
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 

Period of Revelation: Makkan  

 

Background of Revelation: 

Surah al-Muddathir is one of the first Surahs to be revealed. We learn through authentic 

ahadeeth that revelation was suspended for quite some time. This period of temporary 

cessation of revelation is termed as fatrat-ul-wahi. It was a time of intense depression and 

grief for the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He would go on top of the mountains to 

throw himself down. But whenever he stood on the edge of a peak, Angel Jibreel ‘alayhi 

salaam would appear and tell him that he was a Prophet of Allah. This affirmation would 

console him and restore peace in his mind.  

 

Towards the end of fatrat-ul-wahi, an incident took place that is narrated by Jabir ibn 

‘Abdullah radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “One day 

while I was walking, I heard a voice from the sky. I lifted my gaze towards the sky 

and saw the same angel who had come to me in the cave of Hira. He was sitting on 

a chair between the sky and the earth. I was struck with awe until I fell down to 

the ground. Then, I went to my family and said, ‘Cover me up, cover me up!’ So, 

they covered me up with a quilt (or blanket). At that time Allah (subhanahu wa 

ta’ala) revealed the initial ayaat of Surah al-Muddathir.” [Bukhari, Muslim, Musnad 

Ahmad, Ibn Jareer]  

 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

We know that the first ayaat to be revealed to the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam were 

that of Surah ‘Alaq. In those ayaat, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was not given 

any injunctions rather he was only informed about the creation of man and a brief 

introduction of his Creator. This was the first experience of the Prophet with revelation. 

There was a need to leave him alone for sometime so that the message could sit in and he 

could prepare himself for several similar experiences in the future.   

 

After this intermission when revelation was resumed, the first seven ayaat of this Surah 

were revealed. These ayaat brought along six commandments, 

 

1. Arise and warn! (74:2) 

2. And your Lord magnify! (74:3) 

3. And your garments purify! (74:4) 

4. And keep away from Ar-Rujz (the idols). (74:5) 

5. And give not a thing in order to have more. (74:6) 

6. And be patient for the sake of your Lord. (74:7) 

 

This was the first time that he was commanded to arise and warn the people of the 

consequences of the way of life they were following and to proclaim the greatness of God in 

the world where others were being magnified without any right. It was an honorable mission 

that he had to perform. Therefore, it demanded that he purified himself and his life from 

every kind of impurity. He was to carry out his duty of reforming himself and the people 

sincerely irrespective of any worldly gain. Because all that he was instructed to do was 

intimidating he was exhorted to endure with patience, for the sake of his Lord; all the 

hardships and troubles that he might have to face while performing his mission. 

 



After laying down the pre-requisites of da’wah, in ayaat 8-10 Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

describes the fate of those who deny the Message.  That Day when the Trumpet is blown 

that will be a hard day for the disbelievers. 

 

In ayaat 11-26, without naming Waleed bin al-Mugheerah, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

narrates that He had blessed him with abundant resources yet how inimical he proved to be. 

His mental conflict has been portrayed that on the one hand he was fully convinced of the 

truth of Muhammad (salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and the Qur’an, but, on the other, he did 

not want to risk his leadership and position among his people. Not only did he not believe 

himself he also came out with the proposal to restrain people from believing in the Qur’an. 

After exposing his evil nature, it was said that he was worthy of Hell. 

 

We then read about the dreadfulness of the Hell, and the character of people who deserve 

it. 

 

In ayaat 49-53, the root cause of the disbelievers’ aversion has been pointed out. They are 

fearless of the Hereafter, and look upon this worldly life as an end in itself. They flee from 

the Qur’an as though they were wild asses fleeing away from the lion. Each of them desires 

that a written text must come from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala confirming that Islam is the 

right religion and Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is the Messenger of Allah. 

