
 ِبْسِم اللَِّه الرَّْْحَـِن الرَِّحيمِ 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

 

Surah Mursalat – An Overview 
 

Period of Revelation: Makkan 

Order of Revelation: 77 

Theme and Subject Matter: 

 

It affirms the Resurrection and Hereafter and warns the people of the consequences which 

will ultimately follow the denial and the affirmation of these truths. 

 

In the first seven ayaat, the system of winds has been presented as an evidence of the 

truth that the Resurrection which is being foretold by the Qur’an and the Prophet salAllahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam must come to pass. The reasoning is that the power of All-Mighty Allah 

Who established this wonderful system on the earth, cannot be helpless in bringing about 

the Resurrection, and the express wisdom which underlies this system bears full evidence 

that the Hereafter must appear, for no act of an All-Wise Creator can be vain and 

purposeless, and if there was no Hereafter, it would mean that the whole of one’s life was 

useless and absurd. 

 

The people of Makkah repeatedly demanded: Bring about the Resurrection with which 

you threaten us; only then shall we believe in it. In ayaat 8-15, their demand has 

been answered, saying: Resurrection is no sport or fun so that whenever a jester 

should ask for it, it should be brought forth immediately. It is indeed the Day of 

Judgment to settle the account of all mankind and of all its individuals. For it Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala has fixed a specific time it will take place at its own time, and when it 

takes place with all its dreads and horrors, it will confound those who are demanding it for 

fun today. Then their cases will be decided only on the evidence of those Messengers whom 

these deniers of the truth are repudiating with impunity. Then they will themselves realize 

how they themselves are responsible for their dooms. 

 

In ayaat 16-28 arguments have been given proving the occurrence and necessity of the 

Resurrection and Hereafter. In these it has been stated that man’s own history, his own 

birth, and the structure of the earth on which he lives, bear the testimony that the coming 

of Resurrection and the establishment of the Hereafter are possible. History tells us that the 

nations which denied the Hereafter ultimately became corrupted and met with destruction. 

This means that the Hereafter is a truth which if denied and contradicted by a nation by its 

conduct and attitude, will cause it to meet the same doom, which is met by a blind man who 

bushes headlong into an approaching train. As mentioned earlier, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

has not created this world in vain. There is a Day of Retribution waiting when all good and 

evil deeds will be taken into account. Then man will be rewarded or punished accordingly.  

For this it is inevitable that there should be a second life after death.  

 

If man only considers how he takes his birth in the world, his intellect, provided it is sound 

intellect, cannot deny that for the God Who began his creation from an insignificant sperm 

drop and developed him into a perfect man, it is certainly possible to create the same man 

once again. If one only considers the powers of Allah, one cannot deny that He can do this; 

and if one considers the wisdom of Allah, one also cannot deny that it is certainly the very 

demand of His wisdom to call man to account for the right and wrong use of the powers that 



He has granted him on the earth; it would rather be against wisdom to let him off without 

rendering an account. 

 

Then, in ayaat 28-40, the fate of the deniers of the Hereafter has been depicted, and in 

ayaat 41-45 of those who affirming faith in it in their worldly life, endeavored to improve 

their Hereafter, and abstained from the evils of disbelief and thought, morality and deed, 

conduct and character which might be helpful in man’s worldly life, but are certainly ruinous 

for his life hereafter. 

 

In the end, the deniers of the Hereafter and those who turn away from God-worship have 

been warned as if to say: Enjoy your short-lived worldly pleasure as you may, but 

your end will ultimately be disastrous. The discourse concludes with the assertion that 

the one who fails to obtain guidance from a Book like the Qur’an, can have no other source 

in the world to afford him Guidance. 

 

Virtue of Surah Mursalat: Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu narrated that his mother (Umm 

al-Fadl) heard him reciting Surah Mursalat so she said, “O my son! You reminded me 

with your recitation of this Surah. Verily, it is the last thing I heard from the 

Messenger of Allah (salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). He recited it in the Maghrib 

prayer (before he died).” [Recorded by Bukhari and Muslim]  
 

Tafseer Surah Mursalat 
 
Ayaat 1-15 – Allah’s swearing by Different Creatures about the Occurrence of the 

Hereafter 

 



In these ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala swears oaths by ‘those that have been sent’. 

What has been sent? That has not been explicitly mentioned, however, five attributes have 

been given: 

 

1. “by those that are sent one after the other,” (77:1) 

2. “by those that blow violently,” (77:2) 

3. “by those that scatter all over,” (77:3) 

4. “by those that differentiate (between right and wrong),” (77:4) 

5. “by those that bring down the Reminder.” (77:5) 

 

The scholars have interpreted these differently. Some say that these refer to the winds. 

