuge with the master
(jinn) of this valley from the Jjnns, or that myself, my wealth, my child or my animals are
harmed in it.”” Qatadah said, “When they sought refuge with them instead of Allah, the jinns
would overcome them with harm because of that.”

Men who were sent on this earth as vicegerent were now seeking refuge with the jinns.
They were humiliating themselves by asking protection from a created being. When the
jinns saw this, it increased them in their transgression and arrogance. They became fearless
and decided to play with mankind inspiring them to adopt erroneous beliefs. As Muslims, we
must not seek refuge in anyone besides Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. Shaytan has no
authority on man unless man disobeys Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala or when emaan [faith] is
weak. As long as we are obedient to Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala and recite our adhkar and
the Qur'an, shayateen [devils] cannot harm us. Do not be afraid of the jinns. Keep clean, be
in wudhu and obey Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala.



“And they thought as you thought, that Allah will hot send any Messenger (to
mankind or jinns),” (72: 7), as among human beings, so among the jinn too there were
the people who denied both the Prophethood and the Hereafter. But they were proven
wrong as narrated in the theme that follows.

This ayah tells us that both men and the jinns had corrupt beliefs and by sending this
Qur‘an Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala corrected their beliefs. May He allow us to take benefit
from this Book and correct ourselves, aameen.

Ayaat 8-10 — Jinns Stealing Information and the Protection of the Qur'an

The jinns used to sit in the path of the angels to steal news from the heavens. When Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala decided to sent Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as His
Messenger and reveal the Qur’an to him, He protected the communication of the Qur’an.
The following ayaat talk about this event,

“And we have sought to reach the heaven; but found it filled with stern guards
and flaming fires. And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) a
hearing, but any who listens now will find a flaming fire watching him in
ambush. And we know not whether evil is intended for those on earth, or
whether their Lord intends for them a Right Path,” [Surah alJinn 72: 8-10].

The word lamas [U-JJ] is from the root lam-meem-seen and it means ‘to touch, feel
with the hand, to stretch towards or seek with the hand’. The jinns stretched their

hands to steal something from the Qur'an but they found it to be filled with harasa [\L-}>]

and shuhub [;_,.éfi]. The word harasa is from the ha-seen-ra and it means ‘to guard,

keep, preserve, take care or watch over’. The word shuhub is from the root sheen-
ha-ba and it means ‘flaming fire, bright blaze, meteor or star’.

Among the ways that Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala protected the Qur'an was by filling sky with
stern guards guarding it from all of its sides. Whoever liked to steal some information by
listening, he will find a flaming fire waiting in ambush for him. It will not pass him or miss
him, but it will wipe him out and destroy him completely. The devils were hence expelled
from the places where they used to sit prior to that. This was so that they could not steal
anything from the Qur’an and tell it to the soothsayers, thereby causing matters to be



confused and mixed up. If this happened it would not be known who was being truthful.
Allah did this out of His kindness to His creation, His mercy upon His servants and His
protection of His Mighty Book (the Qur’an).

It used to be that shooting stars occurred before this, however, it did not happen much,
rather only occasionally. Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu 'anhu said, “While we were sitting with the
Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam a shooting star flashing in the sky. So the
Prophet said,
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‘What did you all used to say about this?’ We replied, ‘We used to say that a great person
has been born and a great person has died.’ The Prophet said,
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‘This is not so, rather whenever Allah decrees a matter in the heaven...” and then he went
on to narrate the rest of the hadeeth.

This is what caused the jinns to seek the reason for this occurrence. They set out searching
in the east and the west until they found the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
reciting the Qur'an while leading his Companions in prayer. Thus, they knew that this
Qur‘an was the reason for the sky being guarded. Therefore, some among them believed in
it and the others became more rebellious in their transgression.