 

The Surah ends with Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala explicitly stating that He does not stand in 

need of anybody’s faith. The Qur’an is an admonition that has been presented before the 

people openly; now whoever wills may accept it. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has a right that 

the people should fear His disobedience and He alone has the power to forgive the one who 

adopts piety and an attitude of God consciousness (taqwa) even though one may have 

committed many acts of disobedience in the past. 

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala allow us to replace the fear of people with the fear of Allah 

(alone), and make us the people of taqwa who leave every forbidden act for the sake of 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala alone, aameen.  

 

Tafseer Surah al-Muddathir  
 

Ayaat 1-3 ― Arise and Warn 
The Surah is chiefly addressed to the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam but through this 

Surah we also learn the characteristics that a da’ee must possess. 

 

 
 

In the ayah, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala addresses the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

and says, “O you enveloped!”  The word al-Muddathir is from the root dal-tha-ra which 



means, ‘it became covered with sand and dust blown over, to be endowed with 

excellent capabilities, covered with a cloak or wrapped with a garment.’  

 

We read in the introduction to this Surah that after the first encounter with angel Jibreel 

‘alayhi salaam the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam got really scared and he asked his 

family to cover him up. The eloquence of the Qur’an is such that it chooses the exact words 

as the situation might be. Hence, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was addressed as 

Ya ayyuhal muddathir instead of Ya ayyuhar Rasool or Ya ayyuhan Nabi. This personal 

address sets the theme for what great mission he had to perform. How could he lie under a 

cloak while there is a burden of a great mission over him? He could not relax. He had to get 

up. 

 

Therefore, we see that the next ayah says, “Arise and warn,” (74:2). Let’s pause here for 

a moment and reflect on how much Qur’an was revealed between the first revelation ever of 

“Iqra,” (96:1) and this Surah. None! Yet the first command that came was to read and the 

one after that was “arise and warn,” (74:2). This means we cannot wait for years or 

decades until we begin warning people we must pass on the message ‘now’. This is a 

responsibility. As soon as something touches your heart let it be known to others. Many 

people do not even know the basics. Help them get connected to their Rabb. 

 

The Prophets are both Nadheer (givers of warning) and Basheer (givers of glad tidings). The 

command fa-andhir [ َْفأَنِذر] comes from the infinitive indhar (warning) which is based on 

love and affection, such as a father’s warning his children against the dangers of a snake, 

scorpion or fire. At the time of revelation of this ayah there were only a handful of Muslims. 

The rest of the people were all rejecters and disbelievers. They needed to be warned and 

did not merit glad tidings. Therefore, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was instructed 

to arise and warn the people who are living their lives in heedlessness. Warn them that they 

are not free to carry on their lives as they will. There is a law that must be followed and 

there will be accountability in the Hereafter. Every matter of this world will eventually come 

to an end but the Hereafter is ever-lasting therefore focus on your Hereafter more. 

 

The next command that we come across is, “And your Lord magnify,” (74:3) meaning 

proclaim the greatness of your Lord both orally and practically. The attribute Rabb has been 

used which denotes that He is the Sustainer, Cherisher and Nourisher of the entire world. 

He alone is worthy of Greatness. At that time, the people were engaged in idolatry therefore 

the primary duty assigned to the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was to proclaim the 

greatness of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala alone. It is for this reason that the phrase Allahu 

Akbar is of supreme importance in Islam. The adhan begins with the proclamation of Allahu 

Akbar. We enter our prayer with Allahu Akbar and repeat the phrase every time we sit or 

stand. We pronounce Bismillahi Allahu Akbar when we slaughter an animal.  The phrase has 

become a distinctive and prominent symbol of Muslims throughout the world today. 

 

The first command in this Surah was to get up and warn others, and the very next 

command says, “Magnify your Lord.” When one reflects on the sequence one concludes that 

setting upon the journey of warning people, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was to 

face hurdles, hostility and opposition. During such a time, he was not to give up but 

remember that his Lord is the Most Supreme Being. He is Great, and everything else is 

below Him. The one who has Allah’s greatness and majesty deeply embedded in his heart 

will feel no hesitation at all in facing and fighting the entire world by himself for the sake of 

Allah. This was Allah ta’ala’s way of strengthening the resolve of the Prophet salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam and making him steadfast in his mission. Subhan’Allah!  