Others are of the opinion that these refer to the angels. While some others say that these 

refer to the Messengers. Ibn Katheer is of the opinion that in the first three ayaat Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala swears oaths by various types of winds. In the fourth and the fifth 

ayaat, He swears oaths by the angels.  

 

According to Ibn Katheer, the ayaat signify ‘(I swear) by those (winds) that are sent one 

after the other’. The word ‘urfan [  ُعْرفا] from ma’roof could signify ‘beneficial and useful’. 

The winds that bring rain are both beneficial and useful. The word ‘asifat [ َِعـِصَفـت] is 

derived from ‘asf that literally means ‘winds that blow violently or vehemently’. The 

word nashirat [ ِنَـِّشرت] is from the root noon-sheen-ra and it means “to spread out” 

and it refers to the winds that spread clouds all over after the rain is over. For example, 

when a farmer has to feed the birds he does not place each grain in a straight line rather he 

scatters them all over the place. That is how winds scatter the clouds. 

 

Ayah 4 begins with the word fariqati [ ِفَـرِقَـت] which is from the root fa-ra-qaf and it 

means “to separate, to distinguish, to divide or to split”. Now, the winds cannot 

distinguish between right and wrong. This is the attribute of the angels as they differentiate 

between right and wrong by bringing down the Divine revelation. Ayah 5 also refers to the 

angels. The word dhikr (reminder) refers to the Qur’an or revelation in general. The angels 

bring down revelation by which truth and falsehood, right and wrong, and the lawful and the 

forbidden is distinguished.  

 

This dhikr or reminder serves two purposes ‘udh’ran aw nud’ran [  ُعْذرا  َأْو نُْذرا] meaning 

to provide excuses or to give warnings. In the case of the believers, it persuades them to 

seek excuse from Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala for their shortcomings, and pray for 

forgiveness; and in the case of disbelievers, it contains a warning for them of Allah’s 

torment, if they oppose His command.  

 

The purpose of sending this Reminder is that on the Day of Judgment people have no 

excuse that O Allah we didn’t know. Moreover, it also serves the purpose of warning those 

who do not pay heed. Some people take the lesson and change their course of action while 

others ignore them and do not change. 

 



“What you are promised must come to pass,” (77:6). This is the subject of these 

oaths. It means that the Day of Judgment that is promised by the Prophets will certainly 

come! Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then describes some of the events that will occur on that 

Day. The stars will be extinguished and the entire world will be plunged in absolute 

darkness. The second event to occur is the splitting of the sky. The third event to occur is 

that the mountains will be blown away as dust. Then the Messengers will be assembled who 

will then gather their communities so that all matters concerning them may be decided.  

 

The ayaat further describe the Day of Judgment as the great and horrible day. People will 

ask, “For what Day are these signs postponed?” (77:12) meaning if this testimony had 

to take place then for why was it delayed, Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala responds, “For the 

Day of sorting out,” (77:13). The word fasl is from the root fa-saad-laam and it means 

“separated, divided, put apart a thing from another”. Meaning people who are 

together as family, friends or co-workers will be separated on the Day.  

 

It shall be the Day of Destruction for the deniers and rejecters therefore it was said, “Woe 

that Day to the deniers,” (77:15). The word wayl means ‘destruction’. How can one save 

themselves from destruction? By believing in the Hereafter and preparing for it. 

 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala make us from the successful ones, aameen.  

 

Ayaat 16-28 – the Call to contemplate the various Manifestations of Allah’s 

Power 
 

 
 

The word nuh’liki [ ِنـُْهِلك] is from the root ha-laam-kaf (halaka – halakat) and it means 

‘to die, perish, wasted, be lost or destroyed’. In these ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala 

asks the deniers of the Day of Resurrection if He did not destroy the earlier people – the 

people of ‘Ad, Thamud, Lut and Pharaoh. Then how come they are denying destruction? If 

He destroyed those who came before them He can and will destroy the followers as denoted 

by the word nut’bi’uhumu [ ُنـُْتِبُعُهم] which is from the root ta-ba-ayn meaning ‘to follow, 

went or walked behind’.  

 



This is the punishment for anyone who comes after them and rejects the message that the 

Messengers were sent with. This is how Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala deals with the Mujrimoon 

(i.e. the criminals, sinners, disbelievers and polytheists).  