“And we know not whether evil is intended for those on earth, or whether their
Lord intends for them a Right Path,” (72: 10), shows that such extraordinary measures
were adopted in the heavens only on two occasions. First, when Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
decides to inflict the dwellers of the earth with a torment, and the Divine will might be that
before it was actually inflicted the jinn might not know and convey its news to warn their
friendly human beings of the impending disaster. Second, that Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
might appoint a Messenger on the earth, and strict security measures might be adopted so
that neither the messages being conveyed to him be interfered with by the devils nor should
they be able to know beforehand what instructions were being given to the Messenger.

Thus, the saying of the jinn means: When we noticed that strict security measures had been
adopted in the heavens for the safeguard of the news, and the meteorites were being
showered profusely, we wanted to know which of the two things had happened: whether
Allah had caused a torment to descend suddenly on some people of the earth, or a
Messenger had been raised somewhere on the earth. We were on the lookout for the same
when we heard the wonderful Revelation, which guides to the Right Path, and we came to
know that Allah had not sent down a torment but had raised a Messenger to show the Right
Way to the people.

Note that the ayah says, "And we know not whether evil is intended...” the jinns did
not explicitly state that Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala has intended evil. This indicates the
adaab [etiquette] of their speech. They did not attribute the evil to Allah subhanahu wa
ta‘ala but they attribute the good to Him.

May He enable us to hold good thoughts about Him and bring adaab in our speech while
talking about Him, aameen.



Ayaat 11-13 — Jinns Testify that among Them are Believers and Unbelievers, the
Guided and the Misguided

In the following ayaat we learn about the simplicity of the believing jinns’ emaan [faith].
They said,

“‘There are among us some that are righteous, and some the contrary; we
are groups each having a different way. And we think that we cannot escape
Allah in the earth, nor can we escape by flight. And indeed when we heard
the Guidance (this Qur'an), we believed therein (Islamic Monotheism), and
whosoever believes in his Lord shall have no fear, either of a decrease in the
reward of his good deeds or an increase in punishment for his sins,”
[Surah alJinn 72: 11-13].

"“*There are among us some that are righteous...” (72: 11), this could either mean that
they have become righteous after hearing the Qur’an or they were believing jinns from
before. Notice how they introduce themselves and others of their kind. They do not call
them munafig [hypocrite] or kafir [unbeliever], rather they say, “...and some the
contrary,” (72: 11). We are learning about the adaab [etiquette] of their speech. They
acknowledge their limitedness and are respectful of their fellow beings. May we modify our
speech too and think before speaking about others, aameen.

They continue to say, “...we are groups each having a different way,” (72: 11). The
word taraiq [;35}]0] is the plural of the word tareega which is from the root tay-ra-qaf and

literally it means ‘a path’ but it can also be used to describe the culture, lifestyle, values

and habits of a group. The word gidad [J-Xé] is the plural of the word gidda from the root

qaf-dal-dal which means ‘different or diverse’. Here we learn that the jinns too have
different identities among themselves either through language and religion or because of
different thoughts and opinions just like the human beings. Such is the creation of Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala, He has made all of us different and unique. SubhanAllah!

Confessing to Allah’s Perfect Power, the jinns acknowledge their fearfulness of Him, “And
we think that we cannot escape Allah in the earth, nor can we escape by flight,”
(72: 12). They knew that the power of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala is decisive over them and
that they cannot escape Him in the earth. Even if they tried to flee, they knew that He has
complete control over them and that none of them could escape Him.



How was this proven? When they went up to the skies to steal a part of the Qur'an and
found it well-guarded. And later when they heard the Divine Revelation through the
recitation of Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam they could recognize their error. After
recognizing the Right Path, they could not have the courage and boldness to persist in the
beliefs that their foolish people had spread among them.

“"And indeed when we heard the Guidance (this Qur‘an), we believed therein
(Islamic Monotheism),” (72: 13), indicates their moment of pride. They heard some
portion of the Qur'an and instantly recognized their mistakes. This in itself speaks of their
righteousness and good character.