 



Ayaat 4-7 ― Be Patient for the Sake of Your Lord 
 
In the last ayaat we learned about the characteristics of a da’ee, we will now learn the 

adaab (etiquette) of da’wah.  

 

 

The word thiyab [ثَِياب] is the plural of thaub and it refers to ‘clothes or garment’. One 

is not only supposed to do da’wah or magnify Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala but also be 

conscious of their hygiene and cleanliness. His body and clothes must be kept clean from all 

kinds of physical impurity. The heart and soul must be kept clean from false beliefs and 

adulterating thoughts, and free from moral decadence. One form of cleansing the garment 

is not to make or buy it from unlawful money. It must be made in such a way as the sacred 

law permits. It must cover one’s awrah and make one look respectable and dignified. 

However, it should be void of any tinge of vanity and pride, display and exhibition, pomp 

and show.  

 

One is known by the way they dress up. It is our introduction to the people. The dresses of 

the rulers and princes, the dresses of the religious functionaries, the dresses of the vain and 

conceited people, all represent the tastes and tempers of those who wear them. The temper 

of the one calling to Allah is naturally different from all such people. Therefore, his dress 

also should necessarily be different from all of them.   

 

The command to wear clean clothes is not specific to prayers. A Muslim must be clean under 

all conditions. Likewise, it is not permitted to sit in an unclean place. Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala says in Surah al-Baqarah, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Muslim, under all conditions and circumstances, needs to keep his body, clothes and 

house clean and pure and also maintain his inner cleanliness of the heart. Therefore, 

whether one is coming to an Islamic class or worshipping at home, they must not be in their 

sleeping pajamas. Treat it as your formal meeting with Rabbul Alameen. Be careful about 

how you dress up. Give respect to your Deen. Purify your hearts from pride, show off and 

deceit. Adorn yourself with the apparel of taqwa and beautify your character. Imagine how 

بُّ اْلمحَتَطهِّرِينَ  بُّ التـَّوَّاِبنَي َوُيِح  ِإنَّ اللََّه ُيِح
  “…Surely Allah loves those who are most repenting, 

 and loves those who keep themselves pure,” (2:222). 

 

 

http://www.quran.com/2/222


the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam would meet Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and be with 

the people. Follow the Sunnah. 

 

“And keep away from filth,” (74:5), the word Rujz is from the root ra-jeem-zaay and it 

means “uncleanliness, filth or dirt’. It can be used both in the tangible and intangible sense 

such as every kind of filth, whether of belief and thought, of morals and deeds, of the body, 

dress or mode of life.  

 

Here, the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was being told to keep away from the idols. 

We know that he never indulged in idolatry at any time in his life, therefore, the command 

here was for the future. He was instructed to abstain from the filth of idolatry and 

immoralities in the future as well as he has kept away from them in the past. The 

mufasireen have also interpreted this ayah to be as a direct command towards the idolaters. 

If the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is being commanded to keep away from filth this 

means this is the message that he will convey to others. This highlights the importance of 

abstaining from idol-worship.  

 

“And give not a thing in order to have more,” (74: 6) meaning be sincere in your 

da’wah activities. No gift should be given to anyone seeking to get back something in return 

especially of a higher value. Whomever you favor, you should do so without any selfish 

motive. Your bestowal of an endowment, generosity or kind treatment should be only for 

the sake of Allah. There should be no trace of any worldly desire in it. Moreover, it could 

also mean never gloat over your da’wah services. You should never have the idea that you 

are doing a favor to the people. Again, you are doing this only for the sake of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. Had He not guided you, you would never have been in this place. If 

one begins expecting praise and acknowledgment from people they will never be sincere to 

their duties. While doing da’wah do not expect anything from the people. 