 

 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala then reminds His creation of His favor. The word nakhluqkum 

 is from the root kha-laam-qaf and it means ‘created’. If we reflected on our [ََنُْلقكُّم]

own creation and other creations around us we would not be denying the favors of Allah 

subhanahu wa ta’ala. So He asks, “Did We not create you from a worthless water?” 

Mankind is reminded of a time when it was weak and despised and Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala placed it in a safe place – the mother’s womb. Neither can a harmful thing enter it nor 

can it be seen from the outside. It stays there and is nourished for a determined time. 

Therefore, we see that some babies are born pre-mature while there are others whose birth 

is overdue. Only Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala knows when is the right time for the baby to 

enter this world. Here is a reminder that man’s position in comparison to Allah’s power is 

weak. Just like He created us the first time, He is All-Capable of recreating us one more 

time. Therefore, woe to the deniers of the Day of Resurrection! 

 

 
 

Then Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala asks another question, “Have We not made the earth a 

receptacle?” The word kifata [ِكَفات ا] is from the root kaf-fa-ta and it means ‘to gather 



things together’. Earth has been called a container because it contains everything that 

mankind will need. Our abode, our food and our living is on the earth. Earth is created by 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala such that humans when alive live on its surface and when they 

are dead, they are buried in it. Ibn ‘Abbas radhiAllahu ‘anhu said, “Kifat means a place of 

shelter.” 

 

Moreover, the earth has been made firm by placing tall mountains on it as denoted by the 

word shamikhatin [  َشاِِمَات] which is from the root sheen-meem-kha and it means ‘to 

be high and lofty, tall’. Had the mountains not been there the earth would have been 

swaying and it would have been difficult to live, walk or build buildings on it. And He gave 

us furatan [فـَُرات ا]. Furatan is from the root fa-ra-ta which means ‘thirst quenching’. 

Meaning cold and delicious water from the clouds or from what He causes to gush forth from 

the springs of the earth. Had sweet water not been there, human life would have been 

impossible to sustain. Therefore, woe to whoever reflects upon these created things that 

demonstrate the greatness of their Creator, then after that continues to reject Him and 

disbelieve in Him.  

 

Ayaat 29-40 – the driving of the Criminals to their Final Abode 
 

In these ayaat Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs the deniers of Resurrection about the 

punishment that lies ahead. On the Day of Judgment it will be said to them, 

 

 
 

The word intaliqu [انطَِلُقوا] is from the root tay-laam-qaf and it means ‘to start doing 

something, depart, set out in doing something, go one’s way, be free or loose’. 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala will command them to proceed to that which they denied. Depart 

to what? Zillin dhi thalathi shu’abin meaning a flame of fire rising and ascending with 

smoke which due to its severity and strength will have three columns. Though this is the 



shadow of fire it will neither offer them any shade nor protect them from the heat of the 

flame.  

 

This tells us that while on that Day some people will be standing under the shade of Allah’s 

Throne (may He make us from those, aameen) there would be some standing under the 

shade of ‘Fire’. 

 

Further describing the punishment that the disbelievers are denying, Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala says, “Verily! It throws sparks (huge) as Al-Qasr,” (77:32). What is Qasr? Ibn 

Mas’oud said that this means forts. Ibn ‘Abbas and others commented that this means the 

trunk of trees. When we look in the dictionary, Qasr is from the root qaf-saad-ra and it 

means ‘huge, magnificent castle’. This is how huge the spark of the Fire would be (may 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala protect us from it, aameen). Continuing the description He says, 

“as if they were Jimalatun Sufr,” (77:33). Now what is Jimalatun Sufr? In Arabic the 

word used for male camels is Jaml while sufr is the plural of asfar and it means ‘yellow’. The 

huge sparks of Fire will break into splinters as if they were yellowish camels running and 

jumping about ceaselessly. Some scholars have translated the word sufr as ‘black’ because 

the Arabs called dark camels sufr.  

 

When a person learns such details about the punishment that lies ahead and does not 

change his way, then certainly “woe that Day to the deniers!”  

 

Ayaat 35-40 – the Inability of the Disbelievers to speak or make Excuses 
 

Then it was said, 

 

 
 

Yantiqoon [ َيَنِطُقون] is from the root noon-ta-qaf and it means ‘to speak, utter, or 

articulate sounds’. This does not means that the mujrimoon will not get a chance to 

defend themselves but rather this would be their ultimate state.  