“...and whosoever believes in his Lord shall have no fear,”” (72: 13). Ibn ‘Abbas
radhiAllahu ‘anhu and others said that this means anyone who believes in Allah subhanahu
wa ta‘ala should not fear that the reward for his good deeds will be decreased or that he will
be burdened with anything other than his sins. This is the justice of Allah subhanahu wa
ta‘ala He neither deprives a person from what he deserves nor burdens him with what he
does not deserve. May He allow us to have good thoughts about Him, aameen.

In these ayaat we have learned about plain and uncomplicated ageeda of the believing
jinns. They acknowledge that their fellow beings can have different thinking and opinions.
They admit to their weakness before Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala and know that they can
never outsmart Him. They heard the Qur'an and immediately submitted to its teachings
recognizing it to be the truth. They hold a good opinion about Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
and know that He is Just. He will neither deprive nor burden a being. May we correct our
ageeda as well and take from the Qur‘an the message that it intends to spread, aameen.

Ayaat 14-16 — The Different Groups
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“‘And of us some are Muslims, and of us some are AlQasitoon (dlsbellevers
those who have deviated from the Right Path)’. And whosoever has embraced
Islam, then such have sought the Right Path. And as for the Qasitoon, they
shall be firewood for Hell. If they (non-Muslims) had believed in Allah, and
went on the Right Way We should surely have bestowed on them water (rain)
in abundance,” [Surah alJinn 72: 14-16]

The Jinns said, ™ And of us some are Muslims, and of us some are Al-Qasitoon,” (72:
14), meaning, among us there is the Muslim and the Qasit. Qasit is he who behaves
unjustly with the truth and deviates from it. This is the opposite of the mugsit, the one who
is just. And the greatest injustice that one does is against himself only. When a person does



not submit to the commands of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala but rather follows his ego or
desires he is doing zu/m [injustice] upon himself.

When a person is in search of the truth, he is guided to the right way. When a person does
not bother to find out or make an effort to learn the truth he does not reach anywhere.
Therefore, it was said, “And whosoever has embraced Islam, then such have sought
the Right Path,” (72: 15), meaning, they sought salvation for themselves. As for the
deniers, they will be used as fuel to kindle the Fire. May Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala protect
us from such an end, aameen. Some people ask, “If the jinns have been created from the
Fire, how will the Fire harm them?” One needs to bring to mind what happens when a clay
brick hits a man. Man is made of clay but when a brick hits him, does he not feel the pain?
Yes, he does. It is because although the entire body of man has been made from earthly
substances, when these materials are molded, he becomes an entirely different thing from
those substances. When the same material is molded into something else now that thing
has properties different from that of man. Therefore, when a clay brick hits a man he will
feel the pain.

The address ends with the statement that if the unbelievers had believed in Allah, and stood
firm in His path, they would have been awarded with abundant provision.

May Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala allow us to be grateful for the blessing of emaan that we
have and be firm in it, aameen.

Ayaat 17-20 — Remember Allah and Shun Shirk

The conversation of the jinns has come to an end and now Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala begins
His address. He says,

‘
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“That We might try them thereby. And whosoever turns away from the
Reminder of his Lord, He will cause him to enter in a severe torment. And
the mosques are for Allah (Alone), so invoke not anyone along with Allah. (It
has been revealed to me that) When the slave of Allah (Muhammad) stood up
invoking (his Lord Allah) in prayer to Him they (the jinns) just made round
him a dense crowd as if sticking one over the other (in order to listen to the
Prophet’s recitation). Say (0 Muhammad), ‘1 invoke only my Lord (Allah
Alone), and | associate none as partners along with Him,”” [Surah alJinn
72: 17-20].

“"We might try them thereby,” (72: 17) refers to the trials and tests a person faces in his
life. Sometimes a bad incident happens. Sometimes the devils whisper evil thoughts into our



hearts. These are all tests from Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala to determine our reaction. Are we
going to go astray or will we be patient and stay on the Right Path?