 

In doing so you will face hurdles and opposition therefore “be patient for the sake of 

your Lord,” (74:7). The word sabr literally signifies ‘to restrain oneself’. In the Qur’anic 

context, the word has a very wide scope. It signifies to bind oneself to the laws of Allah, to 

restrain oneself from things made unlawful by Allah, and to control oneself from 

unnecessary bewailing and complaining in times of difficulties and hardships.  

 

The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was advised to observe patience because in the 

early Surahs he was commanded to invite the people towards Islam and to shun idolatry. 

He was to be opposed and persecuted by his enemies therefore he was being prepared to 

fight opposition with patience and fortitude.  

 

When one does sabr for the sake of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala matters become easier to 

endure. If a person is impatient and desires immediate results, he will forever remain 

discontent or even worse, hurt himself. So be patient for the sake of your Lord.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Ayaat 8-10 ― That Day will be a Hard Day 
 

 
 

After the first few commands given to the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, the ayaat 

further move on to the Hereafter and its horrors. The word naqeer means ‘trumpet’ and the 

verb nuqeera means ‘to blow into the trumpet so that it makes a loud high sound’.  

 

“That Day will be a Hard Day, far from easy for the disbelievers,” (74: 9-10) 

meaning it will be a severe day in general, but for the disbelievers the hardship will not be 

easy to endure.  

 

In Surah al-Hajj, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says,  

 

“O mankind! Fear your Lord and be dutiful to Him! Verily, the earthquake of the 

Hour is a terrible thing. The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget 

her nursling, and every pregnant one will drop her load, and you shall see mankind 

as in a drunken state, yet they will not be drunken, but severe will be the Torment 

of Allah,” (22: 1-2) 

 

In Surah al-Muzzamil it appears, 

 

“Then how can you avoid the punishment, if you disbelieve, on a Day that will 

make the children grey-headed (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)?” (73: 17) 

 

In Surah an-Naml, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, 

 

“And the Day on which the Trumpet will be blown and all who are in the heavens 

and all who are on the earth, will be terrified except him whom Allah will 

(exempt). And all shall come to Him humbled,” (27: 87). 

 

The Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, 

 

َهَتهح يـَْنَتِظرح َمََت يـحْؤَمرح فـَيَـنـْفحخح؟  َكْيَف أَنـَْعمح َوَصاِحبح اْلَقْرِن َقِد اْلتَـَقَم اْلَقْرَن َوَحََن َجبـْ
“How can I be comfortable when the one with the horn has placed it in his mouth, 

leaned his forehead forward, and is waiting to be commanded so that he can 

blow?” The Companions of the Messenger of Allah said, “What do you command us, O 

Messenger of Allah?”' He replied, 
 

 َحْسبـحَنا اهللح َونِْعَم اْلوَِكيلح، َعَلى اهلِل تـَوَكَّْلَنا: قحولحوا



“Say: ‘Allah is sufficient for us, and what an excellent Trustee He is. We put our 

trust in Allah.’” [Imam Ahmad]  

 

When you are doing da'wah start from the talks on the Hereafter. Warn people of what lies 

ahead. Help them prepare themselves. Nothing changes a person than fear. We see this in 

the revelation of Qur'an too, Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala first revealed the description of the 

tremors of the Hereafter and the Judgment Day, and then sent the Shariah. Learn hikmah 

from the Qur'an. 

 

Ayaat 11-26 ― A Threat for Whoever Claims the Qur’an is Magic 

 

After stating that the Day of Doom will be very horrible for all the disbelievers, a particular 

arrogant and conceited disbeliever has been described. He was a great mischief-maker and 

the gravity of his punishment will befit the enormity and gravity of his sins.  

 

But before we study the meaning of these ayaat, let us first understand the background of 

their revelation. 

 

The Background: 

 

This disbeliever was Waleed ibn Mugheerah (the father of Khalid ibn Waleed) who was 

specially favored by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala in terms of wealth and children. According to 

ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu his land, property and gardens stretched from Makkah to Ta’if. 