 



We learn that the Court of the Judgment Day will have various stages. They will begin by 

giving an account of what they did on earth, offering all sorts of excuses, blaming others for 

their errors and proving their own selves to be innocent, abusing their leaders and guides 

who led them astray; so much so that some of them will even disown their crimes 

shamelessly. But when their being criminals will have been established by every kind of 

evidence, and when their own hands and feet and limbs will have borne witness against 

them to prove their guilt, and when after fulfilling all requirements of justice, the sentence 

will be passed on them, they will be dumbfounded and no room will be left for them to offer 

any excuse. Their guilt and crime will be proved to the hilt and they will not be able to offer 

any excuse after it.  

 

“That will be a Day of Decision,” (77: 38) when all mankind will be gathered by His 

power on one common plain. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala gives a serious threat and a harsh 

warning, “So if you have a plot, use it against Me,” (77: 39). Meaning in the world you 

used every kind of deception and trick in self-interest. Now, if you have any trick to escape 

My punishment, you may use it to defeat Me and My plan. But you are certainly not able to 

do so.   

 

Therefore, “Woe that Day to the deniers (of the Day of Resurrection)!”  

 

Ayaat 41-45 - the Final Abode for Those Who have Taqwa 
 

 
 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala informs His servants that those who have taqwa and worship Him 

by performing the obligations and abandoning the forbidden things will be in gardens and 

springs on the Day of Judgment. This means their condition will be opposite of the wretched 

people because they refrained from denying the Hereafter and accepted it and passed their 

life in the world with the belief that in the Hereafter they would have to render an account 

of their word and deed and their conduct and character. 

 

They will be presented with different varieties of fruits and asked to eat their fill. This will be 

said to them out of kindness for them. Re-establishing what He has previously mentioned, 

“Verily, thus We reward the Muhsinoon (good-doers),” (77: 44) meaning this is Our 

reward for whoever does good deeds. 

 

Therefore, “Woe that Day to the deniers,” meaning one of their afflictions will be that 

after their crimes have been proven and established they will not even be in a position to 



open their mouths to put forward a plea in self defense, and shall ultimately become fuel of 

Hell. Their other affliction, and by far the worse will be that they will see the same believers 

enjoying themselves in Paradise, whom they had been opposing and resisting and mocking 

throughout their lives as foolish, narrow-minded, mean and old fashioned people.  

 

Ayaat 46-50 – a Threat for Whoever denies the Day of Judgment 
 

In the previous ayaat, the address was to the believers and now the deniers are being 

addressed. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says,  

 

 
 

They may eat and drink and enjoy themselves in this world, but the span is short and then 

there will be nothing but punishment for them. Then they will be driven to the fire of Hell. 

This is similar to what Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala says in Surah Luqman, “We let them 

enjoy for a little while, then in the end We shall oblige them to (enter) a great 

torment,” (31:24). 

 

Why will the deniers face such an end? It is because, “when it is said to them: ‘Bow 

down yourself!’ They bow not down,” (77:49). According to most commentators the 

word rukuh is used here in its primitive sense ‘to bow down and submit’. The ayah 

signifies that when they were told to submit to the Divine commands, they refused to 

comply unlike the Muttaqoon (described earlier). Some scholars take the word rukuh in its 

technical sense and interpret it as ‘when they are called to prayer they refused to 

pray’.  

 

Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala closes the discussion by saying, “Then in what statement 

after this (the Qur’an) will they believe?” Qur’an is the last Book of Allah subhanahu 

wa ta’ala explaining its message and wisdom most eloquently and its arguments are most 

convincing. If they do not believe in such a Book, then for which word are they waiting? This 

is to express disappointment in them.  

 

 

 

 



LESSON: 

 

 The Mujrimoon enjoy in the dunya but their enjoyment is limited. The Muttaqoon will 

enjoy in the Hereafter but their enjoyment will be ever-lasting. This does not mean 

they practice asceticism they do enjoy of the good things that Allah subhanahu wa 

ta’ala has created but their focus is on the Hereafter. 

 

 Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala’s reward will be for the Muhsinoon, this tells us that we 

must do things at the level of excellence and not ‘let’s-get-done-with-it’. 

 

 Why will the deniers face stern punishment? It is because they did not bow down to 

Allah. Therefore, we should bow down to Him in complete submission and abide by 

what He tells us to do. Those who did not prostrate to Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala in 

the dunya will not be able to prostrate in the Hereafter. 

 

 Qur’an is the Word of Allah and if a person does not believe in it then he cannot 

believe in anything else.  

   
================================= 
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