Moreover, blessings are also a test of Allah subhanahu wa ta’‘ala. Wealth and children can
be a trial, as we read in the Quran, “"Do they think that in wealth and children with
which We expand them, We hasten unto them with good things? Nay, but they
perceive not,” (23:55-56). The purpose of sending these blessings is to test how man
intends to use them. Will he use his wealth and power to become tyrant and arrogant like
Pharaoh and Hamoon? Will he begin considering his fellow human beings as inferior because
he is richer and mightier than them? Will he use his children to compete with others? Or will
he strive to raise them as pious Muslims submissive to Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala?

Trials also mean that one has to pass through certain difficulties for a better life afterwards.
Things are not beautiful from the very beginning. If a person remains patience and bears
the difficulties with perseverance Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala will eventually grant him
success as we saw in the lives of many Sahabahs radhiAllahu ‘anhum. ‘Umar radhiAllahu
‘anhu used to say to himself, “O ‘Umar recall what you were once, and what you are today.”
From an ordinary person he became the Ameer-ul-Mumineen [the leader of the faithful].
Things do not always remain the same therefore a person should neither be boastful nor
hopeless.

Turning away from the remembrance of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala means rejecting His
Message or not giving it any importance. It can also mean people who study the Qur‘an and
once the course is over return to their old ways. People memorize the Qur'an and then leave
it. They neither act on the knowledge they have gained nor share it with others. Such a
person will face a harsh, agonizing punishment. Sa’ad means harsh having no relaxation in
it. Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu reported that sa’ad is a mountain in Hell. May Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala not make us from the losers, aameen. Whoever remembers Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala is awarded abundant blessings, if not in this world then certainly in the
next, and whoever turns away the loss is only his in both the worlds.

“And the mosques are for Allah (Alone),” (72: 18), the commentators explain the
‘mosques’ mentioned in the ayah here refer to the places of worship. Hasan Basri said, “The
entire earth is a place of worship, and the ayah means to say: polytheism ought not be
committed anywhere on Allah’s earth.” Ibn Katheer interprets, Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
commands His servants to single Him out alone for worship and that none should be
supplicated to along with Him nor should any partners be associated with Him. It also
means that we should not prostrate before anyone other than Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala.

Qatadah said, “Whenever the Jews and Christians used to enter their churches and
synagogues, they would associate partners with Allah. Thus, Allah (subhanahu wa ta‘ala)
commanded His Prophet to tell them that they should single Him out alone for worship.” Ibn
Jareer recorded from Sa’eed ibn Jubayr that the jinns said to the Prophet of Allah, "How can
we come to the Masjid while we are distant - meaning very far away - from you? And how
can we be present for the prayer while we are far away from you?” So Allah subhanahu wa
ta‘ala revealed this ayah. One should also note that the mosques are not places for trade or
business. During the time of Rasoolullal salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam if someone announced
that they have lost their such and such thing in the masjid, the Prophet would say, “May
you never find it.” Why? It is because masajid are not built for this purpose. If someone
wanted to talk or recite poetry he was asked to go outside and do so because it is disrespect
to the masjid because “the mosques are for Allah (Alone),” (72: 18), and only He
should be remembered there.



The next ayah says, "When the slave of Allah stood up invoking in prayer to Him
they (the jinns) just made round him a dense crowd as if sticking one over the

other,” (72: 19). The word libada [TQ] means ‘one above the other’. Imagine

something going on in the street that everyone wishes to watch. What will happen? People
will be climbing others’ shoulders. Bringing in chairs or rocks to stand. Pushing one another
and so on. This is libada, a dense crowd where one is over the other. When the jinns heard
the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam reciting the Qur'an they almost mounted on top of
him due to their zeal. This is similar to the crowding of the angels when they descend to
attend a gathering of remembrance of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. They are eager to watch
the servants of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala engaged in dhikr [remembrance] while they have
a choice and freewill to do anything else.

When this crowding of the jinns was happening, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was
unaware of it. Angel Jibreel [Gabriel] 'alayhi salaam came and informed him through this
Surah (as we read in the first ayah).