He was recognized as the Arab leader but he was ungrateful to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

for His favors. Despite accepting Qur’an as the Word of Allah, he imputed a lie to the 

Qur’an, calling it sorcery and calling the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam a sorcerer. 

Tafseer of Qurtubi recounts the story thus: 

 

The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was reciting the first three ayaat of Surah Ghaffir, 

“Ha-Meem. The revelation of the Book is from Allah the All-Mighty, the All-Knower. 

The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe in punishment, the 

Bestower (of favors), none has the right to be worshipped but He, to Him is the 

final return,” (40: 1-3) which Waleed ibn Mugheerah heard. He spontaneously exclaimed, 

“By Allah! I have heard such a speech from him (Muhammad) as can neither be the speech 

of a mortal, nor of Jinn. It has sweetness and elegance. Its upper part is fruit-bearing, and 

its lower part causes water to flow. Its beauty, no doubt, surpasses the beauty of all 

speeches, and cannot be superseded. It is not the speech of any human being.” 

 

When the Quraysh heard this, it created a great convulsion among them because Waleed 

ibn Mugheerah was their leader, and if he had something praiseworthy to say about the 

Message that Muhammad (salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) brought then the crowd was sure to 

follow. This became a great concern for other Quraysh leaders hence Abu Jahl took the lead 

and had a meeting with him. 

 

Dialogue between Abu Jahl and Waleed ibn Mugheerah 

 

Abu Jahl went to Waleed and sat next to him, pretending to be very sad. Waleed enquired 

what the matter was and why he looked sad. Abu Jahl replied, “The Quraysh decided to 

collect money for you and help you in your old age. Now they have learned that you visit 

Muhammad and son of Abu Quhafah (Abu Bakr Siddeeq radhiAllahu ‘anhu) so that you may 

have some eatables from them, and to this end you flatter them. You praise their speech.” 

This was a lie that Abu Jahl had crafted to make him angry. Waleed was highly enraged and 

said in arrogance and conceit, “How can the Quraysh think this? I swear by Lat and 



‘Uzza, I am not in need of their food. Do they not know that I am superior to them 

in abundance of wealth? However, when you say that Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam is insane, nobody would believe it. Did you ever see him perform any 

act of insanity?” 

 

Abu Jahl replied, “Never, by God!” He said, “You claim that Muhammad is a 

soothsayer. Did you hear him speak like a soothsayer?” Abu Jahl’s reply was again in 

the negative. Then Waleed said, “You say that he is a poet. Did you hear him recite 

poetry?” When Abu Jah; declared that he had not, Waleed added, “You say that he is a 

liar. Did you ever hear him tell a lie?” Abu Jahl was forced to concede that they had 

never heard him tell a lie. The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was known as the as-

Sadiq (the truthful) and al-Amin (the honest). Then Waleed said, “You say that he is a 

soothsayer. Have you then seen him uttering such words or doing such acts as the 

soothsayers are accustomed to? We know well the utterings of the soothsayers. 

Muhammad’s discourse cannot be held as the utterance of a soothsayer.” Abu Jahl 

again had to admit, “No, by God!”  

 

Now Abu Jahl had to withdraw from all such false allegations, but he was wondering what he 

should say to the people about the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to stop them from 

following him. So, he said to Waleed, “Then, you tell me what we should say about him?” 

Upon thinking Waleed replied, “I think he is certainly a magician.” He knew well that 

the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was not a magician. But in order to stop people from 

following him they devised a plan. He argued, “Do you not see how his speech 

separates husband from wife, brother from brother and father from son? This is 

the magical effect of faith. As soon as a person embraces the faith, he begins to 

hate his unbelieving mother, father and other relatives.”  

 

They all agreed on what Waleed had proposed. Then, according to their scheme the men of 

Quraysh spread among the pilgrims in the Hajj season and warned everyone they met of 

the sorcery of Muhammad (salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and of his stirring up divisions in the 

families by it. But the result was that by their this plan the Quraysh chiefs themselves made 

the name of the Messenger known throughout Arabia. 

 

Ayaat 11-17 ― Man’s Ungratefulness Despite Allah’s Favors 

 

 
 

 



Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala threatens this wicked person whom He has favored with the 

blessings of this world, yet he is ungrateful for the blessings of Allah and he meets them 

with disbelief (in Allah) and rejection of His ayaat. He invents lies against them and claims 

Qur’an to be a word of a man. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala recounts to him His favors upon 

him when He says, “Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom I created Alone,” (75: 11). 

 

This man came from his mother’s womb without bringing any wealth or children with him. 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala provided him all in abundance. His children did not leave him to 

attend to business or for travel. Rather he was provided by enough wealth from Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala that he could hire servants to conduct business or trade on his behalf 

and travel long distances. While the servants were away to conduct business on his behalf 

he enjoyed the company of his children beside him. He lived a life of luxury and comfort all 

because of the many favors that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has bestowed him with.  

 

“After all that he desires that I should give more,” (74: 15) meaning there is no end 

to his greed. He had abundant wealth, children and comfort yet he desired more. This 

indicated his ungratefulness. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala responds by saying, “I shall force 

him to Sa’ood,” (74: 17). Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu explains, “Sa’ood is a rock in Hell 

that the disbeliever will be dragged across on his face.” As-Suddi said, “Sa’ood is a slippery 

rock in Hell that he will be forced to climb.” Mujahid commented, “This is a harsh portion of 

the torment.”  

 

Ayaat 18-26 ― Man’s Ungratefulness despite Allah’s Favors 

 
 

Waleed ibn Mugheerah will be forced to face the harsh torment of Sa’ood because he was 

far away from faith. He was fully convinced of the veracity of the Messengership of the 

Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam but his anger got the better of him, and being 

vanquished by his arrogance and conceit, he had decided to oppose him. He could not 

openly lie about the Prophet or else he would be exposed to shame and disgrace because 

the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was known as the Sadiq and Amin in his hometown. 

Therefore, he pondered carefully, and suggested that he should label the Prophet as a 

magician on the grounds that his speech causes separation between families.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “So let him be cursed, how he plotted!” (74: 19) this is 

a supplication against him. He gave much thought to his evil scheme and contemplated the 



outcome. When he was planning the scheme he contracted his eyebrows together and 

frowned. He turned his face away in disgust until an evil idea struck his mind. For so long he 

was defending the Prophet (salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in front of Abu Jahl and he was 

closer to faith but after he deliberated over how he could discourage people from accepting 

Islam he was away from faith. He became arrogant and refused to submit to the truth. And 

about the Qur’an he said, “This is nothing but magic from that of old. This is nothing 

but the word of a human being!” (74: 24-25). He called the Qur’an magic that he 

claimed the Prophet received from those who were before him. He called it a word of man 

instead of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala. His place will be in the Hellfire because of what he 

said. 

 

REFLECTIONS: The disbelievers at the time of the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam were 

engaged in all kinds of immoralities but one sin that they abstained from was lying. they 

would never lie even about their enemies fearing that if they did so they will be known as 

liars. We see this in the example of Waleed ibn Mugheerah. He had to scheme up an evil 

plan to discourage people. We saw this in the example of Abu Sufyan when he was asked 

about the Message that the Prophet had brought and claimed it to be true. This makes the 

Muslims of today reflect on the fact why have we become easy of lying? We utter lies or 

spread fake news as if there will be no accountability for what slips from our tongues. One 

should be careful of what he utters regardless of his mood or state. Waleed ibn Mugheerah 

uttered one lie against the Qur’an and the Messenger despite acknowledging them to be 

true and his place was decided to be Hellfire. 

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala allow us to control our emotions and our tongues, aameen.  

 

Ayaat 27-31 ― Allah Guides whom He wills and Misguides whom He wills 

 



In the previous ayaat, we learned the punishment of the one who deliberately lies about the 

Qur’an and the Messenger salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam will be Hellfire. Now, Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala describes what this Hellfire will be like.  