Another interpretation of this ayah (72: 19) is that the humans and the jinns both crowded
together over this matter (of recitation of the Qur‘an or Prophethood) in order to extinguish
it. However, Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala insisted upon helping it, supporting it and making it
victorious over those who opposed it. When the jnns and humans harmed Prophet
Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, opposed him, denied him and stood against him in
order to thwart the truth he came with, and to unite against him, he said, “I invoke only
my Lord, and I associate none as partners along with Him,” (72: 20) meaning O
people why do you oppose me when I am only worshiping my Lord alone, and He has no
partners. I seek His help and I put my trust in Him so do whatever you wish to do in my
opposition.

Ayaat 21-24 — It is Only Obligatory on the Messenger to Convey the Message
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“Say, ‘It is not in my power to cause you harm, or to bring you to the Right
Path.’ Say, ‘None can protect me from Allah’s punishment, nor should | find
refuge except in Him. (Mine is) but conveyance (of the truth) from Allah and
His Messages, and whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily,
for him is the Fire of Hell, he shall dwell therein forever.’ Till, when they see
that which they are promised, then they will know who it is that is weaker
concerning helpers and less important concerning numbers,” [Surah alJinn
72: 21-24].




Meaning I am only a man like you all and I have received revelation. I am only a servant
among the servants of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. 1 have no control over the affairs of your
guidance or misguidance. Rather all of these things are referred to Allah subhanahu wa
ta‘ala. No one can save me from the punishment of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala as well if I
was to disobey him. The power to guide or the power to misguide is with Allah subhanahu
wa ta‘ala only and my responsibility is only to convey.

The word mul‘tahada [\.x;,iﬂ] is from the root Jam-ha-dal which means ‘to make a niche or

receptacle for corps such as a trench’ and it can also mean ‘lodging, refuge, concealment or
protection’. Lahad is also used for grave because it is shaped as a trench and provides
protection to the deceased. Imagine the humiliation the deceased would have had to face if
people could see what's happening to him after his death. May Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
forgive our dead and allow us to be sadaga for them, aameen.

“...and whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then verily, for him is the
Fire of Hell,” (72: 23) meaning whoever disobeys after learning the truth, then his reward
will be the fire of Hell wherein he will abide forever. There will be no escape from it.
Maulana Maududi adds that this does not mean that every sin and act of disobedience will
cause one to live in Hell forever, but in view of the context in which this has been said, the
ayah means that the one who does not accept the invitation of tawheed given by Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala and His Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and does not refrain
from polytheism will suffer in Hell forever.

“Till, when they see that which they are promised, then they will know who it is
that is weaker concerning helpers and less important concerning numbers,” (72:
24) meaning until the promised Day of Judgment. The background of this ayah is that those
of the Quraysh who used to mob and surround the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and
opposed his message were under the delusion that they were stronger because of their
larger number whereas the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam had only a handful of men
with him. They believed because of their larger number they would easily overwhelm him.
Therefore, Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala warns them through this ayah that today you find the
Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam helpless and friendless but when that evil Day comes
of which you are being warned then you will know whose helpers are weaker and fewer in
number.

Here is a lesson for us too; we should not be deceived by the numbers of our opponents. If
what we are following is according to the Qur‘an and Sunnah then there is nothing to be
afraid of. Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala does not abandon righteous believers, as Qur‘an
teaches us. Have complete tawakkal on Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala and be strong in your
Deen.

May Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala help and protect the oppressed Muslims wherever they
might be especially those who are being persecuted because of their following of the Deen.
May He give them strength and perseverance to bear it all for His sake, aameen.


http://searchtruth.com/tafsir/tafsir.php?chapter=72

Ayaat 25-28 — The Messenger Does Not Know the Unseen

In these ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’‘ala clears a misconception that Muslims have even
today. The Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam only knew as much as Allah subhanahu
wa ta‘ala chose to inform him about. He did not know about the ghayb [unseen]. Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala says,
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“Say, ‘1 know not whether which you are promised is near or whether my
Lord will appoint for it a distant term. (He Alone) the All-Knower of the
Unseen, and He reveals to none His Unseen. Except to a Messenger whom
He has chosen, and then He makes a band of waiching guards to march
before him and behind him. [He (Allah) protects them (the Messengers)], till
He sees that they have conveyed the Messages of their Lord (Allah). And He
(Allah) surrounds all that which is with them, and He keeps count of all
things,” [Surah alJinn 72: 25-28].

Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala commands His Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to say to
the people that he has no knowledge of when the Hour will be and he does not know
whether its time is near or far.

Whenever the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was asked about the time of
the Hour he would not respond. When Jibreel [Gabriel] 'alayhi salaam appeared to him in
the form of a Bedouin Arab, one of the questions he asked the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam was, "O Muhammad! Tell me about the Hour?” The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa

sallam replied
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“The one questioned about it knows no more than the questioner.”

Only Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala knows the Unseen and the Seen. No one of His creation can
attain any of His knowledge except that which Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala allows him to
have. “"Except to a Messenger whom He has chosen,” (72: 27) this includes the angelic
Messenger and the human Messenger. The Messenger by himself is no knower of the
Unseen, but when Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala chooses him to perform the mission of
Prophethood, He grants him the knowledge whatever He seems fits. “...and then He
makes a band of watching guards to march before him and behind him,” (72: 27),



the guards referred here are the guardian angels protecting the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam. When Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala sends down the knowledge of the Unseen realities
to the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, He appoints angels on every side to safeguard
it so that the knowledge reaches the Messenger in a safe condition, free from every kind of
adulteration. This is the same thing as we read in earlier ayaat (8-9) where the jinns found
the doors of heavens to be closed and strict security measures adopted.

About this ayah Ibn Jareer reported from Sa’eed ibn Jubayr that he said ‘a band of watching
guards’ referred in the ayah are four guardians among the angels along with Angel Jibreel
[Gabriel] ‘alayhi salaam.

“...till He sees that they have conveyed the Messages of their Lord (Allah),” (72:
28) can have three meanings:

1. that the Messenger may know that the angels have delivered the messages of Allah
to him precisely and accurately;

2. that Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala may know that the angels have conveyed the
messages of their Lord to His Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam precisely and
accurately; and

3. that Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala may know that the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam has conveyed the messages of his Lord to His servants precisely and
accurately.

The words of the ayah are comprehensive and may possibly imply all the three meanings.
Besides, the ayah also points out two other things: first, that the Messenger salAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam is given that knowledge of the Unseen, which is necessary for him to
perform his mission of Prophethood; second, that the angels keep watch that the Revelation
reaches the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam safely and also that the Messenger
conveys the messages of his Lord to His servants accurately.

We can conclude by saying that the meaning of this is that He protects His Messengers
through His angels so that they will be able to convey His Messages. He protects what He
reveals to them of revelation so that He will know that they have indeed conveyed the
Messages of their Lord.

Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala ends the Surah by saying, "And He surrounds all that which
is with them, and He keeps count of all things,” [Surah al-Jinn 72: 25-28]," (72:
28). Such is the power of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala! That He encompasses the Messenger
salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as well as the angels that if they swerve even a little from His
will, they can be detected immediately. Moreover, a complete record has been kept of each
letter of the messages sent down by Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. The Messengers and the
angels cannot dare add or subtract even a letter from them.

May Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala allow us to give His Book the haq [right] that it deserves.
May we not be of those who learn the meaning of His Book and then ignore the lessons
learnt until we forget them completely. May we not become those who read His Book from
cover to cover and are not moved by its message. May we submit to the commands of Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala as the believing jinns did upon hearing the truth, aameen.

Join us for a study of Qur'an at Facebook or our blog. We are following the tafseer of Ibn Katheer.


https://www.facebook.com/AyahbyAyahQuranStudyCircle
http://versebyversequranstudycircle.wordpress.com/