 

The word saqar is from the root seen-qaf-ra and it means ‘to injure by heat, to scorch, 

to burn, to heat or to melt, anything that changes the nature of by melting it or the 

fire of Hell.’ Here, it is used in the context of Hellfire. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala explains 

this fire will engulf man from all his sides eating his flesh, veins, nerves and his skin. His 

organs will be changed into something else. They will remain in this form, neither living nor 

dying. Over this fire are nineteen angels appointed as guards. When Abu Jahl heard their 

number he addressed the youth of Quraysh and said that Muhammad (salAllahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) has only nineteen companions, so there is nothing to worry about.  

 

Baihaqi records a narrative from Suddi that when ayah 30 was revealed, a disbelieving 

Quraysh, Abu al-Ashaddayn said, “O nation of Quraysh, I alone am sufficient for the 

nineteen. I will take care of ten with my right arm, and nine with my left arm. 

Thus I will put an end to all nineteen of them.” At this occasion, ayah 31 was revealed.   

 

“We have fixed their number only as a trial for the disbelievers,” (74: 31) meaning 

the number of angels mentioned is only a test. Upon hearing their number the Quraysh are 

wondering ‘only nineteen’ but they have no idea about the magnificence or size of these 

angels. Unlike human beings they are huge and harsh when it comes to carrying out 

punishments. The Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam informed us every day seventy 

thousand angels enter al-Bayt al-Ma’moor (the Frequented House in the seventh heaven) 

and they do not return to it because there are too many angels to get a second chance to 

visit. It is one in a lifetime kind of a trip.  

 

Secondly, this number was specified because the People of the Scripture were informed of 

this number in their books too. The purpose behind re-stating it was to help them 

acknowledge the Prophethood of Muhammad salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and that he is 

indeed speaking the truth. Those who have true faith in their heart, they will believe in it as 

revealed by Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala however those who disbelieve and are hypocrites will 

ask: what does Allah mean by this.  We read a similar ayah in Surah al-Baqarah where Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “… those who believe, they know that it is the Truth from 

their Lord, but as for those who disbelieve, they say: "What did Allah intend by 

this parable?" By it He misleads many, and many He guides thereby. And He 

misleads thereby only those who are disobedient to Allah,” (2:26). 

 

There is only one Qur’an and the message in it is same for everyone but different people 

interpret the message differently. It is because of the level of their emaan. Those who are 

strong in faith take it as Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala intended it to be. But those who 

approach the Qur’an for intellectual debates or with doubt take least benefit from it. 

Therefore, we must ask Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala to soften and open up our hearts to true 

guidance. 

 

None knows the true count or the size of the Soldiers of Allah (the angels) except Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala therefore one must not talk about things that he has no knowledge of. 

The reason behind mentioning the count here was nothing but ‘to warn’ mankind. Those 

angels are the Soldiers of Allah and they are harsh in their treatment. One cannot escape 

the punishment of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala unless he takes heed and changes his course.  
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Ayaat 32-48 ― Allah Guides whom He wills and Misguides whom He wills 

 
 

By starting the address with kalla Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala warns the disbelievers that this 

reminder is not a hollow thing to be mocked at. Just as the moon and the night and the day 

are the great signs of the powers of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala, so also is Hell a great sign 

of His powers. We witness the alternation between the day and the night every day but do 

not feel surprised. As naturally as the day changes into night and the night changes into 

day, so will the Hell be.  

 

People have been warned, “…any of you that chooses to go forward, or to remain 

behind,” (74: 37). Now whoever wishes to accept the warning and be guided to the truth 

he will move forward to do good deeds. But he who holds back from accepting it, turns 

away and rejects it will stay behind.  

 

“Every person is a pledge for what he has earned, except those on the Right,” (74: 

38-39), the word rahinah is derived from the word rahn which means ‘to give something 

valuable to a pawnbroker as a security for a debt.’ Every person on the Day of Judgment 

will be detained in lieu of his sins, except those who will be given their Book of Deeds in 

their right hands. The People of the Right are those who repaid their debt that is they have 

fulfilled their obligations in this world towards Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and other human 

beings.  

 

At several places in the Qur’an it has been stated that the dwellers of Jannah will speak with 

the dwellers of Hell. Here, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala tells us that while the People of the 

Right are in their lofty rooms they will ask the wrongdoers in Hell the reason for their 



admittance into the Hellfire. The people of Hellfire will reply, “We were not of those who 

used to offer their prayers,” (74: 43). They will not say, “We were those who did not 

belief,” rather the reason for their admittance into the Hellfire was their not offering 

prayers. Today, many of us take our prayers lightly. We are believers, some of us even born 

Muslims, but we do not consider Salah a significant matter. Some of us claim, “As long as I 

am good human being, Salah does not matter.” Another reason for their admittance into 

Hellfire, “nor we used to feed the poor,” (74: 44). We know that Abu Bakr Siddeeq 

radhiAllahu ‘anhu was known for his generosity and to him the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam said: I wish you are the one who enters through all the gates of Jannah.  

 

Whenever you get an opportunity to contribute in a food bank or soup kitchen hasten to do 

so. Do not think whether they are believers or disbelievers, help them thinking they are a 

creation of Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala.  

 

“…and we used to talk falsehood with vain talkers,” (74: 45) another reason: not 

being conscious of the company that they kept and how they spent their time. Do not waste 

your time in futile gatherings and vain activities. If you cannot find the right company 

excuse yourself and spend that time doing something that pleases Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala.  

 

“And we used to belie the Day of Recompense until there came to us (the death) 

that is certain,’ (74: 46-47) their denial of the Hereafter led them to this. Many people die 

with regrets. Let us not be among those. Let us correct our ways before our time is up. 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says, “So no intercession of intercessors will be of any use 

to them,” (74: 48). A dying person takes along only the deeds that he has done. No 

intercession can help him in the Hereafter. Many people are base their hopes on the shifa’at 

of the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam we must know there is no guarantee that we will 

be receive it. Only he for whom Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala chooses will be honored with the 

intercession of the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.  

 
Ayaat 49-56 ― What Makes One Turn Away from Admonition 

 



 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala questions their behavior for turning away from what the Prophet 

salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam called them towards. They have been related with frightened 

wild donkeys that run away for their life upon seeing their predator. “Nay, every one of 

them desires that he should be given pages spread out,” (74: 52) this has been 

interpreted in two ways. One meaning suggests that each one of these idolators wants to 

have a book revealed to him as Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala revealed to the Prophet salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam. The meaning is that they want that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala should 

send a letter to each chief and elder of the Quraysh telling them that Muhammad salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam is indeed His Messenger therefore they should obey and follow him. These 

letters should be such as may convince them that they have been written by Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala Himself.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala responds to their demand by saying, “Nay! But they fear not 

the Hereafter. Nay, verily, this (Quran) is an admonition,” (74: 53-54). The reason 

that they can come with such demands is that they do not believe in the Resurrection and 

accountability in the Hereafter. They think this life is all that is there. Their disbelief in the 

Hereafter has made them irresponsible and fearless. Qur’an is a reminder for whoever 

wants to take heed. It introduces us to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala and His magnificent sifaat 

(attributes) such as His rahmah (mercy) and generosity. But a person who never reads the 

Qur’an or never yearns to understand its meaning cannot taste the treasures of this Book. 

 

The Surah ends with a reminder that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is the only One worthy of 

being afraid of, and be obeyed. His Supremacy cannot be shared with anyone else. And 

when one realizes his mistakes he should know that Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala is always 

willing to forgive those to who choose to repent and reform.  

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala allow us to live our lives as His humble servants and honor 

Him as He deserves to be honored, aameen.    
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